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Robert Blake trial: The prosecu-

tion in Robert Blake’s murder trial in

Los Angeles re-enacted the shooting of

the actor’s wife to show jurors where

the bullets came from and in what posi-
tion she was seated when they were fired.

Deputy District Attorney Shellie Samuels

took on the role of Blake's slain wife Friday,

sitting in a chair while Rod Englert, a crime

reconstructionist, demonstrated how Bon-
nie Lee Bakley was struck by two bullets.

On cross-examination, defense attorney

M. Gerald Schwartzbach challenged the ac-

curacy of Englert's calculations, pressing

him on whether he took into consideration

that Bakley’s body in the car may have been
moved by someone who tried to help her.

Gay marriage in N.Y.: A judge struck
down a New York law banning same-sex
marriage, saying it violates the state and
U.S. constitutions to deny a gay couple a
marriage license solely because the two are
of the same sex.

Friday'’s ruling, the first of its kind in New
York, would clear the way for gay couples to
wed if it survives on appeal.

Fetus death conviction: A Dallas man
found guilty in the gang-related shooting
death of a pregnant woman became the first

‘exan convicted under the state’s law pro-
tecting the unborn.

Emmanuel Rogers, 21, was convicted of
capital murder Friday in the December
2003 deaths of Virginia Ramirez and her
9-week-old fetus. The new law, implement-
ed three months before the shooting, ex-
pands the definition of an individual to in-
clude a fertilized egg.

DNC chairman race: Activists Simon
Rosenberg and Donnie Fowler abandoned
their bids for Democratic National Commit-
tee chairman on Friday and backed
front-runner Howard Dean, moving the
former presidential candidate closer to cap-
turing the party title.

Rosenberg’s departure from the race
leaves a field of two — Dean and former In-
diana Rep. Tim Roemer. About 430 voting
members of the party’s national committee
will choose a successor to outgoing DNC
Chairman Terry McAuliffe on Feb. 12.

Human smuggling trial: A judge in the
Houston trial of a New York man accused of
driving and abandoning a hot, airless trac-
tor-trailer in the nation’s deadliest human
smuggling attempt agreed Friday to allow
two juries in the case.

U.S. District Judge Vanessa Gilmore, in
grantmg the request by defense attorneys
for Tyrone Williams, ruled that his trial
would begin Monday, but prosecutors
planned to appeal her decision, possibly
prompting another delay in the case.

Under Gilmore’s ruling, one jury would
decide whether Williams is guilty or inno-
cent of any of the 58 counts of harboring and
transporting illegal immigrants he faces. If
Williams were found guilty of any charges
that carry a possible death sentence, anoth-
er jury would be chosen for that decision.

ester-at-Sea incident: A ship filled
w1th hundreds of college students that was
damaged last week by stormy seas will re-
main in Honolulu Harbor for repairs and in-
spections until at least Sunday, Jim
Lawrence, a spokesman for the ship’s techni-
cal managers, said Friday.

An assessment by marine technicians
showed the Explorer did not suffer structur-
al damage and remains completely seawor-
thy, said Semester at Sea, the academic pro-
gram that leases the shlp, on its Web site.
But the ship’s electrical systems still need
repairs and some replacement parts have
et to arrive, Lawrence said.

A 50-foot wave on Jan. 26 injured two
crew members, broke windows and dam-
aged the vessel’s controls.
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Pope health watch: Chief of Vatican security Vatican Camillo Cibin, right, looks on as another
security officer talks on his phone Friday on a balcony of the 10th floor of Rome’s Polyclinic
Agostino Gemelli hospital where Pope John Paul Il is hospitalized. The pope was strong

enough to turn the pages

f written greetings Saturday and speak in a clear voice, according

to an Italian bishop who visited his hospital room. Giant video screens were ordered to be
set up in St. Peter’s Square in a hopeful sign that the 84-year-old pontiff would be well
enough on Sunday to say a few words to a public.

Ex-governor may run again: Former Ari-
zona Gov. Fife Symington, who resigned in
1997 after a bank fraud conviction that was
later overturned — and won a pardon in
2001 from President Clinton — said he’s con-
sidering another run for governor.

The onetime real estate developer and Re-
publican who reinvented himself as a paslry
chef when he left office said he began
ing about a challenge after Democratic Gov.
ganel Napolitano’s State of the State ad-

ress.

Filipino lawsuit: A federal appeals court
in San Francisco on Friday ruled against
thousands of Filipinos seeking compensa-
tion for human rights abuses committed
under former dictator Ferdinand Marcos,
saying the money belongs to the Philippine
government.

A U.S. appeals court here ruled that the
9,500 plaintiffs have no right to $683 million
in Marcos’ assets that were transferred
from a Swiss account to the Philippine gov-
ernment, because the Philippine Supreme
Court has ordered that the funds be forward-
ed to the national treasury.

Washington governor’s election: A judge
allowed a court challenge to Democratic
Gov. Christine Gregoire’s excruciatingly
close election to go forward Friday, but said
even if Republicans win, he cannot order a
new vote.

“The court doesn’t have that authority,”
said Chelan County Superior Court Judge
John E. Bridges, addressing a packed court-
room.

Republican gubernatorial candidate Dino
Russ] and the state GOP challenged Gre-
goire’s election, saying the contest was taint-
ed by errors and illegal votes.

Rossi had won the original count by 261
votes and came out ahead by 42 votes in a
machine recount. But to his dismay, the
third and final count put Gregoire ahead by
amere 129 votes.

World

North Korea nuke talks: The presidents
of the United States and South Korea agreed
during a phone call Saturday to push for an
early resumption of six-nation talks to end
North Korea’s nuclear weapons programs.

The communist North remained defiant,
describing President Bush’s call for the
spread of freedom in his Jan. 20 inaugural
speech as a U.S. scheme to rule the world.

Gitmo detainee release: The U.S. mili-
tary has ordered three detainees at the U.S.
prison camp in Guantanamo Bay to be freed
and 25 others to remain as secret hearings
were held into the cases of more terror sus-
pects.

Hearings were held Friday for two detain-
ees before the Administrative Review
Boards, which can free prisoners if they de-
termine they no longer pose a threat or hold
significant intelligence value.

Madrid bombings investigation: A judge
sent two Moroccan brothers to jail Saturday
on provisional charges of collaborating with
a terrorist group in connection with the
deadly Madrid train bombings last year, but
ordered their parents freed.

The brothers, Brahim and Mohamed Mou-
satten, are known to have had regular con-
tacts with their maternal uncle Youssef Bel-
hadj, 28, who authorities believe is an
al-Qaida figure mentioned in a video claim-
ing responsibility for the attacks.

Tsunami visit: President Bush on Friday
announced he is sending a second delega-
tion to visit the Indian
Ocean region ravaged
by tsunamis that in-
cludes his father and
| Bill Clinton.
‘| Former Presidents
George H.W. Bush and
Clinton will visit tsuna-
mi-affected countries
Feb. 19-21.

The two men are to
stop in the hardest-hit
nations, including Indo-
nesia, Sri Lanka and
Thailand.

Palestinian militant arrests: Palestinian
security forces on Saturday briefly arrested
three leaders of a small militant faction re-
sponsible for an attack that wounded two Is-
raeli soldiers amid Israeli criticism they
were not taking strong enough action to end
violence.

The arrests of three officials from the
Democratic Front for the Liberation of Pal-
estine marked the first such detentions
since new Palestinian leader Mahmoud
Abbas was elected last month.

The three men were released after five
hours, party officials said.

Stories and photo from The Associated Press
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U.S. deaths
inIraq

The Associated Press

As of Friday, at least 1,445
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning
of the Iraq war in March 2003,
according to an Associated
Press count. At least 1,105
died as a result of hostile ac-
tion, the Defense Department
said. The figures include four
military civilians.

The AP count is three higher
than the Defense Depart-
ment’s tally, last updated at 10
a.m. EST Friday.

The British military has re-
ported 86 deaths; Italy, 20; Po-
land, 16; Ukraine, 16; Spain,
11; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and
the Netherlands, two each; and
Denmark, El Salvador, Hunga-
1y, Latvia and Kazakhstan one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 1,307 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count. That in-
cludes at least 996 deaths re-
sulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s num-
bers.

The latest deaths reported
by the military:

M A soldier was killed Thurs-
day by a roadside bomb while
on patrol south of Mosul, Irag.

M A soldier was killed Fri-
day by an explosive near Beiji,
Iraq.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

W Army Sgt. Ist Class Sean
M. Cooley, 35, Ocean Springs,
Miss.; killed by an explosive
Thursday in Irag’s northern
Babil province; assigned to the
150th Engineer Battalion,
155th  Armor  Brigade,
Lucedale, Miss.

B Army Sgt. Stephen R.
Sherman, 27, Neptune, N.J.;
died Thursday in Mosul, Iraq,
after an explosive detonated
near his vehicle; assigned to
the 1st Battalion, Sth Infantry
Regiment, 25th Infantry Divi-
sion, Fort Lewis, Wash.

W Marine Lance Cpl. Sean P.
Maher, 19, Grayslake, IIL;
killed Wednesday in Irag’s
Anbar province; assigned to
1st Battalion, 3rd Marine Regi-
ment, Srd Marine Division, IIT
Marin Force,

AP photos

Left: An Iragi soldier weeps at the scene of a roadside bomb Satnrday, wﬁlch exploded beside an Iraqi patrol killing four Iragi National Guardsmen
for the Elect of

in Basra. Right: Farid Ayar,

f Iraq, speaks at a press conference Saturday in Baghdad.

Early figures released from 10 mostly Shiite provinces showed the Slmte ticket endorsed by the Shiite clergy with about two-thirds of the votes.

The ticket of Prime Minister Ayad Allawi, a secular S|

, was trailing at about 18 percent.

21 Iraqis, 2 Gls killed in attacks

Shiite Alliance maintains lead; Some Sunnis want government role

BY JASON KEYSER
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Insurgents launched fresh at-
tacks with bombs and bullets, killing 21 Iragis
and two U.S. soldiers, as the Shiite-led alli-
ance that has rolled up a big lead in Iraq’s elec-
tions said it wants to name the prime minister
post in the upcoming government.

The demands from the United Iraqi Alli-
ance could spell trouble for Prime Minister
Ayad Allawi, a secular
Shiite with U.S. backing
whose ticket is running
second. Allawi had been
seen as a possible com-
promise candidate if the
Shiites and their allies
don’t_win two-thirds of
the 275 National Assem-
bly seats.

“The Alliance would
like to get either the posi-
tion of the president or
the prime minister and it
prefers that it be that of
the prime minister,” said Redha Tagi, a top of-
ficial in one of the coalition factions.

Partial results have shown the Alliance,
which has links to Iran and is endorsed by pow-
erful cleric Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani,
with two-thirds of the 3.3 million votes count-
ed so far in the race for the National Assembly.

The list headed by the U.S.-backed Allawi

had about 579,700 votes, or 18 percent.

The returns, released Friday are only a par-
tial count from 10 southern provinces in Iraq’s
Shiite heartland. But if the Alliance amasses a
large vote count in the south, Allawi will have
a tough time making up the difference.

Results from much of Baghdad, the Sunni
Arab provinces of north-central Iraq and the
Kurdish provinces in the north have yet to
emerge.

The Iraqi election commission released no
new election returns Saturday, but predicted it
would announce final vote totals by Thursday.

Kurdish leader Jalal Talabani has an-
nounced his candidacy for the largely ceremo-
nial presidency. The Kurds are expected to
win a sizable bloc of assembly seats and could
form an alliance with the Shiites. Both groups
suffered under Saddam Hussein.

A collection of Sunni Arab parties that re-
fused to participate in the election said Satur-
day they want to participate in the drafting of
a permanent constitution — part of an effort
led by Sunni elder statesman Adnan Pachachi
to ensure the community is included in the
Key next step after the vote.

“The representatives of these political bod-
ies that did not participate in the elections
have decided in principle to take part in the
writing of the permanent itution in a suit-

‘Guardsmen died in a roadside bombing early
Saturday in Basra, Iraq’s second largest city,
while gunmen overran a police station in the
northern city of Mosul, killing five officers, po-
lice officials said.

unmen assassinated a member of the
Baghdad city council, Abbas Hasan Waheed,
and a member of Iraq’s intelligence service in
two separate drive-by shootings.

‘Two Iraqi troops died from a blast that hit a
patrol in the central city of Samarra, and three
Iraqi National Guard soldiers were also killed
in clashes west of Mosul, in the city of Tal
Afar, on Friday night, hospital officials said.

The two American soldiers from Task
Force Danger were killed in a roadside bomb-
ing Friday night near Beiji, 155 miles north of
Baghdad, the U.S. military said Saturday. The
military had said a second roadside blast in
the same area killed two more American sol-
diers, but later said that report was wrong.

West of the capital, a U.S. convoy in the in-
surgent stronghold of Ramadi was rocked by
aroadside bomb that killed two Iraqi bystand-
ers, a hospital official said. It wasn't clear if
there were any American casualties.

The brother of the police chief for Mosul
and the surrounding Ninevah province was
kidnapped Saturday, police officials said.
came three days after the

able way,” a statement from the group said.
The groups were mainly small movements

and it's not clear how representative they

are.In the latest violence, four Iragi National

The
chief, Gen. Mohammed Ahmed " al-Jubouri,
had threatened to destroy rebel sanctuaries if
insurgents did not surrender their weapons
within two weeks.

Marme Corps Base Hawaii.

W Army Spc. Robert T. Hen-
drickson, 24, Broken Bow,
Okla.; died Tuesday in Bagh-
dad after his vehicle over-
turned; assigned to the 2nd Bat-
talion, Sth Cavalry Regiment,
1st Cavalry Division, Fort
Hood, Texas.

W Army Sgt. 1st Class Mark
C. Warren, 44, La Grande,
Ore.; died Monday of noncom-
bat injuries at Kirkuk Air
Base, Irag; assigned to the 3rd
Battalion, 116th Armor Caval-
ry Regiment, 116th Brigade
Combat Team, LaGrande, Ore.

Militant Web posting claims 7 Iraqi Guardsmen Killed

The Associated Press

DUBALI, United Arab Emirates
— An Iragi militant group
claimed in a Web site posting Sat-
urday to have killed seven mem-
bers of the Iraqi National Guard,
and video footage posted with the
claim appeared to show seven peo-
ple being shot repeatedly in their
heads and upper bodies.

In the statement posted on its
Web site, the Ansar al-Sunnah
Army claimed it killed the seven
“apostates” after they were cap-

tured in the Baghdad suburb of
Abu Ghraib.

Insurgents ambushed a police
convoy Thursday in Abu Ghraib,
west of Baghdad, killing one po-
liceman and wounding five.

Officials said at the time that
about 50 policemen were in the
convoy and that a number of them
were missing after the ambush.

The convoy was traveling to Di-
waniyah south of Baghdad.

The Ansar al-Sunnah Army has
claimed responsibility for several

attacks and kidnappings. But it
was not possible to determine if
the latest claim was authentic.

The Web site carried a video
showing a total of seven men, in
two separate groups, identifying
themselves as members of the
Traqi military.

Another poor-quality video clip
followed, appearing to show seven
people, blindfolded and sitting
and lying on the ground, and then
being shot repeatedly.

Two men, their faces digitally

blurred, appeared to carry out the
Killings.

Some of the victims were wear-
ing what looked like military-style
T-shirts, and some wore light civil-
ian-style jackets.

In the video, one of the men
later shot said, “The mujahideen
attacked us and I threw away Iy
weapon and tried to run away.”

he Ansar al-Sunnah Army,
one of the most active insurgent
groups in Iraq, has previously
claimed responsibility for numer-
ous kidnappings and attacks.
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Smile and say ‘Spiderhole’

JASON CHUDY]Stars and Stripes

Spc. Shane Krebs of Company B, 1st Battalion, 509th Parachute Infantry Regiment, sits in the
cupola of his Humvee under the watchful eye of “Smiley” Hussein at Camp Justice on Saturday in
northern Baghdad. The mural was originally of another Hussein — former President Saddam Hus-

sein — and after his fall some unknown soldi

's added the smiley face over Saddam’s. The nearby
entrance to the base is now known as the Smiley Gate.

Former Abu Ghraib guard
gets six months for abuse

BY T.A. BADGER
The Associated Press

FORT HOOD, Texas — Sgt. Javal Davis
doesn’t have to serve much prison time for abus-
ing detainees at Abu Ghraib in late 2003, but
once his incarceration is over, so is his prized ca-
reer as a soldier.

A nine-man Army jury on Friday sentenced
Davis to six months in a military prison, reduc-
tion in rank to private and a bad-conduct dis-
charge.

The j Jjurors deliberated more than five hours
to arrive at their punishment for Davis, a
former Abu Ghraib guard who admitted step-
ping on the hands and feet of handcuffed detain-
ees and falling with his full weight on top of
them.

After the verdict was read, Davis' mother,
Michelle Carpenter, sobbed uncontrollably in
the courtroom. Davis gave his father, Jonathan,
along hug while a tear rolled down Davis’ face.

“All of you who aren’t my family can leave
now,” Davis snapped at spectators after Col.
James Pohl, the judge, and the jury left the
courtroom.

Davis has already been credited with a month
served, and his prison term could be reduced an-
other three weeks for good conduct behind bars,
said Capt. Chuck Neill, a spokesman for prosecu-
tors.

The sentence is among the lightest for any sol-
dier convicted in the Abu Ghraib scandal, which
ignited last spring when graphic photographs
were made public. Last month Pvt. Charles
Graner, called the abuse ringleader, received 10
years in prison.

Defense lawyer Paul Bergrin had urged the
jury to punish Davis lightly for his crimes, and
afterward he blamed the judge for making rul-
ings that tilted the tables against his client.

“We knew ultimately that it was a military
court, and that it’s almost impossible to receive
justice in a military tribunal,” he said.

Bergrin said military intelligence officers at
Abu Ghraib should also face charges for their al-
leged role in directing the abuse by prisons
guards as a way to soften up detainees for inter-
rogation.

AP

Army Sgt. Javal S. Davis, left, and attorney Paul
Bergrin arrive at the courthouse for Davis’ sen-
tencing hearing in Fort Hood, Texas, on Friday.
Davis pleaded guilty to battery and other charges
in connection with the Abu Ghraib prisoner abuse
scandal.

“They all had their hand in this pie and
should have been sitting in the same seat that
Javal Davis was sitting in,” Bergrin said. “But T
don’t believe we'll ever see them. They've been
too insulated.”

Davis, a 27-year-old reservist from Roselle,
N.J., faced up to 6Y: years in prison for battery,
dereliction of duty and lying to Army investiga-
tors. A deal with prosecutors, however, had
capped his sentence at 18 months.

In addition to his own acts, Davis said he saw
detainees being physically mistreated and sexu-
ally humiliated by other guards, but that he
failed to help them or report the abuse, as re-
quired under military law.
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Big shoes to fill

Troop replacements joining units
in Iraq find there’s a lot to learn

BY JOSEPH GIORDONO

Stars and Stripes

RAMADI, Iraq — You can tell them
apart by their crisp new uniforms, un-
touched by wrinkles or desert sand,
and by the way they sit quietly to the
side while other soldiers trade war sto-
nes and tales of friends wounded or

They are the replacements: soldiers
brought in to supplement the ranks as
U.S. units in Iraq lose troops in battle,
to illness or for administrative rea-

sons.

In soldier parlance, they are “tur-
tles” — a Vietnam-era nickname de-
rived from their supposedly slow arriv-
al in theater — or “FNGs,” a slightly
more colorful reference to their “[ex-
pletive] New Guy”
status.

The replacement
system is a practice
as old as combat,
and as the U.S. mis-
sion in Iraq begins
its third full year
amid a continuing
insurgency, it is a
more common oc-

& My mind-set is that
I'll be trying not
to do something
stupid to get
myself killed. You

“We know that there are always
going to be losses, so we were already
prepping for replacements” within the
first 90 days of the brigade’s arrival in
Iraq, said Sgt. 1st Class Hugh Bent, of
the personnel staff.

“The losses have varied: it’s medics,
mechanics, supply guys. You have to
tailor the people coming in base off

The replacement system is no long-
er a one-to-one proposition. With the
shortage of ground combat troops and
the different tactics of a guerrilla cam-

paign, every military occupation spe-
cialty is in demand.

“Under normal circumstances, pre-
vious to the war on terror, it was
one-to-one,” said Maj. Tom Huse.
“Here that isn’t the case because MOS
doesn’t matter. Ev-
eryone’s an infantry-

man first, so every-
one is subject to be-
coming a casualty.”

For 2nd Brigade,
the replacements
are trained at Fort
Carson and wait
there before being
selected for duty in

currence for units listen to the other Irag. During the
throughout the - wait, they 20
country. officers and ... get  through a 30-day

Second Lt. John . . course on weapons,
Sommervold, —a  their advice and  rules of engagement
24-year-old  from and cultural aware-

Rapid Clty, S.D, ar-
rived in Iraq_ early
on the morning of
Feb. 2. Until then,
he had been with
the 2nd Brigade,
2nd Infantry Divi-
sion’s rear detach-
ment in Fort Car-
son, Colo.

The 2nd Brigade, which deployed
3,500 soldiers from South Korea to
Iraq last fall, will head to Carson when
its year tour in Iraq is over. Because of
that, much of the brigade’s administra-
tive work takes place in Colorado; it is
also where their are se-

some of the
lessons they’ve
learned. Y

2nd Lt. John Sommervold
2nd Brigade, 2nd Infantry

ness, said Sgt. lst
Class Yvette Morri-
son, who traveled to
Kuwait last month
to receive and escort
the brigade’s first
of replace-
ments.

Other units in the
Army put similar courses into place.
The Germany-based 1st Armored Divi-
sion had a nine-day course called Indi-
vidual Replacement Training.

'he goal, Morrison said, is to make
sure soldiers are “combat capable“ be-
fore they are sent to their new units. If
feels the sol-

Division

lected.

Sommervold was fresh out of
school, originally bound for a platoon
command slot with the 4th Infantry Di-
vision. Instead, he was assigned as a re-
placement public affairs officer with
2nd Brigade in Iraq. When he arrived
at Camp Ramadi, he was shifted again
and was assigned to the 1st Battalion,
9th Infantry.

Over the coming weeks, he will try
to integrate into his new unit.

“My mind-set is that I'll be trying
not to do something stupid to get my-
self killed,” Sommervold said of his
first weeks in country.

“You listen to the other officers and
[noncommissioned officers] and get
their advice and some of the lessons
they've learned.”

He won't have the benefit of the five
months of combat experience the rest
0 Lhe battalion has had in one of Iraq’s

He also admitted lying to an Army i
tor by denying his misdeeds at the Baghdad pns-
on on Nov. 8, 2003.

Davis described harsh conditions for the Abu
Ghraib guards that created high levels of stress.
He said they had to sleep in filthy jail cells and
eat bad food while working long hours trying to
control vast numbers of hostile prisoners.

“Abu Ghraib was like hell on earth,” he said
on the witness stand Thursday.

“lt 's definitely harder coming in this
way,” he said.

Personnel officials with the 2nd Bri-
gade have worked for months to pre-
pare their replacement packages, the
first of which they received in late Jan-
uary. Since their deployment began in
September, the brigade has suffered
at least 40 deaths and many more il
ries.

dler isn’t ready when he arrives, the
soldier will not be sent into combat,
she said.

The biggest lesson: “Stay alert, stay
alive,” Morrison said.

Much of the time is spent on rumor
control and trying to reassure the new
soldiers they will be welcomed into
their new unit. Some have even met
the soldiers they are replacing while
the wounded soldiers convalesce at
Fort Carson.

Still, some of the replacements
worry about fitting in when they ar-

rive.

“I know it’s going to be hard. How
do you just step into some guy’s boots
who was under fire with these guys
and had been here since the begin-
ning?” asked one of the 28 replace-

ments who arrived at the 1st Battalion,
S03rd Infantry in downtown Ramadi
last week.

The 503rd has taken the heaviest
losses in the brigade; their area of op-
erations puts them in almost daily
urban combat with insurgents in the

city.

“These guys have gone through hell
together already. I don’t want to be the
new guy who everyone teases. I know
I'm going to have to prove myself, and
T hope I can do that.”

E-mail Joseph
giordonoj@ps
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Smoke over Baghdad

AU
outskirts Saturday.

itary helicopter hovers over the scene of a mortar attack near the airport on Baghdad's western

U.S. official urges G-7 nations to
target terror groups’ funding lines

BY ED JOHNSON
The Associated Press

LONDON — The international community must
step up the financial war on terrorism and choke off
funding for extremist groups, Treasury Undersecre-
tary John Taylor has told a gathering a finance min-
isters in London.

Taylor, who is attending a summit of the world’s
seven wealthiest nations, said the money channeled
to terrorist organizations such as al-Qaida and
‘Hamas must be cut of

“By breaking the financial backbone of terrorist
groups and insurgents, we can encumber and
thwart their short-term ambitions while rupturing
and dismantling their long-term agendas,” Taylor
said in a dinner address Friday evening. “Choking
off funds that aid terrorist efforts can lead to the ulti-
mate ruin of terrorist organizations.”

The United States has stepped up action against
foreign financial institutions it suspects of money
laundering and using powers under the 2001 USA
Patriot Act has cut them off from the U.S. financial
system.

According to a text of his speech released by his
office, Taylor called on other countries to adopt
such measures.

“Though we have found this tool to be highly effec-
tive, it would clearly be most effective if employed
multilaterally,” said Taylor.

“The United States believes we should apply
these lessons and deploy the full array of financial
tools at our disposal to attack the financial underpin-
nings of all illicit activity, including organized
crime, kleptocracy, narcotics trafficking and the pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruction,” he said.

Since the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks, more than
$140 million in financial assets belonging to suspect-
ed terrorist financiers has been frozen worldwide,
the Treasury Department has said.

The Patriot Act, passed after the attacks, broad-
ened the government’s powers to go after money
launderers and terror financiers. But critics of the
sweeping anti-terrorism law contend that it gives
too much power to the government and the Bush ad-

istration must lobby Congress this year to reau-

Sunnis show signs
of shift in thinking
about political role

BY ANTHONY SHADID
The Washington Post

BAGHDAD — Influential
Sunni Arab leaders of a boycott of
last weeK’s elections expressed a
new willingness Friday to engage
the coming Iraqi government and
play a role in writing the constitu-
tion, in what may represent a stra-
tegic shift in thinking among main-
stream anti-occupation groups.

The signs remain tentative, and
even advocates of such change
suggest much will depend on the
posture the new government
takes toward the insurgency and
the removal of former Baath
Party officials from state institu-
tions. But in statements and inter-
views, some Sunni leaders said
the sectarian tension that surged
ahead of the vote had forced them
to rethink their stance.

Sunday’s national election was
for seats in a 275-member transi-
tional parliament, which will ap-
point the government and draft
the constitution this year. Parlia-
ment likely will be dominated by
members of the country’s Shiite
Arab majority and by ethnic Kur-
dish Sunnis from northern Iraq,
leaving Sunni Arabs and others
who oppose the presence of for-
eign troops in Iraq with little rep-
resentation.

“We are taking a conciliatory
line because we are frightened
that things may develop into a
civil war,” said Wamidh Nadhmi,
leader of the Arab Nationalist
Trend and a spokesman for a coa-
lition of Sunni and Shiite groups
that boycotted the election. “The
two sides have come to a conclu-
sion that they have to respect the
other side if they want a unified
Iraq.

He cautioned, however, that
“perhaps it will not succeed.”

The Association of Muslim
Scholars, one of the most influen-
tial groups, sent mixed signals
this week — saying it would re-
spect the election results while ar-
guing that the new government
will lack the legitimacy to draft a
constitution. But the sermon Fri-
day at the association’s headquar-
ters, the Um al-Qura Mosque
was decidedly Di-

Shiite party
sets sights
on top posts

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The Shiite
Muslim alliance rolling up
huge margins in Iraq’s nation-
al election count wants the
next president or prime minis-
ter to come from its ranks, a se-
nior party official said Salur-
day.

That could spell trouble for
pro-U.S. Prime Minister Ayad
Allawn a secular Shiite whose
ticket is running second. Al-
lawi had been seen as a possi-
ble compromise candidate if
the Shiites and their allies
don’t win two-thirds of the 275
National Assembly seats.

Redha Tagqi told The Associ-
ated Press that the Shiite
group, the United Iraqi Alli-
ance, had not decided whether
to mslst on lhe presidency or
prim ership, although
he added ll preferred the lat-

Kurd.lsh leader Jalal Tala-
bani has announced his candi-
dacy for the largely ceremoni-
al presidency. The Kurds are
expected to win a sizable bloc
of assembly seats and could
form an alliance with the Shi-
ites, both of whom suffered
under Saddam Hussein.

Sunni_ elder  statesman
Adnan Pachachi said he be-
lieved the Shiites and Kurds
would end up as the top two
blocs in the new assembly. He
said that casts doubt on Allaw-
i’s chances for another term.

liament but that it would not ob-
ject if independent candidates
‘who were included on the party’s
list took seats.

“We’re getting the same vibes,”
a Western diplomat said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

“It’s my sense that there are a
number of people in the Sunni
community that are trying to
build

recting much of his sermon at the

new government, the preacher

called Iraq its “trusteeship” and

said the people’s welfare was “a

great responsibility on your shoul-
ers.”

A meeting Thursday at the
home of a Sunni elder statesman
that brought together some large-
ly Sunni groups, including those
that boycotted, produced an
agreement to participate in draft-
ing the constitution, “without con-
dition,” said Nadhmi, one of those
in attendance. A spokesman for
the Iraqi Islamic Party, which
withdrew from Sunday’s vote but
still was listed on the ballot, said
its members would not enter par-

n that
tythat .. paﬂlclpaunn in the politi-
cal process would be to the best
advantage of the Sunni Arab com-
munity,” the diplomat said.

The shift in thinking appears to
have arisen from a calculation
that the election may have creat-
ed a new dynamic in Iraq, as the
country slowly moves past an em-
phasis on the U.S. occupation and
more toward the blueprint of a fu-
ture state. The groups do not
speak for the insurgency, but the
Association of Muslim Scholars,
in particular, holds great sway in
the Sunni Arab community in cen-
tral and western Iraq, where
there are signs of grass-roots dis-
content over the boycott.
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Bush to seek $419.3B
for '06 defense budget

BY LIZ SIDOTI
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Bush will ask Con-
gress for $419.3 billion for the Penlagon for next
year, 4.8 percent more than this year’s spending, as
the administration seeks to beef up and reshape the
Army and Marine Corps for fighting terrorism.

The request will not include money for wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan. Congress already has appmpri—
ated $25 billion for those wars this ye and the
White House is planning to request another $80 bil-
lion soon.

The president plans to roll out his military spend-
ing proposal Monday as part of a roughly $2.5 trillion
federal budget. But documents obtained by The Asso-
ciated Press on Friday show that he will request
$19.2 billion more for the Defense Department than
its $400.1 billion budget this year.

The proposal will include restructuring and ex-
panding the Army and adding combat and support
units for the Marine Corps. It reflects Defense Secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld’s efforts to transform the Cold
War-style military into one that’s more rapidly de-
ployable to fight terrorist groups.

The plan calls for special operations forces, which
the documents described as “critical to the fight
against terrorism,” to add 1,200 troops. The forces
would get $50 million to keep people from leaving the
services.

The president also wants Congress to let him spend
$750 million as he chooses to help Iraq, Afghanistan
and U.S. allies opposing terrorism bolster their mili-
tary and security forces. In the past, lawmakers have
been reluctant to give Bush unfettered control of
such funds but have generally complied.

n Thursday, Missouri Rep. Ike Skelton — ranking

— said in a statement that he worried that the presi-
dent’s budget request, which he anticipated would be
bllllons less than the Penbagon had predicted need-

ing, “may weaken our efforts” in Iraq and Afghani-
stan “while undermining our ability to prepare for fu-
ture conflicts.”

Overall, the president’s proposal calls for the Navy,
Marines and Air Force to all receive extra funds next
year, but the Army’s budget would take a $300 mil-
lion reduction to $100 billion even though it’s bearing
the brunt of the costs and fighting in Iraq and Afghan-
istan. However, the $80 billion Bush plans to request
in the coming days for Iraq and Afghanistan is expect-
ed to be tilted heavily toward the Army.

Bush plans to propose $1.6 billion to fight chemical
and biological threats next year and $9.9 billion over
the next five years. And, he would allocate $9.5 bil-
lion for homeland security activities next year and
$147.8 billion for training, maintenance and other
“readiness” programs.

The president, according to the documents, will
seek $8.8 billion for its missile defense program, com-
pared with $9.9 billion this year. The documents also
showed that he would ask for $695.7 million for the
Chinook helicopter for next year, compared with
$869.8 million for this year. And, the B-2 stealth
bomber would get $344.3 million, down from $365
million this year.

More than half the total defense increase — $10.8
billion — would be for training, maintenance and
other costs associated with keeping the milita
ready for action. Most of the rest would go for mili
tary salaries and construction of bases and housing.

The proposal calls for increasing military base sala-
ries by 3.1 percent and civilian salaries by 2.3 per-
cent. It also calls for gwmg troops more money for
housing and giving reservists better health care cov-
erage and education benefits.

Democrat on the House Armed Services Committee

Alan Fram of The Associated Press contributed to this report.

Pentagon looking into operation

Sunday, February 6, 2005

of military-sponsored Web sites

BY ROBERT BURNS
The Associated Press

‘WASHINGTON — The Penta-
gon’s chief investigator is looking
into the military’s practice of pay-
ing journalists to write articles
and commentary for a Web site
aimed at influencing public opin-
ion in the Balkans.

At the request of Larry Di Rita,
chief spokesman for Defense Sec-
retary Donald Rumsfeld, the Pen-
tagon’s inspector general, Joseph
Schmitz, is reviewing that case
and also looking more broadly at
Pentagon activities that might in-
volve mappropndle payments to
journalist:

Di Rita sald Friday that he had

no reason to believe there have
been any inappropriate activities
but wanted a comprehensive re-
view to “help ensure our process-
es are sufficiently sensitive to this
matter.” He stressed that the Web
projects are done in close coordi-
nation with the State Department.

The Balkans Web site, called
Southeast European Times, as
well as a second aimed at audienc-
es in north Africa, have no imme-
diately obvious connection to the
U.S. government but contain a
linked disclaimer that says they
are “sponsored by the U.S. Euro-
pean Command.

The second site, called
Magharebia and aimed at the
Maghreb region that encompass-

es Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Mo-
rocco and Tunisia, still is in devel-
opment and has not reached the
stage of having paid correspon-
dents, said Air Force Lt. Col.
Derek Kaufman, a European
Command spokesman.

Both sites carry news stories
compiled from The Associated
Press, Reuters and other news or-
ganizations. The Pentagon’s role
in these Web sites was first report-
ed by CNN on Thursday.

The Web sites are examples of
what the military calls “informa-
tion operations,” or programs de-
signed to influence public opinion
by countering what the Pentagon
considers to be misinformation or
lies that circulate in the interna-
tional news media.

Army 1st Lt. Jeffrey Adams, right, of Baton Rouge,

La., gets guidance

from instructor Mark Fitzpatrick as as he learns to ski with outriggers
Friday in Windham, N.Y. Adams lost his right leg in Iraq.

Wounded warriors
get back on slopes

BY MICHAEL HILL
The Associated Press

WINDHAM, N.Y. — Sgt. An-
drew Butterworth was up on skis
for the first time since losing a leg
in Irag. And almost just as quickly,
he was down.

“You still want to go?” his in-
structor  asked, helping the
25-year-old National Guardsman
from Durham, N.C., out of the
snow after he lost his balance.

“You bet!” Butterworth replied,
rejoining nine other soldiers mal
ing their way down the beginners’

Friday at Windham Mountain
in the Catskills.

'he men, most of whom lost legs
in Iraq or Afghanistan, are getting
a three-day free pass to ski and
stay in Lhe Catskills under a pro-
gram that’s part rehab, part “thank
you” and part rigorous R&R.

“We don’t quit,” said 1st. Lt. Jef-
frey Adams, who lost his left leg.
“Tfwe quit, we'd be in the hospital
crying, and that's Kind of useless.”

The soldiers came up from
Walter Reed Army Medical Center
in Washington, many of them heal-
ing from grenade attacks or road-
side bomb explosions. A local chap-
ter of Disabled Sports USA, the
Adaptive  Sports  Foundation,
helped raise $16,000 to cover the
soldiers’ flight, food and lodging.

Most of the men are in their 20s.
Some had skied before their inju-
ries. Others, like Baton Rouge, La.
native Adams, it the slopes for the
first time.

“A one-legged guy from Louisi-
ana trying to ski,” he said. “It's
going fo be fun.”

Adams, 25, lost his left leg about
eight inches below the hip in No-
vember from a roadside impro-
vised explosive device in Baghdad.

Butterworth lost his right leg
above the knee in November when
a rocket-propelled grenade hit a
gap in the armor of his Bradley
near Kirkuk. “Kind of a lucky
shot,” he said.

Both men were fitted for one
boot, one ski and two outriggers,
which look like crutches with
small skis at the bottom. Disabled
skiers use them for balance and
braking.

Most of the soldiers have been
wounded within the past year,
which adds to the challenge of ski-
ing, said ASF executive director
Cherisse Young.

“You're also going to deal with
more of the emotional issues as
well ... depression, the ‘Why me?’
scenario. ‘I can’t do what I used to
do,” that kind of stuff,” Young said.
“Really, what our program does is
show them that they can still do it.”

Study: CIA should keep control of its paramilitary forces

BY ANN SCOTT TYSON
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — A preliminary study
contracted by the Pentagon has concluded
that the Defense Department should not
take charge of the CIA’s paramilitary func-
tions, senior defense officials said Friday.
The study was conducted in response to
a request from President Bush that the
Pentagon, the CIA and other agencies con-
sider how to act on a recommendation by

the Sept. 11 commission that lead responsi-
bility for covert and clandestine paramili-
tary operations be shifted from the CIA to
the Defense Department. The commis-
sion’s report said the CIA lacked a robust
paramilitary operation and relied too heavi-
ly on proxies. The United States could not
afford to build two paramillitary arms, it
said, and suggested they be consolidated
under the military’s Tampa, Fla.-based
Special Operations Command.

“Our study does not intend to take over

any mission from the CIA,” Thomas
0'Connell, assistant secretary of defense
for special operations and low-intensity
conflict, said at a conference here Friday.
The Pentagon and the CIA are drafting for-
mal proposals to submit to the White
House later this month. The study’s conclu-
sion, however, reflects an emerging con-
sensus among current and former defense,
military and intelligence officials that it is
‘more logical for the CIA to retain its rela-
tively modest paramilitary force.

“If you take the very small paramllnary
capabilities away from the CIA, in my
view, it would limit their ability to conduct
foreign intelligence activities which they
are required by law to do,” said one senior
defense official familiar with the study.
Moreover, “we don’t have the legal authori-
ties to be doing what the CIA does, so get-
ting all those assets doesn’t make any
sense,” he said, speaking on the condition
of anonymity because the issue is still un-
settled.
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Return to combat proves dangerous

1-4 Cav NCO suffers
his second near-fatal
injury while in Iraq

BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

SCHWEINFURT, Germany — You can’t
break “the Rock.”

That’s what the men of the 1st Squadron,
4th Cavalry Regiment say about their se-
nior enlisted leader, 1st Sgt. Brent Jurgers-

The 42-year-old from Clinton, Iowa, nick-
named “the ” is in critical condition
at Walter Reed Army Hospital in Washing-
ton D.C., mending m his second
near-fatal injury in Iraq.

“If there’s anyone who's going to recov-
er, it’s him,” said Staff Sgt. Frank San Nico-
las, 34, of Inarajan, Guam, a 1-4 Cavalry
trooper who himself returned from Iraq
last momh with an in-
jury. “There’s just no
stopping in that man.”

Jurgersen suffered
an open head wound,
a broken arm and
badly injured legs
Jan. 26 when insur-
gents in Ad Duluiyah
fired two rocket-pro-
pelled grenades at his
Humvee. The explo-
sion killed his gunner,
Sgt. William Kinzer,
and injured two other
soldiers riding with him.

Seven months earlier, Jurgersen had
been shot in the face during an ambush on
a 1-4 Cavalry supply convoy. He endured
multiple surgeries on his upper jaw and
the soft tissue of his mouth but kept a prom-
ise to his troops.

“I spoke to him more than once that he
was so lucky, he shouldn’t go back,” said
Staff Sgt. Donald Merritt, 39, of Fort
Pierce, Fla,, also wounded in Iraq. “He
said there was one thing he was going to ac-
complish, and that was bring the boys
home.”

Jurgersen has served 14 years in the
Army. After a Pentagon tour as branch
manager for all the Army’s 19D cavalry
scouts he joined 1-4 Cavalry in 2002 and de-
ployed with the unit to Iraq last February.

The soldiers who served with him said
he is a quiet man with an unmatched work
ethic.

“He’s like a machine,” said Sgt. Michael
Petty, 26, of Mesa, Ariz., a 1-4 Cavalry
trooper who was Jurgersen’s driver and as-
sistant for a year. “He runs nonstop. He’s
at work until 10 o’clock at night, and comes
back at 4 o’clock.”

His sergeants say Jurgersen runs his
unit by the book and strikes fear into any
trooper who breaks the rules. He instituted
“night court,” in which soldiers who com-

Merritt

RAYMOND L. BAUM JR(Courtesy of the U.S. Army

The personal determination and the dedica-
tion to his soldiers makes 1st Sgt. Brent
Jurgersen, the rock of the 1st Squadron,
4th Cavalry Regiment.

mitted minor infractions had to come be-
fore his desk with their platoon sergeants
and face his wrath.

“The fear of ‘night court’ kept a lot of sol-
diers straight,” Merritt said.

But, they said, he’s quick to give second
chances and will take on anyone to make
sure his soldiers are cared for. At camps
MacKenzie and Wilson, the 1-4 Cavalry's
two main bases in Iraq, he pushed hard for
quality-of-life improvements, such as a
‘movie theater and phone center.

Before leaving Germany last year, Jurg-
ersen pledged to soldiers and their families
that he would personally bring his men
home from Iraq. He joined them on dozens
of patrols before June 18, when a 1-4 Caval-
1y logistics convoy came under fire.

Instead of racing away, Jurgersen’s men
got out and fought back. As he lay prone in
the firing position, the enemy bullet struck
the butt of his rifle and hit him just below
the nose. He was sent to Germany for pain-
ful surgeries that left his face scarred and
forced him to wear dentures.

He returned to Iraq in October, and
Jooked forward to bringing his squadron
home in late February or early March.

“I was happy to have him back, because
he was someone I knew would watch my
back,” said Sgt. Jef-

.y Hummert, 27, a
1-4 Cavalry soldier
from Pittsburgh.

Just after sunrise
Jan. 26, Jurgersen led
a five-vehicle convoy
to assess the security
needs at several poli-
ing sites for the up-
coming elections.
Hummert, who was
Y sitting behind Jurgers-

en in the trail Hum-

vee, said the patrol
had just finished its second stop and was
driving through a narrow street.

“The first indication of trouble was a
loud bang, and then a blinding white light,”
Hummert said.

He later learned two men had fired two

" A
San Nicolas

Special to Stars and Stripes

First Sgt. Brent Jurgersen plants a flag last November at Forward Operating Base MacKen-
zie, Iraq, at a memorial wall for 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry Regiment soldiers killed in
action. Jurgersen was shot in the face and seriously wounded in an ambush in June 2004,
but returned to duty four month later. Then Jan. 26, just a month before his unit returned
Germany, he lost a leg and suffered serious head wounds in a grenade attack.

RPGs at the passenger side of the vehicle
from point-blank range. One exploded in-
side the Humvee, leaving behind a scene
00 awful for Hummert to describe.

The driver, a medic, quickly bandaged
Jurgersen’s gaping head wounds and man-
gled left leg while Hummert, who suffered
shrapnel wounds to the arm and leg, called
for help to tow the disabled vehicle out of
harm’s way.

Within minutes, Hummert said, a heli-
copter landed nearby and whisked him
and Jurgersen to a hospital. By the end of
the day, they’d flown to Germany for treat-
ment. Doctors put Jurgersen in a drug-in-
duced coma and amputated his damaged
left leg below the knee.

Stunned members of the squadron’s rear
detachment visited him in the hospital. De-
spite his coma, Merritt said, Jurgersen
perked up when his men came in.

“When the soldiers began to talk, he’d
open his eyes. He'd try to get up,” Merritt

said.

With his wife, Karin, beside him, Jurg-
ersen was flown to Walter Reed. Petty said
his condition has improved. He awoke
from the coma a few days ago. Despite his
head injuries, he doesn’t appear to have
brain damage.

His troops believe that, having survived
one life-threatening wound, Jurgersen will
bounce back from this one as well.

“I don’t see it stopping him,” Hummert
said. “I see him getting a prosthetic limb,
pushing himself, and getting back here to
his soldiers.”

Jurgersen has the prayers of his squad-
ron to boost him, and strength his friends
say is uncommon even by Army standards.

“He’s the toughest man I've ever met,”
Merritt said.

Like a rock.

E-mail Steve Liewer at:
Liewers@mail.estripes.osd.mil.

Navy Europe names sailor of the year

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

SIGONELLA, Sicily — Petty Officer 1st
Class Christopher Anton, 29, was named
Thursday as the Commander-Naval Forc-
es Europe sailor of the year, an achieve-
‘ment that will have him competing against
25 other sailors in the next round of compe-
tition.

His said he believes his desire to “ex-
ceed what I've already achieved” earned
him the distinction.

“It’s about consis-
tency and commit-
ment, both to myself
and the Navy,” said
the aviation systems
warfare operator. “T
come to work every
day trying to do bet-
ter than the day be-
fore.”

In  nominating
Anton for the post,
Senior Chief Petty Of-
ficer Mark Flores

said his leading petty officer “is hands
down the top sailor.”

“Inominated him for his leadership abili-
ties and his ability to work for his people,”
Flores said. “It’s all about his people for
him. He puts his folks first. Their problems
are his. ... If you’re going to strap a saddle
on people and ride ‘em, you better put
them first. He does.”

Anton now will compete against 25 other
sailors for the title of sailor of the year Com-
mander-U.S. Fleet Forces Command.

Army orders more Humvees

FAIRFIELD, Ohio — The Army’s top
general said Friday that production of ar-
mored Humvees for soldiers fighting in
Iraq and Afghanistan may be stepped up
beyond the current accelerated rate,

Gen. Peter Schoomaker, Army chief of
staff, toured the ess & Eisen-
hardt plant in this southwest Ohio city,
‘where the Humvees are armored.

The plant was producing 450 vehicles a
month in December, when the Army
asked the company to accelerate produc-

tion.

The Army has ordered 8,105 of the ar-
mored Humvees. Schoomaker declined
to say how many of them will ultimately
be needed.

E-mail Sandra Jontz at:
jontzs@mail.estripes.osd.

From The Associated Press
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Mohamad Hassoun, older brother of U.S. Marine Cpl. Wassef Ali
Hassoun, speaks to the media July 8 at the Hassoun home in Utah.

AWOL Marine’s brother :
claims anti-Muslim bias

BY MARK THIESSEN

The Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — Anti-Mus-
lim bias prompted military offi-
cials to treat an AWOL Marine
charged with desertion more
harshly than others, the man’s
brother said in an interview with
The Associated Press.

The pressure of the charge
filed against Cpl. Wassef Ali Has-
soun, coupled with an argument
with his newlywed wife the day
he was to return to his base,
drove Hassoun to flee, said his
brother, Mohamad.

Neither Mohamad Hassoun nor
military officials know where to
find the younger Hassoun, a Leba-
nese-born, naturalized American
citizen. He failed to return to
Camp Lejeune, N.C., on Jan. 5 —
the second time the Marines have
deemed him a deserter.

“Instead of them giving him
medals and making him feel good
about his service and what he was
doing for his country, they gave
him an Article 32,” Hassoun said
of the military court proceedings
that are on hold against his broth-
er until he is found.

think there is some kind of
bias, yes,” he said.

Mohamad Hassoun believes
his brother’s claim that he was

Kidnapped in Iraq last summer
and held against his will before
being released. Hassoun said the
military charges are built on hear-
sa

y.

He said thousands of deserters
have gone AWOL, but haven't
shown up on the Naval Criminal
Investigative Services’ most want-
ed list like his brother.

All five people currently being
sought by the military and fea-
tured on the NCIS Web site are
charged with desertion.

Maj. Matt Morgan, a spokes-
man for the Camp Lejeune-based
4th Marine Expeditionary Bri-
gade, denied that Hassoun was
treated differently because of
bias and said any action being
taken against Hassoun is based
on evidence, not religion.

Mohamad Hassoun declined to
say whether he has spoken to his
brother after the 25-year-old sol-
dier failed to return to Camp Leje-
une early last month after an au-
thorized leave. He would only con-
firm that he spoke to Wassef Has-
soun Dec. 29, when the Marine
called from the Washington air-

port.

“He should come to defend him-
self and to face these charges,”
Mohamad Hassoun said. “Until
the truth is known, no one should
be jumping to conclusions.”
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DOD may seek to dismiss
suit over policy on gays

Former servicemembers seek to rejoin military after
being discharged under ‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ policy

BY CHARLIE COON
Stars and Stripes
The Department of Defense is
expected Monday to ask for dis-
missal of a lawsuit filed by 12

original rationale behind the poli-
cy: “Living conditions especially
in combat operations are often
Spartan, primitive and character-
ized by forced intimacy with little
orno privacy,thereby creating an

former ser seeking
to k‘ejom the
military
after being
discharged
under  the
Pentagon’s
“don’t ask,
don't  tell”
policy.

The
former mili-
tary mem-
bers filed the
suit in De-
cember in
the U.S. District Court for the Dis-
trict of Massachusetts, saying
that the “don’t ask, don’t tell” poli-
cy is unconstitutional.

Derek Sparks, a former Navy
petty officer first class, is one of
the plaintiffs.

A veteran of military opera-
tions in the Middle East and
Southwest Asia, Sparks was dis-
missed in 2002 after a superior
said he saw Sparks engaging in
sex acts with two other male sail-

&
Vasquez

ors.

“Here I had over 14 years of
service, and then all of a sudden I
was unfit because of this,” said
Sparks, of Seattle. “I wasn’t any
different. I was the same person.”

“The military was saying they
had new information about me,
but I was the same person, the
same sailor. It was pretty terri-
ble,” he said.

The 1l-year-old “don’t ask,
don’t tell” policy has been chal-
lenged in court five times before
and has always been upheld, said
Sharon Alexander, an attorney
for the Servicemembers Legal De-
fense Network in Washington,
D.C,, and one of the attorneys for
the gay plaintiffs in the Massachu-
setts suit.

The Massachusetts suit, howev-
er, is one of two challenging the
policy in the wake of a 2003 Su-
preme Court ruling that the right
of privacy in private, consensual

they may be right.

work.

Fox to air live feeds of troops during Super Bowl

LANDSTUHL, Germany — If soldiers think they see a familiar
face on their television while watching the Super Bowl on Sunday,

Fox will air live feeds from overseas U.S. military installations in
Iraq, Afghanistan, Israel and Germany during the game. It plans to
broadcast at least one spot from each country, according to the net-

To prepare for their few minutes of fame, staff members at the
Landstuhl Regional Medical Center organized a Super Bowl party
complete with a buffet and Playstation tournament for patients and
soldiers serving at the hospital. The hospital staff also recorded a
promotional video with interviews from a physician and a nurse
that is scheduled to air on Fox before the game begins.

From staff reports

adult “full
right” to be exercised “without
the intervention of government."

A Pentagon spokesman said the
Defense department does not
plan to budge on the policy, which
requires gay servicemembers to
keep their lifestyle a secret while
also forbidding their command
from asking about it.

“It’s in the best interest for the
cohesion of the force,” Army Lt.
Col. Joseph Richard said. “We be-
lieved that then and we currently
believe that now.”

When asked later to clarify
what_he meant, Richard, in an
e-mailed response, repeated the

is  cohe-
sion-bust-
ing”

Alex-
ander, the at-
torney, put it
another way:
“The  pre-
sumption is
that straight
people can’t
deal with
gay folks
around them
in the mili-

Sparks is joined in the Massa-
chusetts lawsuit by one former
sailor, five former soldiers, four
former airmen and one ex-Coast
Guardsman.

‘Among them is Stacy Vasquez,
a former Army sergeant first
class, who was discharged in Au-
gust 2003.

Vasquez said that a spouse of
one of her co-workers claimed
she saw Vasquez kissing another
‘woman at a nightclub. Vasquez
said her commander asked her to
write a statement stating she was
alesbian.

Vasquez, of Washington, D.C.,
said she wanted to stay in the
Army until she retired. Now she
wants to rejoin and demonstrate
that, in her opinion, her fellow sol-
diers won’t judge her on her life-
style but on her job performance.

“I served 12 years with hetero-
sexual people and it worked just
fine,” she said. “I don’t think it
would be a problem.

“I want the [gay troops] who
are serving in military right now
to be able to serve without having
to worry that they won’t have a ca-
reer anymore when someone fig-
ures out they are gay,” Vasquez
said.

The defendants are Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, be-
cause it is his job to enforce
“don’t ask, don’t tell” within the
Army, Navy, Air Force and Ma-
rines; Tom Ridge, the former sec-
retary of Homeland Security,
which oversees the Coast Guard;
and the United States of America,
because Congress passed the
1993 law on which “don’t ask,
don’t tell” based.

The other lawsuit challenging
the policy’s constitutionality was
filed in October by Log Cabin Re-
publicans, a GOP gay-advocacy
group, in U.S. District Court, Cen-
tral District of California, West-
ern Division. The Pentagon has
asked that suit be dismissed be-
cause no plaintiffs were named in
the suit — only the Log Cabin or-
ganization — and because previ-

ous rulings in that jurisdiction
supported the policy.

The government has not yet re-
sponded to the Massachusetts
suit.

Richard, the Pentagon spokes-
man, said that the military is sim-
ply upholding the law when it dis-
charges servicemembers for ac-
knowledging their homosexuali-

ty.

“No one is being drummed out
of the military,” Richard said.
“Our ... policy is very clear. We
don’t hunt down anyone. If they
declare their sexual preference,
then we have no choice. That’s a
choice they make if they declare
[their] sexual preference.”

Sparks served aboard the USS
Sacramento during Operation
Desert Storm, when he won a Sail-
or of the Quarter award, and
aboard the USS Bridge during Op-
eration Enduring Freedom.

‘While aboard the USS Bridge, a
master chief alleged that while
spying through a peephole he saw
Sparks and two other sailors com-
mitting homosexual acts. Sparks
and the sailors repeatedly denied
the allegations, but Sparks said
he felt pressured by his command
to admit his sexuality.

“A couple days [after the allega-
tion], after I mulled it over in my
mind, I got tired of lying and tired
of hiding,” Sparks said. “Yes,
eventually I wrote a statement of
my sexuality.”

He was given a general dis-
charge in April 2002.

“Don’t ask, don’t tell” started
out as a 1992 campaign promise
by presidential candidate Bill
Clinton, who wanted homosexu-
als to be able to serve in the mili-
tary without having to hide their
sexual preference. The Pentagon
had prekusly barred homosexu-
als from serving in the military.

Before it passed, the law was
molded into its current state.

“[The law] started out with
good intentions,” said Alexander,
the gay plaintiffs’ attorney. “But
it left us in a terrible mess.”

According to a study by the
Urban Institute, based on the
2000 census, there are currently
about 65,000 active-duty service-
members and reservists who are
gay, or about 2.8 percent of all mil-
itary personnel.

Alexander said the law, which
has caused more than 10,000 gays
to leave the military, can only be
changed by Congress or if a court
finds it unconstitutional.

According to Richard, the De-
fense department believes that
“don’t ask, don’t tell” is good for
military readiness and discipline.

“We have made a determina-
tion that there are no circumstanc-
es that would require us to re-
view, and there is no effort cur-
rently under way, to revisit “don’t
ask don't tell,” ” Richard sai

coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Hooking up with a unique band of Marines

New member of
President’s Own
gets a lesson

in Corps values

BY MICHAEL E. RUANE
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — He has been
to Mr. Sneed’s, across from the
barracks, to get a regulation hair-
cut.

He has been to Mr. Yi, next
door, to get fitted for his crim-
son-and-blue uniforms.

He has learned how to salute:
Right hand only. Elbow out. Fin-
gertips to the back of the hat bill,
with no palm or thumb showing.

By the way, Marine, it's a
cover, not a hat.

And he has been warned
against chewing gum in uniform.

Now it is showtime.

On Sunday recruit Joseph De-
Luccio, 27, a carpenter’s son from
Vernon, N.J., was set to make his
debut with the Marine Corps —
not with a rifle, but with a black,
short-barrel, smooth-bore instru-
ment that he will carry through-
out his career in uniform.

The oboe.

DeLuccio, who has been in his
khaki and olive green service uni-
form just over a week, is the new-
est member of the Marine Band,
known as the President'’s Own,
‘which has serenaded every chief
executive from John Adams to
George W. Bush.

Bypassing hoot camp

His trip into a Marine uniform
bypassed one essential stop made
by virtually all other Marines: the
13-week ordeal commonly known
as boot camp. Making the Marine
band does not require crawling
through the mud, being yelled at
by a drill instructor or learning
hand-to-hand combat. Band mem-
bers don’t learn to fire a weapon
because they never expect to use
one.

‘The Marine Band’s roughly 130
members are the only musicians,
in any military service, to be
spared such training, according
to Capt. John Barclay, executive
assistant to the band’s director,
because they will never be called
to combat.

The thinking is that the musi-
cians are a highly trained elite
group, the best Marines at what
they do, and music should be
their focus.

“The average Marine ... will
spend 13 weeks becoming a Ma-
rine,” Barclay said. “The mem-
bers of the band spend their whole
life preparing ... to come here.”

The band, established by Con-
gress in 1798 and made famous in
the late 1800s by composer and
conductor John Philip Sousa, is
the oldest professional music or-
ganization in the country. It is
‘made up of some of the finest mu-
sicians in the world.

Once musicians join the band,

they tend to stay. Master Gun-
nery Sgt. James Dickey, the retir-
ing musician DeLuccio is replac-
ing, had been with the band al-
most 28 years.

Barclay said that, though their
role in the Corps differs radically
from that of the average leather-
neck, band members quickly
earn, and return, the respect of
fellow Marines.

But the transition from the
music conservatory to the Ma-
rines, to say nothing of the inner
sanctums of the White House, can
be abrupt, and the lifestyle
change drastic.

“It’'s a very, very interesting
process,” Barclay said last week.
“They come here and all of sud-
den they’re wearing the umform
of the U.S. Marine Corp:

So while DeLuccio loves Bach
and Mozart, and has been steeped
in his profession for over a de-
cade, he had to learn that his
MOS (military occupational spe-
cialty) is 9811, for Marine Band
musician; that he shouldn’t go out-
side in uniform without his cover;
and that if the concert begins at
1700, that means it's at 5 p.m.

A Marine mentor

To ease things, DeLuccio, who
is quiet, well-spoken and passion-
ate about his craft, was handed
over to Gunnery Sgt. William Kan-
teres, 29, the band’s assistant
drum major.

Kanteres, of Manchester, N.-H.,
is a kind of one-man recruit
depot.

He is also a musician — a saxo-
phonist — but he was a member

of one of the Marine division
bands, underwent recruit train-
ing and deployed to Iraq with the
division in 2003.

All new members of the Marine
Band are turned over to him for
indoctrination. “They really be-
long to him,” Barclay said, “until
he says that they’re ready to go.”

DeLuccio’s audition last May
10 came after he spotted an adver-
tisement in a well-known music
newspaper. The job opening was
for someone to play oboe and the
similar, but larger, English horn.

DeLuccio had a bachelor’s de-
gree in music from Baldwin-Wal-
lace College, near Cleveland; a
master’s degree in music from De-
Paul University in Chicago; and
was at work on a doctorate in mu-
sical arts at the University of Cin-
cinnati College-Conservatory of
Music.

But a pile of diplomas is no
guarantee of work as a musician,
a profession in which good,
steady jobs are hard to come by.

The Marine Band is renowned
and the job pays about $1,850 a
month — the standard rate for a
staff sergeant — with a $1,300
monthly housing allowance, ad-
justed to match the cost of living
in Washington.

He submitted a résumé and
was invited to a tryout.

The auditions are always tense.
“You essentially get five to 10
minutes to prove yourself,” he
said. “If you're not feeling good
that day, well, too bad. You just
have to bring your game and do
the best that you can. .. It's a
very, very stressful thing to do.”

Making the band

DeLuccio’s audition at the Ma-
rine Barracks was a pres-
sure-packed affair in which he
competed against 44 other candi-
dates.

“The standards are high,” said
Dickey, the retiring oboist, “and
the scrutiny is everywhere.”

DeLuccio was summoned to
play for a five-person selection
committee. He was issued a num-
ber, 33, and stood behind a screen
so the members could not see
him.

The committee wants to be in-
fluenced only by the candidate’s
music.

DeLuccio was asked to play a
short but difficult portion of
Mozart’s “Concerto for Oboe and
Orchestra in C Major”; a piece
from Maurice Ravel's “Le Tom-
beau de Couperin”; a part from
Beethoven’s Third Symphony;
and a selection from Anton
DvoraK’s Seventh Symphony.

He was the last of six finalists
called back to play again after
lunch. This time the screen was
gone, there were 10 people on the
selection committee, and the pres-
sure was even higher.

DeLuccio played for about a
half-hour, and at one point per-
formed with one of the band’s obo-
ists. Afterward, DeLuccio waited
with the others for the verdictin a
warm-up room.

Finally, a band official entered
and announced: “At this time,
we’d like to offer the position to
Joseph DeLuccio. Congratula-
tions.”

“Wow,” DeLuccio thought. “All

THE WASHINGTON POST/LATWP

ist Joseph DeLuccio, the most recent addition to the U.S. Marine Band, tries on his uniforms at the Marine Annex in Washington, D.C., as he
structed in how to assemble and wear them.

this hard work has finally paid
off.”

Learning the ropes

On Jan. 4, he reported to the
new Marine Annex, the band’s
headquarters.

There was no time to waste.

This is the band’s busy season.
Dickey’s retirement ceremony
was last Friday. DeLuccio’s first
band rehearsal was four days
later. His first concert, Sunday, is
at the University of Maryland.

He got his service uniforms
Jan. 24. He needed help learning
how to properly iron the vertical
creases in the front of his khaki
shirt.

Monday morning, DeLuccio
called at Yi’s to get his three
newly tailored band jackets. He
then reported to the band’s locker
room, where Kanteres showed
him, in rapid-fire fashion, how to
assemble the uniforms and wear

em.

The white belt had to rest
above the two gold buttons at the
back of the jacket. The gold Ma-
rine Corps collar pins had to align
with the collar’s white piping.
And the loop at the end of the
braided white shoulder cord
hooked over a button at the top of
the jacket.

Tuesday, DeLuccio rehearsed
with the band for the first time.

This transition looked easier.
On tap for the rehearsal was
music by Sergei Prokofiev, Ottori-
no Respighi, Charles Ives and
Samuel Barber.

“It was fun,” DeLuccio said af-
terward. “It was nice to finally get
to be doing what I came here to
do.”
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Afghan airplane
wreckage found

Survivors unlikely, officials say;
six Americans believed on board

BY EMILIO MORENATTI
The Associated Press

CHENARI, Afghanistan —
NATO helicopter gunships found
the wreckage of a missing Afghan
airliner on a frigid mountain east
of the capital Saturday, and offi-
cials said they didn’t believe any
of the 104 people aboard could
have survived the crash.

Six Americans were believed
to have been on board, the U.S.
Embassy in Kabul said, doubling
the number reported so far.

Afghan  police  struggled
through deep snow to within sight
of the scattered debris, but report-
ed no sign of life beyond scaveng-
ing animals and birds and were
forced back by darkness and
plummeting temperatures.

“So far we don’t think there are
any survivors,” said Lutfullah
Mashal, a spokesman for the Af-
ghan Ministry of Interior.

'he Kam Air Boeing 737-200
vanished from radar screens on
Thursday afternoon as it ap-
proached Kabul airport in a snow-
storm, sparking a massive search
operation for the 96 passengers

and eight crew, at least 24 of
them foreigners.

If all are confirmed dead, it
would be this war-wracked na-
tion’s deadliest air disaster.

Officials said there was no indi-
cation that the scheduled flight,
which was arriving from the west-
ern Afghan city of Herat, was hi-
jacked or bombed.

Afghan Transport Minister
Enayatullah Qasemi said the
cause of the crash remained a
mystery and said U.S. Depart-
‘ment of Transportation experts as
well as representative of the for-
elgn victims would help investi-

NATO said two of its Dutch
Apache helicopters spotted the
tail of the plane on Saturday after-
noon, lying at an altitude of
11,000 feet on the side of Chaperi
Muunmm 20 miles east of Kabul.

Hehcoplers then dropped a Slo-
venian mountain rescue team to
the scene, but Qasemi said no-
body reached the wreckage be-
fore nightfa

Kam Air was the first private
airline in post-Taliban Afghani-
stan and began flying in Novem-
ber 2003.

AIR TERMINAL OPERATIONS, PASSENGER AND
FREIGHT PERSONNEL FOR KUWAIT
Presently secking Air Transport Specialists for Kuwait City. Must be
knowledgeable in either ATOC functions (GATES). passenger
service, or air freight operations. Must meet USAF standards in
planning, scheduling, processing and loading cargo. 2T2
qualifications a plus. Positions require detail-oriented individuals

with good verbal comm. skills.
U.S. Passport required. Please ¢-mail maytageayman@yahoo.com
or fax 10 (719) 593-8518.
EOE/M/F/V/H

eurolenscontactlenses.com

German
0800 1822593

Belgium
0800 73195

Contact
lenses
delivered
worldwide

Spain
9009 93967

K
0800897275

Holland
0800 0221447

Italy
800 015480

Contact us today for more
information or a free catalog
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Turkish demonstrators chant anti-American slogans during a protest outside of the U.S. Embassy in Ankara,
Turkey, on Saturday, hours before the arrival of Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice.

Rice hopes Turkey trip heals ties

BY ANNE GEARAN
The Associated Press

ANKARA, Turkey — Secretary of State Condoleez-
za Rice arrived in the Turkish capital Saturday for a
trip aimed at improving relations with this NATO
ally, where anti-American sentiment has been
strong since the start of the war in neighboring Iraq.

Rice’s two-day visit is part of a tour of Europe and
the Middle East, her first since becoming the top
American diplomat.

Earlier Saturday, during a visit to Poland, she said
European allies expressed their readiness to mend
ties frayed by differences with the United States
over the war in Iraq.

“I think what we’re hearing from Europe is a de-
sire to move on to the next chapter in this great alli-
ance,” she said following a meeting with Polish For-
eign Minister Adam Rotfeld.

Rice thanked Poland, a durable ally in Iraq, for
placing troops in Iraq early and keeping them there.
Standing with the prime minister, Marek Belka, she
made a special point to express her condolences for
the loss of Polish life in Irag.

Upon arriving in Ankara, Rice went straight into a
meeting with Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan. Rice’s visit comes amid tensions with Turkey,
which is terrified that the war in Iraq could lead to
the disintegration of the neighboring country and the
creation of a Kurdish state in the northern areas.

That could embolden Kurds in southeastern Tur-
key, where the Turkish army has been battling Kurdi-
sh rebels since 1984, a fight that has left 37,000 dead.

‘Talk of possible sanctions or action against Iran
are further stoking Turkish fears of regional instabil-
ity and Turkish leaders have repeatedly hinted that
they feel their concerns are being ignored in Wash-

ington.

Protesters held a number of small demonstrations
cnucnzmg Rice and U.S. policy
in Iraq throughout the country
Saturday, including one attend-
ed by dozens of leftists outside
the U.S. Embassy in Ankara.

Rice also planned to meet
with Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov to plan ahead for
a September summit with Presi-
dent Bush and Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin.

Russia also was critical of U.S.
policies in Iraq. But Rice, an aca-
demic specialist on the former
Soviet Union and a Russian
speaker, said the United States has “productive” rela-
tions with Russia.

Rice heads to Israel on Sunday. She later heads
back to Europe, and plans to give a speech in Paris.

Associated Press writer Louis Meixler contributed to this
report from Ankara, Turkey.

The Associated Press

LONDON — Finance minis-
ters from the Group of Seven in-
dustrial nations said Saturday
that they were willing to provide
100 percent debt relief to the
world’s poorest nations, but in-
sisted developing countries
must ensure the money would

G-7 nations willing to offer full debt relief

be spent wisely.

Britain’s Treasury chief Gor-
don Brown said at the close of
the G-7 summit in London that
debt relief would be “agreed on
a case by case basis.”

He said discussions would con-
tinue on what financing mecha-
nisms should be used to in-
crease overseas development as-

sistance. The International Mon-
etary Fund would examine a pro-
posal to finance debt relief when
it meets in April.
G-7 finance ministers said de-
veloping countries must have
“sound, accountable and trans-
parent institutions” and develop
policies for poverty reduction
and sustained economic growth.

for-food problems

LONDON — Boutros
Boutros-Ghali, former U.N. Secre-
tary-General, said Saturday that
he regrets the ‘mismanagement of
the Iraqi oil-for-food program,
but insisted his successor, Kofi
Annan, must share the blame.

Boutros-Ghali headed the U.N.
in the years leading up to the pro-
gram’s inception in and
played a crucial role in foundmg it.

Kuwait terror arrests

SULAIBIYAH, Kuwait — Five
suspected terrorists holed up at a
house in Kuwait surrendered to
police Saturday, Kuwait Televi-
sion reported.

Kuwait Television quoted an In-
terior Ministry statement as say-
ing the five were two Saudi Arabi-
ans and three Jordanians wanted
by authorities.

Attacks in Acapulco

ACAPULCO, Mexico — An un-
known number of assailants
staged three almost simulta-
neous, guerrilla-style attacks in
Acapulco on Saturday, Killing
four people a day before a key
tri-state gubernatorial election.

It was not clear who carried out
the attacks.

From The Associated Press
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Invite British charities, too

So, the Americans are going to do some-
thing to show their appreciation to the
local British community (“RAF Milden-
hall to host community day instead of Air
Fete,” Jan. 22).

Big deal. It appears the whole event is
going to be handled by the 100th Services
Squadron. All the concession stands will
be raking in money for Morale, Welfare
and Recreation and the individual base
squadrons who are participating.

Don’t get me wrong — I'm all in favor
of squadrons raising money, because
they have some very worthwhile causes
and there’s nothing that should discredit
that. But what about the British commu-
nity? They have worthwhile causes, too.
And this community is going to make up
the bulk of the visitors on the day, scoff-
ing American hamburgers and hot dogs
and paying for it with pounds and pence.
And holy mackerel they even get to lis-
ten to “free music.

If the base wants to “beat down those
walls that have gone up around RAF
Mildenhall,” why don’t they voluntarily
get on the phone to all the local British
charities who could benefit from a
25,000-person turnout, and invite them to
set up their own charity concessions.
And let the charity set up its stall free of
charge.

Let’s see if the base truly wants to do
something for the community. If the base
is going to give away free hamburgers
and hot dogs, I stand corrected.

Paul DesJardins
RAF Mildenhall, England

Join infantry for a CIB

T'm getting tired reading about service-
members whining about getting a com-
bat award.

The only ones I'm aware of who are al-
lowed a Combat Infantryman Badge are
11Bs in an infantry unit. I do know of
11Bs who are not in those types of units
but day in and day out go “outside the
wire” on convoy security. These guys
can go for days without seeing any ac-
tion. On other days, they tell of being shot
at and having to shoot up vehicles be-
cause the drivers try to enter their con-

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stipes  Stars and Stripes
Uit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 34 9[8 395 < I i
E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

voys. Not knowing if these drivers are
hostile or not, they do what they must to
keep their convoys safe. These soldiers
should be allowed a CIB, if they are 11B.
If they are not, then they don’t deserve it.

I am a military policeman. My job
takes me “outside the wire” occasionally
and, so far, I have not been fired upon. I
am not in an MP unit, but if I were to
come into contact with insurgents, I
would not expect to get a CIB. If I wanted
one, I would have enlisted into the infan-
try.

If the Army comes up with a combat
award for any military occupational spe-
cialty to receive because of hostile fire, I
would accept it. But until that time, I will
do my job to the best of my ability.

T'm not complaining about not getting
one. However, I am complaining about
the crybabies who want one but don’t
qualify. If you want it, transfer to an in-
fantry uni

Sgt. Kenneth Hallstrom
Baghdad

Thanks to 171st Aviation

T would like to express my thanks to
the pilots and flight engineers of Compa-
ny H, 171st Aviation and their support
battalion, the 6-52nd Aviation Battalion.
These soldiers have made our job as li-
aison officers for the 298th Corps Sup-
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port Battalion and the 620th CSB a lot eas-
ier. Their dedication and professionalism
were evident always and made it my plea-
sure to work with them on a daily basis
for the past five months in Iraq.

That the servicemembers were
hard-working and industrious and will-
ing to accept last-minute changes to
loads and personnel made our mission of
moving passengers and gear all the easi-

In the Corps we said “Fair winds and
following seas,” but I am sure these
hard-working folks would rather hear
“Calm skies and steady tail winds.”

If you're ever in West Virginia, look
me up. I owe many of you a cold brew
and a steak. C-23s rock!

Staff Sgt. Vande Burgt
Anaconda, Iraq

Stop the benefit shuffle

I would like to comment on the Wall
Street Journal article “Vets’ benefits put
squeeze on DOD spending” that ap-
peared in Stars and Stripes (Jan. 29).

Thirty years ago, my husband retired
from the U.S. Army. At that time, mili-
tary retiree and survivor benefits
weren’t an issue. In fact, during our ac-
tive-duty time in the military we didn’t
hear too much complaining about any-
thing. During our 30 years ociated
with the military, my husband was nor-
mally on duty during Saturday, Sunday
and a lot of holidays. There wasn't much
time to complain because the military
was about mission and taking care of
those serving and those who served. I
never heard anyone talking about a
three-day weekend or being off for a
training holiday.

Today I find that those complaining
about military retiree benefits are people
1 consider self-servers, or those looking
for self-recognition. There’s plenty of
ways to save money and still support
those who served. Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld stated that the govern-
ment had layers and layers of civilian em-
ployees shuffling the same paperwork.
Maybe we need to stop the shuffling and
get down to business.

Linda M. Moore
Seoul, South Korea
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What newspapers
are saying at home

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press
and other stateside syndicates.

Good vote mutually beneficial
The Frederick (Md.) News-Post

Tt was not a perfect election. As expected,
there were areas where voter turnout was
light. And there were instances of insurgent
violence. Thirty-some deaths were part of
the day, but thirty-some deaths are part of
many days in Iraq.

This vote was in reality an act of defiance,
a notice to those who are trying to illegally
seize power in Iraq that the rank and file of
the nation are sick of terrorists, whether
they be Saddam Hussein or Abu Musab
al-Zarqawi. ...

While the real significance of [last] Sun-
day’s election has yet to be determined, it
bodes well for both Iraq and the United

For the United States, it may be the first
real sign that an American presence in Iraq
will not be required for many additional
years, even decades, to come, as some have
been predicting. With this crucial election
now history, the United States’ best strategy
may be to redouble the efforts and resources
it is devoting to training Irag’s new army
and civil authorities.

The sooner the United States exits Iraq
the better — for both nations. The one lhmg
that must be avoided is losing all of
hard-won gains ... that have been made
since the invasion. That would be counter-
productive and unacceptable.

Elections can’t cure all ills
The Tuscaloosa (Ala.) News

[Last] Sunday’s elections in Iraq, which
saw a turnout much higher than anyone ex-
pected, were an inspiring stride forward for
the country.

The participation of millions of voters de-
spite deadly threats from terrorists is a shin-
ing example of courage that may send shock
waves through powerful Arab oligarchies.

‘With more elections planned before the
end of the year to select new leaders under a
new constitution, Iraq seems well on its way
toward self-governance. ... Yet for all the im-
portance of the events Sunday, Iraq is far
from out of the woods. One of the major con-
cerns is the Sunni minority’s lack of partici-
pation in the election. ...

No Iraqi government can hope for legiti-
macy as long as foreign military forces con-
tinue to prop it up. For true democracy to
flourish, America and its allies must leave.
It'd be shameful if America decides to do
that prematurely, and it'd be disastrous if
Iraq’s leaders demand it before they are
ready to accept the burden of government
themselves, Yet the worst possible postelec-
tion scenario would be if President Bush in-
terprets the big turnout as a mandate for
American forces to remain in the country in-
definitely.

Deficit strategy insufficient
Dayton (Ohio) Daily News

With the White House estimating that the
Traq war costs more than $1 billion a week,
the federal deficit for this year is now expect-
ed to be about $427 billion. ...

There are lots of reasons to be worried
about deficits, some better than others;
some concrete, some psychological. For one
thing, this country’s inability to control its
budget deficit (or, for that matter, its trade
deficit) is said to be weakening confidence
in the dollar and, thereby, contributing to
the dollar’s decline relative to other curren-
cies.

Meanwhile, the administration has enact-
ed an expanslon of Medicare. It is pushing
for a change in Social Security that would
have enormous expenses on the front end. It

Wmmlﬁe\mﬂgy

wants to extend the temporary tax cuts it en-
acted in the president’s first term. And it has
1o higher priority than Iraq.

If there’s a deficit-reduction strategy, it
seems to be to rely on luck, in the form of a
good economy and the opportunity to with-
draw some troops from Iraq. In the eyes of
the world, it’s a strategy that amounts to
nothing — except talk.

Cast out acts that hurt fishing
The Times-Picayune, New Orleans

A recreational fishing group is trying to en-
list President Bush’s help in protecting red-
fish in the Gulf of Mexico from the damage
posed by liquefied natural gas terminals,
and the president should listen to its con-
cerns.

The Coastal Conservation Association,
which represents 60,000 fishers in Louisiana
and Texas, wants LNG terminals in the Gulf
to use natural gas to warm and vaporize the
liquefied natural gas for transport. That
method is more costly for companies that op-
erate terminals but better for marine life.

The alternative, known as an open-loop
system, uses millions of gallons of Gulf
water daily to warm the liquefied gas, dam-
aging billions of fish eggs and larvae in the
process. .

If two LNG terminals that have already
been approved are joined by a third pro-
posed by Shell US Gas & Power LLC, redfish
Jandings in Louisiana could decrease by 25
percent, according to scientists with the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Agencies.

Recreational fishers aren’t the only ones
who would be affected. Redfish is also an im-
portant species for commercial fishers, res-
taurants and cooks in Louisiana. Federal
agencies need to look out for their interests
when deciding what companies should be al-
lowed to do in the Gulf of Mexico.

Ready for new shuttle flights?
Florida Today, Melbourne

In the perilous realm of human space-
flight, you don’t get second chances. One
mistake, one bad decision and the result can
be disaster.

It's the bottom-line point that needs to be
remembered ... as NASA and the nation
mark the second anniversary of the shuttle
Columbia accident and the loss of its seven
astronauts as they headed home to Kennedy
Space Center.

The 24 months since then have been a
head-spinning mix of trauma and hope for
the agency: trauma in the accident and the

revelations of the errors and deep institution-
al flaws that caused it, and hope in its giving
birth to NASA’s new moon-Mars quest.

Yet with Discovery's liftoff just four
months away, we remain deeply concerned
that NASA is fixed on the May launch even
though it still hasn’t proven that all the re-
quired technical and program improve-
ments have been put in place and are solid.

""The main reason is the fragile state of the
space station, and the need to resume criti-
cal shuttle resupply flights that have been
grounded since Columbia went down.

Force drug companies’ hand
The Poughkeepsie (N.Y.) Journal

Millions of Americans, especially seniors,
are understandably fed up with the high cost
of prescription drugs. Many aren’t waiting
for long-promised changes in the law — they
are finding ways to place orders through Ca-
nadian pharmacies, sometimes with the
help of local governments, to obtain less ex-
pensive medicines.

The Bush administration has opposed
opening the nation’s borders to prescription
drugs, saying the safety of imports cannot be
guaranteed. But that ignores the reality that
S0 many Americans are going this route any-
way, with no federal oversight.

A bipartisan group of Senate and House
members wants to change that. It has un-
veiled legislation that would allow Ameri-
cans to legally import some prescription
drugs from Canada and two dozen other in-
dustrialized countri

Sensing Congress is inclined to do more,
10 major pharmaceutical companies recent-
ly announced they will lower the prices of
certain drugs for low-income people Wwho
are uninsured. .

e pharmaceutical companies can be
pressed to do more — but Congress and
Bush must stand up to them on behalf of
Americans struggling to pay for their medi-
cines.

Opinions aren’t a commodity
The Times Herald-Record,
Middletown, N.Y.

Yet another syndicated columnist has

entators to promote his policies. Bush
d, “Our agenda oughl to be able to stand
on its own two feet.”

No question, but given this White House’s
propensity for spin control on all sorts of im-
portant issues, one can’t help but be be-
mused at the administration’s belated ef-
forts at distancing itself from anything
smackmg of propaganda. ...

problem here ought to be self-evi-
denl s wrong and probably unlawful for
the government to use taxpayer dollars to
try to gain support for its policies by hiring
reporters or columnists to provide positive
accounts of some government policy or to
produce what appear to be independent
news accounts for the same purpos:

For the White House, not knowing that the
purchasing of opinions from commentators
whose views are supposedly reached inde-
pendently is a bigger problem.

SBC effort has familiar ring
San Jose (Calif.) Mercury News

For consumers, the future of telephone, In-
ternet and even television service will
shaped in large part by two opposing forces:
mergers, which typically reduce choice for
Lomumers and innovation, which expands

More than any other event so far,
planned buyout of AT&T by SBC Commum-
cations symbolizes the ds&.enddmy of merg-
ers as the principal force shaping the indus-
try, and that may leave consumers in a bind.

SBC, along with six other Baby Bells, was
created 21 years ago by the breakup of
AT&T. Now the offspnng is swallowmg its
former pare

Besides being a dominant force in local
and long-distance service, it is a powerful
player in broadband Internet service, and a
growing force in television, through partner-
ships with satellite-TV firms, Its 60 percent
ownership of Cingular Wireless makes it a
leader in the cell-phone business as well.

‘The other Bells, while smaller, also offer a
similarly broad menu of services. Only the
cable firms, which have recently made a
push into telephone service, can provide
comparable products.

There’s nothing wrong with big, powerful
companies — as long as they face sufficient
competition. The risk that consumers face,
however, is that a frenzy of mergers will

een discovered on the Bus
payroll helping to promote one of its poli-
cies. If this keeps up, the president’s going to
have to create a Cabinet post just for a secre-
tary of propaganda. ...
The president says he has ordered his Cab-
inet to cease hiring supposedly independent

quash before firms
gain a foothold in lhe marketplace. .

It these trends continue, American
sumers will end up with more technologl
and services to choose from, but fewer choic-
es of providers. That ... could leave consum-
ers at the mercy of ever rising prices.
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Victims of "94 Sarajevo massacre remembered

Red roses on an old
market stand used 11
years ago replaced
the usual fruit and
vegetable stands on
the day of the 11th
anniversary of a mas-
sacre at the downtown
market in Sarajevo,
Bosnia-Herzegovina,
on Saturday. Saraje-
vans commemorated
Saturday the victims
of a wartime massacre
in which a Serb mortar
attack killed 67 peo-
ple and injured 142,
I3

The Associated Press

SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegovina —
Sarajevans commemorated Saturday
the victims of a wartime massacre 11
years ago, in which a mortar shell fired
from a hill outside the besieged city land-
ed on a crowded downtown market, kill-
ing 67 people and injuring 142.

Vegetable and fruit sellers removed
their stands to make room for several
hundred survivors, family members of
victims and officials who gathered at the
Markale market to remember the vic-
tims.

Several wooden stands that were used
at the market 11 years ago were brought
back in and covered with red roses.

The names of the 67 killed were read
out, and people laid flowers in front of a

wall displaying the names, which was
erected at the site where the 120 millime-
ter mortar shell landed in the 1994 at-
tack.

“We should not forget, but we must
move on. Coexistence and tolerance are
our foundation and our tradition,” said
Sulejman Tihic, a member of the Bos-
nian multiethnic presidency.

He added that for the sake of justice
and peace, the perpetrators of this and
other crimes committed during the war
in Bosnia must be found and punished.

The 1994 market place massacre was
the worst Sarajevo saw during the near-
ly 1,400 days of siege by the Bosnian
Serb forces.

Over 11,000 Sarajevo civilians died
during the 1992-95 war between the Mus-
lim Bosniaks, Orthodox Serbs and Catho-
lic Croats in Bosnia.

European nations working
to integrate Gypsy minority

BY VESELIN TOSHKOV
The Assosiated Press

SOFIA, Bulgaria — Leaders from eight cen-
tral and eastern European countries agreed
Wednesday to work together to fight preju-
dice and discrimination against Roma and
fully integrate this minority into their societ-
ies.

Prime ministers and government officials
from Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic,
Hungary, Macedonia, Romania, Serbia and
Montenegro, and Slovakia gave their backing
to the 10-year initiative for improving the so-
cial and economic status of Europe’s Gypsies,
called the Decade of Roma Inclusion.

The project is sponsored by the World Bank
and the Open Society Institute and aims to
fight isolation, unemployment and illiteracy
among one of Europe’s largest minorities.

“Every person deserves a chance for a bet-
ter life,” Bulgarian Prime Minister Simeon
Saxcoburggotski said at the launch ceremony.

“I strongly believe in the abilities and the
talent of the people from the Roma minority,”
he said, but urged them to show “more confi-
dence in their own abilities.”

World Bank President James D. Wolfen-
sohn called the initiative “one of the great
‘moral issues facing Europe today.”

“This is the first time that the governments
are showing real political will to see that
Roma are equal citizens in a growing Eu-
rope,” said George Soros, chairman of the
Open Society Institute.

The international financier and philanthro-
pist, who called for the initiative two years

ago, will contribute $30 million to the newly es-
tablished Roma Education Fund, which will
support education reform.

vernments, multilateral and private orga-
nizations and individuals have also contribut-
ed to the Fund, which now has more than $43
‘million. However, a Roma activist said that al-
though the initiative was welcome, he did not
believe 10 years would be enough to make a
difference.

“After centuries of neglect and discrimina-
tion, 10 years is a rather short period to expect
some real progress,” Asen Slavchev of the
Roma-Lom Foundation said. “But this decade
could lay the foundations for change ... so it
could prove useful.”

The project is guided by an International
Steering Committee, made up of representa-
tives of governments, Roma from each coun-
ey and i 7 a LI

Roma are now one of the largest, poorest
and fastest growing minorities in Europe wil
a total population estimated at between 7 to 9
million.

Some 6 million Roma live in the countries of
Central and Eastern Europe, with nearly S mil-
lion in the new member states of the Europe-
an Union.

‘Also on Wednesday, the United Nations De-
velopment Program released a new survey on
the status of Roma minorities in central and
eastern Europe, providing thorough statistical
data to outline Gypsies’ position as highly un-
derprivileged members of society.

“On measures such as unemployment, hous-
ing, school enrollment, literacy, access to es-
sential drugs, running water and modern com-
munications, the Roma fall far behind the ma-
jority populations,” the survey said.

the position of the Roma minority at
an international conference on the issue held
in Sofia, Bulgaria, last week.

French march
to defend short
working hours

The Associated Press

PARIS — Trade unions handed
a slap Saturday to President
Jacques Chirac’s conservative
government, gathering tens of
thousands of people at marches to
protest plans to chip away at the
short working week.

Tens of thousands of marchers
set off on a demonstration
through eastern Paris on Satur-
day afternoon.

A march earlier in Toulouse in
southwest France drew 14,000
protesters, police said, while orga-
nizers said 25,000 took part. At
least 4,000 people — mostly civil
servants and employees  from
state-owned firms — marched in
Saint-Etienne in the southeast.

In all, unions were hoping the
more than 100 protests planned
in cities and towns around France
would draw hundreds of thou-

According to UNDP’s study, the number of
Roma living in poverty is five times greater
than the rest of the populations surveyed in
Bulgaria and Serbia; and three times greater
in Macedonia and Romania.

Inall countries except for the Czech Repub-
lic, fewer than two in 10 Roma have complet-
ed primary education, the report said.

The survey was carried out through
face-to-face interviews with 4,345 non-Roma
and 5,001 Roma households in the eight De-
cade countries as well as in Albania, Bos-
nia-Herzegovina, and in the Serbian province
of Kosovo.

sands of people.

Unions called the demonstra-
tions against a proposal from
Chirac’s governing party that
aims to relax a law limiting the
workweek to 35 hours.

Changes would allow employ-
ees to work up to 48 hours a week,
the European limit. Supporter%
say the proposal would lift a bur-
den off companies and state fi-
nances and allow workers to earn
more money.

Critics claim the proposal
would destroy the gain of work-
ing less.
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Bush radio talk touts
Social Security plan

BY JENNIFER LOVEN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Fresh from
a five-state tour promoting his
plan to add private accounts to So-
cial Security, President Bush
pledged on Saturday to go beyond
that proposal and push for an
overhaul to make the retirement
system permanently solvent.

Bush told his weekly radio audi-
ence that the budget he submits
to Congress on Monday will hold
the growth of discretionary spend-
ing below the projected 2.3 per-
cent rate of inflation.

Discretionary programs are
ones Congress must re-approve
each year; the White House esti-
mates their cost at $823 billion
this year.

“I'welcome the bipartisan calls
to control the spending appetite
of the federal government,” Bush
said.

He spent the two days after his
State of the Union address in ral-
lies around the country to press
Congress to back his idea for let-
ting younger workers put up to
two-thirds of their Social Security
tax contributions into accounts in-
vested in stocks and bonds. In re-
turn, those workers would see an
unspecified reduction in their tra-
ditional Social Security benefit.

at www.apus.edi/ AMU

The Social Security system
needs radical change to be saved,
Bush said, and one step he is pro-
posing s the private accounts.

He said private accounts would
allow younger wokers a possible
better rate of return — without
mentioning possible negative re-
sults — and the accounts would
be something they could pass on
to heirs.

“We will make the system a bet-
ter deal for younger workers by
allowing them to save some of
their payroll taxes in voluntary
personal retirement accounts — a
nest egg they can call their own,
which government can never
take away,” the president said.

He also has acknowledged that
more must be done to solve the
long-term financial problems of
the government retirement pro-
gram.

“We will make Social Securi-
ty’s finances permanently sound,
not leave the task for another
day,” he said.

Democrats have disputed
Bush'’s assertion the Social Securi-
ty system is in crisis, pointing out
that it is not until 2042 when the
system will be able to cover only
about 73 percent of benefits
owed. Most also oppose Bush’s
plan for private accounts, saying

President Bush talks about his

plan to reform Social Sect
during a town hall meeting Friday
afternoon in Tampa, Fla., at the
Tampa Convention Center. Bush
also discussed the plan in his
‘weekly radio address Sunday.

they would result in unacceptable
benefit cuts, add to the federal
debt and speed the program’s in-
solvency.

In his party’s weekly radio ad-
dress Saturday, Democratic Na-
tional Committee  chairman
Terry McAuliffe replied: “While
Social Security faces challenges,
Bush’s privatization plan would
make things worse. Benefit cuts,
massive debt and more insecurity
are not the type of drastic chang-
es we need to make to our na-
tion’s retirement security.”

Ruling may wreck
U.S. case against
tobacco industry

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — An appeals
court says the federal govern-
ment cannot use a racketeering
law to seek a huge penalty against
the tobacco industry.

The decision by a panel of the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Dis-
trict of Columbia Circuit dealt a
major blow to the government’s
attempt to hold cigarette makers
accountable for decades of al-
leged deceit about the dangers of
smoking, ruling the Justice De-
partment can’t seek $280 billion
in penalties.

Friday’s 2-1 ruling comes in
the midst of a monthslong trial in
U.S. District Court on the govern-
ment’s lawsuit contending the in-
dustry knew about the health dan-
gers of smoking but hid that infor-
mation from the public. The trial
will continue while the govern-
ment considers an appeal.

Even if the decision stands,

US. District Judge Gladys
Kessler could impose restrictions
on the tobacco companies, such
as limiting marketing or requir-
ing the industry to fund public
health campaigns or smoking ces-
sation programs.

Still, the appeals court decision
was a major win for tobacco com-
panies. Wall Street greeted it by
sending stock prices of cigarettes
makers sharply higher.

Charles A. Blixt, executive vice
president and general counsel for

.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co., said
the ruling “dramatically frans-
forms” the government’s lawsuit.

Government lawyers were re-
viewing the ruling and had no im-
mediate comment, Justice De-
partment spokeswoman Kimber-
ly Smith said. They could request
a rehearing in front of the three
judges, ask for the full appeals
court to consider the case or ap-
peal to the Supreme Court.

The $280 billion is the most
ever sought in a civil racketeer-
ing trial.

| info@apus.adu
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Friends remember Davis for art, activism

BY DON SINGLETON
New York Daily News

NEW YORK — Ossie Davis was remem-
bered Friday as a man who championed ra-
cial justice in memorable roles on the
stage and screen and as an African-Ameri-
can man of extraordinary stature.

Davis, who was found dead in a Miami
hotel room, starred in the epic TV series
“Roots” and Spike Lee’s breakthrough
1988 film “Do the Right Thing.” He was in
Florida to start filming for the movie “Re-
tirement,” his Hollywood talent agency
said. He was 87.

Davis was born in Cogdell, Ga. He and
his wife and longtime acting partner, Ruby
Dee, made their home in New Rochelle,

N.Y. Dee was in New Zealand on Friday to
make a movie, according to Davis’ agent,
Michael Livingston.

“Ossie Davis was an actor and an artist
of enormous talent whose portrayal of the
human experience reminded us each time
of the frailties and beauty of our collective
experiences,” said New York City Mayor
Michael Bloomberg.

“Look up the dictionary definition for ac-
tivist,” said actor Bill Cosby. “He was also
the epitome of a role model.”

Performer Harry Belafonte spoke of
Davis on Friday at the Schomberg Center
in Harlem. “The loss of Ossie Davis is one
of the most profound losses of my life,” he
said. “I will miss him in more ways than T
can imagine.”

“The passing of Ossie Davis is a tremen-
dous loss to the world community, the na-
tion, the civil rights movement and me per-
sonally,” said the Rev. Al Sharpton.
“Whether it was going to jail together to
protest the brutal killing of Amadou Diallo
or watching the Super Bowl at the home of
black businessman Earl Graves, Ossie was

. a giant tree that fell in our forest that
can never be replaced.”

Davis, who wrote, acted, directed and
produced for the theater and Hollywood,
was a central figure among black perform-
ers for decades. He and Dee celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary in 1998
with the publication of a dual autobiogra-
phy, “In This Life Together.”

When not on stage or on camera, Davis

and Dee were deeply involved in civil
rights issues and efforts to promote the
cause of blacks in the entertainment indus-
try. In 1965, Davis delivered the eulogy at
the funeral of Malcolm

The couple nearly ran afoul of the
anti-Communist witch hunts of the early
1950s but were never openly accused of
any wrongdoing.

Actor Roy Scheider, who had performed
with Davis and attended anti-war rallies
with him, called Davis and Dee “the first
political couple of America.”

“QOssie seemed to always show up at the
right time, on the right side, which was al-
‘ways the human side,” Scheider said. “He
was always progressive and had a very
heartfelt sympathy for all people every-
where.”

Pair accused
of torturing
kids caught

BY MIKE BRANOM
The Associated Press

INVERNESS, Fla. — A Florida
couple accused of torturing and
starving five adopted children —
including pulling out their toe-
nails and subjecting them to elec-
tric shocks — were captured in
southeastern Utah after police
tracked them through their cell
phones, offi-
cials said.

John and
Linda Dollar
were Jalled

of felony ag-
gravated
child abuse.

seven adopt-
ed children
between the
ages of 12
and 17. Five
of the chil-
dren told in-
vestigators
they were
tortured by |-
the couple,
subjected to
electric
shocks, beatings with hammers
and having their toenails yanked
out with pliers.

Authorities said the abused five
had physical injuries to back up
their claims and were severely
malnourished. They told of being
forced to sleep in a closet in the
Dollars’ bedroom because the
couple accused them of stealing
food and misbehaving, said sher-
iff's spokeswoman Gail Tierney.

“They looked like the photos
that we've seen of Auschwitz,”
said  Tierney,  describing
14-year-old twins, one weighing
36 pounds , the other 38 pounds
— about 80 pounds below the nor-
mal weights for their age.

The other two children were fa-
vored by the Dollars and were un-
injured, Tierney said. All seven

\ iy
John Dollar
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Bread industry bites back

New ad campaign promotes benefits of whole grains
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BY DAVID SHARP

The Associated Press

PORTLAND,  Maine —
Low-carb bread? That’s so 2004.
The bread industry, hoping for
ap @ comeback after last year’s
low-carb fad, is telling consumers
bread is good for them — especial-
ly whole-grain bread.

SAVE ON LUKURY.

The latest trend in the bread industry involves promoting whole grains
in the new federal guidelines and points to the benefits of grains.

Bread makers learned from the
low-carb craze that they need to
market themselves better. So,
three weeks after new govern-
ment guidelines calling for three
one-ounce servings of whole
grains a day, the industry is start-
ing a campaign touting health ben-
efits.

Industry officials say the trend

UP TO 65% OFF ON VOLVO PREMIUM EQUIPMENT.

VOLVO S60
Premium packages: $ 2,400 - $ 3,195*
YOUR PRICE: § 999

VOLVO S80 2,5T AND AWD
Premium package: $ 2,995°
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Premium packages: $ 2,400 - $ 3,195
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Premium package: $ 2,995
YOUR PRICE: § 999

SOMETIMES LIFE OVERSEAS BRINGS GOLDEN OPPORTUNITIES, SUCH AS DRIVING A LUXURY VOLVO
OM VERY SPECIAL TERMS. TO MAKE THE EXPERIENCE EVEN MORE REWARDING, BUY YOUR VOLVO
560, 580, V70 OR XC70 NOW AND ENJOY A WHOLE PACKAGE OF PREMIUM EXTRAS FOR ONLY § 996,
BUT DON'T WAIT, THIS SPECIAL OFFER IS VALID FEB 6-APRIL 15 ONLY. FOR FULL DETAILS SEE US NOW
OR VISIT W

" /ML ITARYSALE S

VOLVO CARS MILITARY SALES. IT'S A GREAT DEAL.

e ol Wie preimium package vasies depatiding an miods

VOoLVO
for life

is in their favor.

“There was an all-out assault
on our industry, but people are
coming back to bread and are re-
alizing why they loved it in the
first place,” said Lee Schwebel of
Schwebel Baking Co. in Young-
stown, Ohio. “Try making a pea-
nut butter and jelly sandwich
without bread.”

On Tuesday, the industry will
launch a low-carb counterattack
pointing to benefits of grains as
part of an overall diet. The $3.5
million Grains for Life campaign
will be announced in New York
and Washington with billboards,
posters and people dancing in
bread costumes.

“The message we're trying to
get out is it’s the calories, not the
carbs,” said Lori Sachau of the
Wheat Foods Council in Colo-
rado.

Critics contend it was predict-
able that fickle Americans would
eventually tire of the latest diet,
but bread industry officials were
surprised at how  quickly
low-carb seemed to fall out of
favor.

A survey by NPD Group, an in-
dependent marketing informa-
tion company, found the number
of American adults on any
low-carb diet peaked at 9.1 per-
cent last February and dropped
to 3.6 percent by mid-November.

“The path low-carb has taken is
not unlike a lot of other stuff ex-
cept that it burst so fast. It went
up very fast. Sometimes when
things go up fast, they come down
just as fast,” said Stan Osman of
Interstate Bakeries Corp., maker
of Wonder Bread and Twinkies.

But that's not to say the nation
is about to see a bread boom.

Bread sales were flat even be-
fore the obsession with the At-
kins, South Beach and other
carb-limiting diets, and the indus-
try can’t make up for the lost
ground overnight.

While bread is still a staple for
most Americans, they're not eat-
ing it as often as they used to,
causing a slow decline that has
been offset only by a growing pop-
ulation.

In Portland, Stephen Lanzalot-
ta opened his Italian bakery in
2000 with bread accounting for
about 80 percent of sales. Busi-
ness dipped in part because of
low-carb diets, and bread now ac-
counts for 20 percent of sales.

Lanzalotta stayed in business
by boosting his offerings of sand-
wiches and pastries and expand-
ing his menu with breakfast and
Sunday brunch.

Overall, the shift away from
low-carb is drawing people back
not just to bread but to other prod-
ucts that took a hit, like orange
juice, cereals, potatoes, bagels
and pasta, said Joel Crowder of
grocer Kroger Co. in Cincinnati.

Meanwhile, many consumers
have given up on low-carb breads
and pasta.

“There were a lot of low-carb
products that were rushed to the
market that didn’t taste good,”
Crowder said. “That's probably
what turned a lot of consumers
off.”
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Cold deters crime

WATERVILLE — The

nose-numbing cold that
put Maine in the deep-freeze for
much of January was enough to
keep many Mainers in the
warmth of their homes.

It also keeps crime rates down,
law enforcement officials say.

In fact, crime rates generally
go up and down in tandem with
the rise and fall of outdoor tem-
peratures, ing to Maine De-

AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

partment of Public Safety statis-
tics.

February is usually the month
with the lowest crime rate in
Maine, while July and August
have the highest crime rates, ac-
cording to Department of Public
Safety statistics.

In 2003, Maine recorded 2,104
serious crimes in February and
3,387 crimes in July, a 61 percent
increase over the span.

Steven Giorgetti, assistant pro-
fessor of criminal justice at Tho-
mas College, said criminals tend
to be aware of their surroundings.

“They’re aware they may be
leaving tracks in the snow that po-
lice can follow,” he said. “And
they’re aware it’s harder to es-
cape on a slippery winter sur-
face.”

911 for directions

MONROE — Jerry Wayne

Till managed to get away
from sheriff’s deputies and elude
them briefly — until he called
them for help after he got lost in
the woods.

A sheriff's deputy tried to pull
over Till on Wednesday evening
for speeding, but Till drove away,
exceeding 100 mph at times, be-
fore eventually abandoning his ve-
hicle and running into the woods,
according to the arrest affidavit.

Deputies brought in search
dogs, but couldn’t locate Till until
he called the sheriff’s office from
his cell phone asking for help be-
cause he was lost.

Taxes are no joke

MIDDLETOWN — Taxes
are no laughing matter.

The city’s tax superintendent
has been suspended without pay
for a week for trying to inject
some humor in the city income
tax filing instructions.

The attempt at humor by Linda
Stubbs was called “misguided”
by city Finance Director John
Lyons.

The forms — with such lines as,
“If we can tax it, we will,” — were
sent to all Middletown businesses
and residents who pay city in-
come tax.

City officials didn’t laugh at
lines like: “Free advice: if you
don’t have a profit in a five-year
period, you might want to consid-
er another line of work.”

Falling real estate

> DALLAS — Back yards in

a half-dozen houses sur-
rounding an Irving lake have
dropped about six feet, collapsing
decks and toppling fences.

An area about S50 yards long
and 10 yards wide collapsed
about midnight Tuesday, drop-
ping back yards along the south-
ern banks of the 130-acre Vilbig
Lake on the south side of the Dal-
las suburb of Irving.

“It’s like it imploded from un-
derneath,” said Teresa Castro,
staring out at the roughly S-foot
drop about 6 feet from her home’s
foundation. “It’s unusual. I've
never seen anything like it.”

No one said they heard any-
thing to indicate anything was

Area resident Jim Ferguson
lost his 16-by-16-foot wood deck
and several birdhouses he had up
on poles.

“The dog was out, but he appar-
ently had enough sense to stay
out.”

Online beyond the grave

CHARLESTON — The re-

cording industry sued
Gertrude Walton, accusing her of
illegally trading music over the In-
ternet as “smittenedkitten.”

But the lawsuit was filed more
than a month after the
83-year-old woman died in De-
cember, and her daughter says
Walton hated computers, any-
way.

A group of record companies
named Walton as the sole defen-
dant in a federal lawsuit, claiming
she made more than 700 songs
available for free on the Internet.

Walton’s ~ daughter, ~Robin
Chianumba, lived with her moth-
er for the last 17 years and said
her mother objected to having a
computer in the house.

“I am pretty sure she is not
going to leave Greenwood Memo-
rial Park (where she is buried) to
attend the hearing,” Chianumba
said.

Grading gripe
LAS VEGAS — Bob Whit-
ney isn’t willing to accept
a B-minus.

He’s suing the University of Ne-
vada, Las Vegas after losing an ap-
peal over the grade.

Bob Whitney, 52, alleges in the
Jawsuit that a history professor

Capitol reflections
The State Capitol in Madison,
Wis., is reflected in a puddle on
State Street.

discriminated against him be-
cause of his conservative values.
He seeks at least $10,000 for emo-
tional duress, tuition, books and
living expenses University offi-
cials say the complaint filed Jan.
12 in Clark County District Court
has no merit.

Whitney said the grade he got
in Eugene Moehring’s class in
spring 2004 damaged his
grade-point average and made
him ineligible for student loans.
He claimed Moehring’s
fast-paced lectures prevented
him from taking complete notes,
and Moehring criticized his con’
servatism in written assignments.

Twin creates quandary

BOSTON — For the sec-

ond time in seven
months, jurors deadlocked in the
case of a man accused of rape
after hearing that DNA found at
the scene could have come from
his twin brother.

The same thing happened in
Darrin Fernandez’s first trial last
June. However, he was convicted
on similar evidence in an unrelat-
ed rape case in 2003.

On Monday, a Suffolk Superior
Court jury told Judge Thomas E.
Connolly it could not reach a ver-
dict after deliberating about 20
hours over five days. Fernandez
is accused of breaking into a
young woman’s apartment in
Dorchester in 2001 and raping
her.

Budget crunch

DENVER — This year
was supposed to be differ-
ent at the Colorado Capitol.

After winning control of the
House and Senate for the first
time in 42 years, Democrats were
promising friendly collaboration,
open doors and a renewed dedica-
tion to solving the state’s budget
crunch. Instead, things have been
ugly from the start.

On the first day of the session,
Republican Sen. Norma Ander-
son_broke tradition and voted
against Democrat Joan Fitz-Ger-
ald as Senate president. She said
she was upset because Demo-
crats had fired a popular clerk
and wanted to show her displea-
sure.

Democrats then angered Re-
publicans by using Google to chal-
lenge facts cited by GOP Gov. Bill
Owens during his state of the
state speech that Colorado’s econ-
omy is improving. Just this week
Democrats killed the only GOP
plan to fix the state’s budget
woes.

One-term limit

RICHMOND — For the

13th straight year, legisla-
tion to allow the Virginia gover-
nor the opportunity to serve two
successive terms died Friday in
the General Assembly.

A proposed  constitutional
amendment to end the state’s
practice of barring governors
from seeking re-election was de-
feated on a 5-15 vote in a House
committee. While lots of states
have term limits, Virginia is the
only one to limit its governors to a
single, four-year term.

Discouraged at the lopsided
vote, the resolution’s sponsor, Dele-
gate Harry R. Purkey, withdrew
four other similar measures for the
year.
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i A firefighter battl blaze at th
Fiery encounter gt e stistie
N.J. The fire demolished a building but no

uries were reported.

Jon Van Arsdel warms up on the the
guitarron in the Capitol Rotunda
before performing in the House and Senate during the 2005 Legisla-
tive Session in Santa Fe, N.M. Van Arsdel is part of the University of
New Mexico’s Mariachi Lobo, a band made up of students, alumni and
faculty from the school.

Revelers from the Order of LaShe’s
parade along Royal Street in Mo-
bile, Ala. The pre-Lenten blowout continues along the Gulf Coast culmi-
nating in Fat Tuesday celebrations Feb. 8.

Mardi Gras fanfare
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Balancing act
and cold weather didn't stop skateboarders doing what they do best.

Four-year-old Sydney Neusc,

Just hanging around el aiia

Katherine, in a tire swing at Wade Park in Paris, Texas.

James Robinson, a freshman from Dunleavy High School, enjoys the time
spent at the skate park at Millennium Park in Danville, Ky. The rain puddles

The big finish

lllinois Special Olympics Winter
Games athlete Thomas M. Strack
of Mt. Greenwood Park,
reaches the finish of a portion of
his level 3 Singles Figure Skating
competition held at the Five Flags
Center in Dubuque, lowa.

Majestic scenery

Jon Crandall of Coram, Mont., paddles his canoe across Lake McDonald
in Glacier National Park, Mont.
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Tasers in schools

Julie Maidment is still

dnmg the same job, pro-

ecting St. Paul, Minn.,

nghland Park High School as its
school resource officer. She’s still
chatty and easy with a smile,
more likely to talk kids away
from trouble than to punish them.

But if you look closer, you see it
— that small, bright yellow weap-
on on the left side of her equij
ment belt. On Monday, Tasers
made their first appearance in
Minnesota schools on the belts of
St. Paul officers.

St. Paul police are putting Tas-
ers in the schools, not as a re-
sponse to any problems but as
part of their ongoing effort to
train and equip all their officers
with the weapon, said officer Paul
Schnell, a department spokes-
man.

Endangered plant

MARSHALL — One of

California’s rarest plants

was nearly wiped out of ex-
istence when county workers
used heavy machinery to unclog
a roadside drain in the species’
sole habitat.

The Baker’s larkspur, a pur-
plish plant that blooms April
through May and grows up to 2
feet tall, is found in only one place
in the world — near a road in
western Marin County.

The damage followed heavy
rains last October that pushed de-
bris down a hillside and into the
drain, flooding the road. Workers
used a mechanical digger to clear
the plug cut into the hillside at the
exact spot where most of the Bak-
er’s larkspur grow.

In minutes, a population of 100
plants was reduced to five.

Members of the Marin Native
Plant Society, Marin County Pub-
lic Works Department, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, state Depart-
ment of Fish and Game met Tues-
day to discuss the fate of the plant
and how to better protect it.

Truck strikes teens

BOSTON — Four high

school students were in-
jured, two seriously, when they
were hit by a pickup truck as they
walked in front of West Roxbury
H.\gh School on Friday, police
said.

The incident occurred on the
VFW Parkway around 7:30 a.m.,
according to state police Lt.
Sharon Costin. WCVB-TV report-
ed the teens were walking on the
road when they were hit. The driy
er of the truck said he was di
tracted by his 2-year-old child be-
fore he hit the teens. The station
did not identify the driver.

The victims were reportedly
taken to Children’s Hospital.

DNA for DUI

> FORT WORTH — Some

Tarrant County police de-
partments have begun using
search warrants, in some cases,
to obtain blood to test suspected
drunken drivers who refuse to
take a breath test.

“We have to treat DW1 as a seri-
ous crime, just like we do any
other crime,” Sgt. Don Hanlon, su-
pervisor of Fort Worth’s traffic in-
vestigation unit, said of driving
while intoxicated. “We've be-
come accustomed to giving blood

samples for DNA testing for vio-
lent crime. This is just a continua-
tion of that. It’s evidence of a per-
son’s innocence or guilt.”

He’s alive!

RALEIGH, N.C. — A med-

ical examiner studying a
body in a morgue was startled
when the man took a shallow
breath.

Emergency medical techni-
cians had declared 29-year-old
Larry D. Green dead almost two
hours earlier, after he was hit by
acar.

Medical examiner J.B. Perdue
was called to the accident scene
Monday but did not examine
Green then. Later, he was docu-
menting Green's injuries when he
noticed the man was breathing.

Green, 29, was taken to Duke
University Medical Center in
Durham, where he was in critical
condition Wednesday.

Big money for mummy

CASPER, Wyo. — A man
is offering $10,000 for the
Pedro Mountain Mummy, a tiny
set of human remains that were
found in Wyoming and have not
been seen in public for S5 years.

John Adolfi, of Syracuse, N.Y.,
said he wants the mummy so it
can undergo DNA testing, X-rays
and magnetic resonance imaging.

Several photos and many de-
scriptions of the artifact remain.
In its seated position, the mummy
stands 7 inches tall. If it were to
stand up, it would only measure
about 17 inches.

Adolfi hypothesizes that mod-
ern science would prove that
Pedro was an adult at the time of
his death — perhaps one of the
“little people” spoken of in Arapa-
ho and Shoshone tales.

Forget good behavior

TALLAHASSEE — More

than 50 inmates face charg-

es and 102 were trans-
ferred after a prison brawl in
which one guard was stabbed and
11 others were beaten.

The melee at the Apalachee
Correctional Institution in Sneads
erupted on Monday when a con-
victed murderer who was being
questioned about a homemade
knife attacked a guard, authori-
ties said. More guards were sent
into the recreation yard, where
some of the almost 200 prisoners
began attacking them.

Voice in jeopardy

CONCORD  —  Doris
“Granny D” Haddock,
one of the nation’s most re”

lentless voices for campaign fi-
nance reform, has been silenced
by a surgery that could cost her
voice.

Haddock, who ran for the U.S.
Senate last year and gained na-
tional attention by walking across
the country to promote campaign
finance reform, underwent sur-
gery on her windpipe Thursday.

The 95-year-old Democrat
used her well-known New En-
gland-tinged voice last year to
run against Republican Sen. Judd
Gregg, who defeated her 66 per-
cent to 34 percent.

Burke said the surgery was to
remove blockage from Haddock’s
windpipe.

Stories and photos from news wires
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Black leaders tire of February spotllght

Many now consider Black History Month
to be patronizing, seek attention all year

BY ERIN TEXEIRA

ing almost daily, giving keynote

The i Press

The only black county commis-
sioner in Dallas, John Wiley Price
spoke Monday to 100 mostly
black middle school students
about history, responsibility and
their futures. If he had been invit-
ed the following day — Feb. 1 —
he would have refused.

That’s not because of a schedul-
ing conflict. Price no longer
makes public ap-
pearances during
Black  History
Month. Like some
other top speak-
ers, Price has
grown weary of

&k Black history
being confined
to that month

in sympo-
siums and moderating panels.
And their physical exhaustion
highlights an unsavory reality:
Come March 1, public interest in
them and their work plummets.
“Black history being confined
to that month is more aggravating
than ameliorating,” said Larry
Aubry, a columnist with the Los
Angeles Sentinel, a black weekly,
who worked on the Los Angeles
County  Human
Relations Commis-
sion for 34 years.
“There’s no com-
mitment  there.
Tm looking for
more in the full 12

being in high de- is more ‘months.”

mand for just a . Black Histo

fow weeks and  QGGTAVALING  yonit has voors

then often ig- in historian Carter

no“ Yd. . than G. Woodson’s
Tm not going ameliorating. Negro  History

to be, as the kids
say, ‘pimped’ dur-
ing the month of
February,” Price
said.

A few years
ago, Price said, he
inundated
with speaking re-
quests. Then he
realized that “black people were
visible during February, but the
other 11 months of the year we be-
came the invisible people.”

He isn’t a lone rebel: Twen-
ty-nine years after Black History
Month was officially designated
by the federal government, some-
thing of a backlash has begun.

Though February is still an ex-
hilarating time for many high-pro-
file black Americans, whose re-
search and life are

I'm looking for
more in the full
12 months.”

Week, which he
designated in
1926 as the sec-
ond week in Feb-
ruary to mark the

birthdays of Fred-

Larry Aubry  erick  Douglass
Columnist ~ and Abraham Lin-
coln.  Woodson,

who also began the Association
for the Study of African Ameri-
can Life and History, said he
hoped the week could one day be
eliminated — when black history
would become fundamental to
American history.

Now his idea has been expand-
ed to include all of February, a
month when there are seemingly
nonstop television programs, art
exhibits, films, historical tours,
new books and public lectures.

celebrated, others see it as over-
whelming, even debilitating.
They grow bleary-eyed, travel-

at black
and historical sites also mush-
rooms, and even the list of
events with no historical tie ap-

pears to be growing.

For instance, the Baltimore
County public schools will partici-
pate in National African Ameri-
can Parent Involvement Day on
Feb. 14. That day, the University
of Akron in Ohio has planned a
public dialogue titled “Brothers
Talking to Brothers: Let’s Talk —
Relationships with Black
Women.”

Last year, the Bronx Zoo hxgh»
lighted ts African ani

“An industry has grown up
around [Black History Month]
which is really quite fascinating,”
said Nell Irvin Painter, a Prince-
ton historian. Like Kwanzaa, she
said, “It became a corporate holi-
day, a way for corporations and
museums and the U.S. postal ser-
vice to declare they’re multicul-
tural bona fide.”

Painter no longer accepts invi-
tations to events pegged to the
month, however, because they
typically come from groups that
“want to hear the same old thing,
very often.”

Still, despite their misgivings
about Black History Month, Paint-
er and others think it should con-
tinue. The reason: They believe
black history would become even
more marginalized without it.

“I can’t tell you how important
it was for me, growing up, to hear
from people who looked like me
about their successes, their aspi-
rations, their trials and thing
they were able to overcome,” said
Carolyn McKinstry, who was in
the Sixteenth Street Baptist
Church in Birmingham, Ala.,
when it was bombed by the Ku
Klux Klan in 1963, killing four
young girls.

Though she has declined at
least a dozen speaking invitations
for this month, she has agreed to
afew, events where “the message

Nell Irvin Painter, a Princeton scholar, no longer accepts invitations to
events pegged to Black History Month. Many top speakers have grown
weary of being in high demand for a just few weeks during Black
History Month, and then otherwise ignored.

will be needed and will make
more of an impact on listeners,”
she said.

If speakers don’t choose their
venues carefully, Black History
Month lectures can become
“kinds of performances. They’re
not necessarily intended to solve
problems,” said Robin D. G.
Kelley, a professor of African
American Studies at Columbia
University.

“They’re enlightening and inter-
esting. It's enlightened entertain-

ment, which is not a bad thing.”

Whereas he once traveled non-
stop in February, Kelley declined
about 100 invitations this month
— all except three at which he’ll
speak to youth: “Just when I'm
about to get cynical, I give a talk
and T have such great engage-
ments with the community and
students.

“People are hungry for a con-
versation, and I can’t be too cyni-
cal because I remember that hun-
ger myself as a young person.”

School relocated to serve as black education museum

BY LINDA MCNATT
The Virginian-Pilot
(Norfolk, Va.)

SMITHFIELD, Va. — Lights flashed and
police sirens waile

Icy rain fell from the sky and pummeled
the earth. And little children standing at
the front of a church along Main Street
cheered and waved. Thursday was a big
day in this small town on the Pagan River
— the historic, one-room schoolhouse was
‘moving in on a flatbed truck.

But not all the hoopla was due to the
school. Between 9:30 and 10 a.m., with the
procession still several miles away, a bomb
threat was called in to the post office on
Main Street in

of black eds is the town’s

served on the in charge of mov-

2007 project.

The building is a Rosenwald School, a
top preservation priority for the state and
the National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion.

Rosenwald Schools were built across the
South between 1912 and 1932, financed by
Julius Rosenwald, a self-made millionaire,
high-school dropout and CEO of Sears, Roe-
buck and Co. Rosenwald provided grants
to build more than 5,000 rural schools for
young blacks.

The Christian Home School was built in
a southern corner of Isle of Wight County
in 1924. Until the early 1950s, it was a
place where children learned their ABCs,

Police responded by blocking off the
street and sending in officers to investi-
gate. It turned out to be a prank, and every-
thing was cleared up before the school-
house arrived.

Relocating the school to a spot on Main
Street and turning it into a history museum

and language.

Members of the Christian Home Baptist
Church on Longview Drive, near the Suf-
folk line, gathered to bid the school fare-
well. The Rev. Wendell Waller gave the
building a final blessing, said a prayer and
read a psalm.

Bill Somerset, a retired teacher who has

ing the school and restoring it on its new
lot, led the trailer, waving a bright orange
caution flag from the window of his tan
Buick.

At 10:30 a.m., the school arrived in town.

Sandra Lowe, a retired teacher from
Hampton, stood in the parking lot of Lit-
tle’s Supermarket. Her father, the late
Elgin Lowe, had taught at the school for a
year, from 1936 to 1937. He stoked the
fires on frosty mornings and helped the
children with the vegetable garden.

lgin Lowe may even have built one of
the handmade blackboards that would
have been at the center of the classroom.
Sanded boards, pinned together, painted
black.

The move down winding, wooded roads
cost $10,000, said Diane Spencer Woolley,
director of the Smithfield and Isle of Wight
Community Visitors Bureau. The entire
project, funded both publicly and private-
ly, is expected to cost about $260,000.

The schoolhouse committee is collecting

desks of the era. They have a stove. They're
doing an oral history. Museum visitors will
get to see and hear former students recall
their years of learni:

The 20-by-30- fool hulldmg had its roof
chimneys removed for the move. “It’s a
good, strong old building,” Gabor Tarjan,
president of Ace House Movers Inc., said
as the school arrived.

The children at the Main Street Learn-
ing Center, standing in front of the church
across the way, were waiting.

he Rev. James Harrison, minister of
Main Street Baptist and a committee mem-
ber, was just as anxious.

Brown, another committee member,
stood in the rain with the rest and heard
the bad news: It was too wet to place the
school on the foundation that had been pre-
pared. The building would sit for another
day on the rolling platform.

But even with the cold and ice — and the
bomb threat — it was good timing.

“What a nice way for this community to
celebrate the beginning of Black History
Month,” Woolley said, smiling.
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Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight's
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Forecast by: USAFE
Operation
S eadron. Sembach,
Germany.
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EUROPEAN FORECA!

Benelux: Cloudy with rain and snow-
showers. Highs in the lower to mid-
40s. Monday lows in the lower to
mid-30s.

Britain, Ireland: Cloudy with rain-
showers. Highs in the mid to high
40s. Monday lows in the lower 40s to
lower 50s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy.
Highs in the lower to mid-30s.
Monday lows in the single digits to
the teens.

France: Cloudy with rainshowers.
Highs in the mid-40s. Monday lows in
the 30s.

Northern Germany: Partly cloudy.
Highs in the mid 30s. Monday lows in
the lower 20s.

Southern Germany: Party cloudy.
Highs in the mid to upper
Monday lows in the lower foows to

lower

Hungary: Pamy cloudy. Highs in the
upper 20s. Monday lows in the single
wgus,

Nrthern ttaly; Party cloudy. Highs in
e mid 40s. Monday lows in the 20s.

Southern taly: Partly cloudy. Highs in
the upper 40s. Monday lows in the
mid 30s.

Kosovo: Mostly cloudy with snow-
showers. Highs in the upper 20s.
Monday lows in the upper teens.

Norway: Cloudy with rainshowers and
snowshowers. Highs i the upper
30s to lower 40s. Monday lows in the
upper 20s to mid-30s.

Portugal, Spain: Mostly cloudy with
rain showers. Northern Spain highs
in the mid-40s to lower 50s. Monday
lows in the upper 20s to lower 30s.
Southern Spain and Portugal highs
in the mid to upper 50s. Monday
lows in the upper 30s to lower 40s

Turkey: Coastal regions mostly cloudy
10 cloudy. Highs in the lower 50s.
Monday lows in the upper 30 to
lower 40s. Inland regions mostly
cloudy with snowshowers. Highs in
the upper 30s to lower 40s.

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operatruna/ Weather Squadron home

htips:/lows. sembach.at.m
http:/iows.public. ombsenatmil

SUN & MOON

Today  Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad)  G:55AM.  6:54AM.
Sunrise (Frankfurt)  7:52A M
Sunsel (Baghdad)  5:40PM.
Sunset (Frankiurt) ~ 5:29PM.
Lastgr.  Newmoon First g
Marchd  Feos  Feb.16
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Sunday Horoscope

Mars enters Capricom, a de-
tached and cool placement for this
hotheaded planet. It's not wise to
rush forward to battle without a
strategy, and Mars in Capricom
helps evolve ingenious plans. In
the weeks to come, employ classic
approaches to obtain your
goals. Respect the hierar-
chy of organizations, and
that hierarchy will respect
you.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(February 6). There's no
mountain high enough, no
river wide enough to keep
you from your ambition
this year. By clinging to the
spirit of determination, you
make a lifestyle change
this month. Money comes
from a new source as a result. In
May, a battle of some kind is over,
and you can take your victory
trophy home. Romance signs are
Leo and Libra.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You're feeling grounded and attract-
ed to anyone confident enough to
drop all pretension. Even the Rock-
efellers of the world are hailing
cabs, so anyone playing high and
mighty doesn't have a chance with
you.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
The Beatles wrote it, and you
believe it: “All you need is love —
love is all you need.” Now, if you
could only convince that certain
'someone who keeps nagging you
for money.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Everything is fine except for the
sneaking suspicion you're becom-
ing indistinct — just another face in
the crowd. What will you do to set
yourself apart this time? Something
custom made just for you will do
the trick. Splurge.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
People around you are getting too
confusing and frankly a litle more
riled up than the situation calls for.
The winning idea is also a simple
one. Step back, and get an objec-
tive look at things before giving an
opinion.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). It's not
your job to fix the world, as much
as you'd like to help. Besides, if
you're neglecting your own needs,

ay Mathis

you're really no help at alll Balance
your philanthropy with thorough
and attentive self-care.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Delegating is always hard for you
because nobody does it quite like
you can. But today, it will be down-
right impossible, so don't
even try. Wake up early,
stay up late, and fall in
love with the do-it-yourself
process.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). You'll be welcomed
into someone’s home or
taken into someone’s
confidence. It's so interest-
ing to observe first hand
how others are living! Be
aware that you are a
trusted individual, and do
nothing to compromise that trust.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
People who are overly emotional
drive you nuts. That's why when
you're hit with a surge of intense
feeling this afternoon, it's particular-
ly unnerving. Just know that the
world will be compassionate — you
don't have to hold back.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You make a correct choice
and ding-ding-ding — the big win-
ner's bell goes off! Confetti falls
from the sky! Well, not really, but
there’s nothing like the feeling of
certainty you get from being right.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You're probably not giving
yourself due credit. When you feel
you haven't done enough, perhaps
the thing to do is ask around. Par-
ents or older relatives can be a fine
gauge of your progress. Make the
phone call.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
It's one thing to be attracted to
what's shiny and new, and quite
another to be rendered helpless by
the attraction. Be strong now. Don't
be like the moth that beats itself
against the light bulb.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Energy comes from being near the
hub of the action. Go where the
inspiration is thick. You'll know
you're getting something important
out of the experience when your
thoughts are so loud you can't hear
your mouth.

Creators Syn

Gang of ‘cawdies’ imitate cadets

Iread that “caddie” comes from
“cadet,” and I would like to know
more about the history of the
word. Is there a connection be-
tween the military “cadet” and a
golf “caddie”?

When the Engllsh adopted the
French word “cadet” in the
century, they used it the way the
French did — both for a “younger
son” and for a young gentleman in
training for military Service (since
these were generally “younger
sons,” in need of a career).

The Scots, pronouncing “cadet”
somewhat in the French way,
“CAH-day,” but spelling it “cawd-
ie,” “cadee,” or “caddie,” also
began using the word in the
mid-17th century to refer to a mili-
tary trainee.

In 18th-century Scotland a gang
of young street people banded to-
gether under the leadership of the
“Constable of the Cawdies.” It is
supposed they took their name,
and to some degree ran their orga:
nization, in imitation of the more
respectable “caddies” in military
service. Despite their unseemly ap-
pearance, they were actually on
the lookout for whatever kind of
employment came their way —
odd jobs of any sort. As a result, in
Scottish English “caddle" eventual-
Iy came fo mean “a person who
waits about for odd jobs.”

This column was prepared by

cbitors of Morriar Websters Collegiate
Dictionary, Tenth Edition. Readers may
send quesfions to Merriam-Webster's
Wordwateh, PO Box 281,47 Federal S
Springfield, Mass. 0
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Daughter’s murder request
should raise red flags for dad

Dear Abby: what do you think
of a very intelligent 15>-year-old
girl, a straight-A student, who
asks her noncustodial father to
kill her mother’s boyfriend —
which the father, of course, will
not do? This girl is not a gang
member or on drugs.
How do you justify this
kind of thinking in a
teenage girl, and how do
you reconcile the fact
that she claims to love
her father while asking
him to kill somebody for
her?
— Concerned in Nevada
Dear Concerned:
Either the girl has seri-
ous emotional problems,
or she’s having serious
problems with her moth-
er’s boyfriend. I would not ques-
tion the girl’s love for her father,
but I would urge him to intervene
and see that his daughter re-
ceives the help she obviously
needs, including assuring that
she’s out of reach of the boy-
friend. She could have been
emotionally abused or molested
by him.

Dear Abby: My daughter,
“Lisa,” is 18 and a freshman in
college, and has a part-time job in
a local clothing store where she
receives a 15-] -percent employee
discount. I work in a beauty salon
nearby, which allows me to see
Lisa during her frequent visits to

Dear Abby

the shop.

One of my co-workers, “Fran-
cine,” has on numerous occasions
cornered my daughter and asked
her to buy things for her, using
her employee benefit. This is
strictly against store policy. When
Francine asks me if Lisa
is working on any given
day, T ask her why, and
she answers, “She’s
supposed to let me know
when ‘whatever’ goes on
sale.” It's not the truth.

If I confront Francine,
it will cause tension,
which will result in
Lisa’s visits being less
frequent. With our busy
schedules, it’s the only
time I get to see her
some days. Is this some-
thing I should stay out
of, or should I play “rescue mom”
and get it over with? This has
been going on for a few months
now, and enough already! It's
tacky and rude. Francine is a
co-worker, not a friend. How
should this be handled?

— Furious in Las Vegas

Dear Furious: Your daughter
should not be risking her job so
that Francine can get a good
deal. I knew a personable and
kind-hearted young man who
was fired for doing what your
daughter has been doing.

Have a talk with Lisa, and tell
her that the next time Francine
approaches her, she should tell
the woman that she cannot do it

because it's against store policy,
and she doesn’t want to lose her
Jjob. It's the truth, and she
‘shouldn’t feel guilty for saying it.
She’s being taken advantage of. Tf
Lisa is afraid to speak up, do it
for her.

Dear Abby: 1 made the mis-
take of putting out a candy dish at
work for clients who might stop
in. One of my co-workers consis-
tently takes candy — usually more
than all the clients combined —
and she’s not even supposed to be
eating sugar! Recently, my fiance
and I decided to start saving for a
house. We are on a tight budget,
501 stopped putting out candy. My
co-worker continually asks where
her “treats” are.

T have told her we're trying to
save for a house, and her reply
was, “Oh, you poor baby. You
should puf out a collection jar for
donations.” I don’t feel I should
ask clients for donations, eepec]alr
ly since she’s the one taking all
the candy. Please advise me how
to respond politely to her. I am out
of ideas.

— Confidential in Maryland

Dear Confidential: The next
time your co-worker asks where
her treats are, smile sweetly and
tell her, “The concession is
closed.”

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number - should be

addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
£o5 Angeles CA 50065. Readers can write
fo Abby on ‘the Intern

http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

niversal Press Syndicate

Promise of stepdaughter’s
departure taken off the table

Dear Annie: Two years ago, I
met a man with a 16-year-ol
daughter, “Josie.” At the time,
my son was 13. “Bob” proposed
after we had known each other
about a year, and he and Josie
moved in with us a few months
before we were to

Not long after, had to 'tell Bob
that I couldn’t marry
him because of hlS
daughter. Josie is pomp-
ous, spoiled, sarcastic
and self-absorbed (her
dad agrees). Bob said if
Josie was still a problem
after we married, he
would send her to live
with her mother across
town. I accepted those
terms, and we married.

A few months ago, I
suggested it was time
for Josie to live with her
mother, as he had originally
offered. However, Bob now
claims he cannot recall our con-
versation and that I must be
mistaken.

I am furious with Bob. He
refuses to have Josie move out,
and I feel he manipulated me
into this mess. My health is suf-
fering, and I don’t want my son
in this turbulent situation. What
should I do?

— Trusting Your Judgment

Dear Trusting: Yes, Bob manip-
ulated you. He should not have
made any promises he was un-
willing to keep.

Josie should be 18 by now. If

she is planning to attend college,
we strongly recommend you
check out the dorms. If she is not
going to continue her education,
she should get a job and pay rent
on her own apartment. If Bob
refuses to encourage Josie to
move out, insist on counseling so
he understands what is at stake.

Annie’s Mailbox Dear Annie: 1

laughed out loud when I
read the responses you
printed several months
ago to the question,
“When are you going to
have kids?”

As a young mother of
four, I often am asked,
“When are you going to
STOP having kids?” I
know we live in a soci-
ety where American
families have an aver-
age of 2.2 kids, but my husband
and I dearly love all our children
and work hard to raise them
right. We think of each one as a
blessing.

I'would love to have some
witty remarks to use when peo-
ple ask us that rude question.

— Mama of Four,
San Francisco Bay Area

Dear Mama of Four: As long as
you can support them, you are
entitled to have as many chil-
dren as you want. However,
since our readers enjoy putting
in their two cents’ worth, we will
print the best responses to your
question.

Dear Annie: 1am 21 years
old. My grandfather helped me
find a wonderful job in his state,
s0 I moved in with him. My
grandma died about six months
ago, so I felt I would be helping
Grandpa out, and moving up the
career ladder in the process.

Although I love Grandpa and
am extremely grateful for his
help, he is very stubborn. He
absolutely will not take any of
my money to help with rent or
other expenses.

Grandpa is in good health and
is retired. I know he loves having
me here, but he is hard to live
with. The place is never heated
or air-conditioned to my liking,
and I don’t feel comfortable
domg anything without his per-
mission. Also, what happens if I
invite a guy over? [ really want
my own place, but I worry about
leaving Grandpa alone with no
one but his dog for company.

nsure in Wyoming

Dear Unsure: Dogs make great
companions, and if you promise
to stop by Grandpa’s often and
call daily to check up on him, we
think you should go ahead and
find your own place. Don't let
guilt push you into doing some-
thing you resent.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to annies
mailbox ast.net, or write to:
Annos Mailbox, ¢/0 Creators Syndicate,

77 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 80045,

Creators Syndicate
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Tough to pry pension plan out of new owners

Q: My company’s traditional
pension plan was one of the rea-
sons I took a job there. I like the
idea of having a guaranteed pay-
check in retirement, regardless
of how the markets are doing or
how much I've managed to put
aside.

But now our company is being
put on the block, and none of the
potential buyers seems to have
a traditional pension plan.
Should my co-workers and I be
worried?

A:Inaword, yes. Few corpora-
tions that don’t already offer pen-
sions want to take on the hassles
and expense of funding them.

A traditional pension promis-
es a set payment to retired work-
ers for as long as they live.
These plans are costly, and com-
panies are increasingly phasing
them out or, in some cases,
switching to cash-balance plans
that are somewhat akin to 401 (k)
retirement accounts.

The buyer of your company
could take one of several cours-
es. The first is to “freeze” the
pension, which means you

wouldn’t lose the benefits you've

FRIDAY'S MARKET SUMMARY

accrued, but you wouldn’t earn
any more. The company would
continue to administer the plan
and arrange for you to get your
retirement payment.

If the company decides to insti-
tute a cash-balance plan,
the value of your pension
holdings would be trans-
ferred into the plan, but
the rate at which you ac-
crue future  benefits
could change.

More radically, the
buyer might simply ter-
minate the plan and ei-
ther buy you an annuity
that represents the bene-
fits you've accrued or
simply pay those bene-
fits to you in a lump sum.

If the plan doesn’t have
enough money to pay promised
benefits, the buyer could turn it
over to the Pension Benefit Guar-
anty Corp., the quasi-govern-
ment agency that runs failed
plans. Again, you wouldn’t ac-
crue new benefits, and it’s pos:
ble you could lose some if you're
a highly paid worker close to re-
tirement.

The PBGC caps benefits at
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Money Talk

Liz Pulliam Weston

$29,649 annually if you retire at
60 or $45,614 if you retire at 65.

Your chances of persuading a
buyer to continue the plan may
be low, but you can try making
the argument that pensions at-
tract smart, older work-
ers who understand
their value, said pen-
sion expert Steve Ver-
non, author of “Live
Long and Prosper: In-
vest in Your Happi-
ness, Health and
Wealth for Retirement
and Beyond.”

Yowd be smart,
though, to step up your
efforts to save on your
own. As rapidly as tra-
ditional pensions are
disappearing, it makes sense for
almost every worker to have at
least something put aside for his
or her own retirement.

Q: On the back of the credit
card, what is the purpose of the
three numbers that follow the ac-
count number? Why do some
merchants require these num-
bers to make purchases over the
Internet?

A: The numbers to which you

EXCHANGE RATES

Military rates
Euro costs (Feb. 7).

(N: 4045
Mihary ‘exchange Tates s those
avallable to customers at miltary bank
ing facilties in the country
for Japan, South Korea,
Netherlands and the United Kingdam.

ermany, the

tary bani
Ry ora s T s I
bank rates provided for reference when

ound, wi
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

refer constitute the card securi-
ty code. (American Express has
its four-digit card security code
on the front, above the account
number.)

You'll notice they’re printed
on the card, rather than em-
bossed. Online merchants ask
for the codes as a way of proving
that you actually have the card
in your possession and didn’t
just pick up somebody else’s
credll card receipt.

It's a matter of self-defense.
When a bricks-and-mortar mer-
chant approves a fraudulent pur-
chase, the credit card issuer
often reimburses the loss as long
as the merchant has the custom-
er’s signature on a receipt. With-
out a signature, though, a mer-
chant’s exposure is higher; it can
face  “charge-backs,” under
which the fraudulent purchase
amount is rejected by the credit
card company, leaving the mer-
chant to shoulder the loss.

Asking for the code doesn’t
‘winnow out the thieves who actu-
ally have stolen cards in their
possession, or who photocopied
someone else’s cards. But it does
eliminate the most casual of iden-
tity thieves, and every little bit of
prevention can help a mer-
chant’s bottom line.

Q: I have been trying to build
my credit. P've never had a late
payment on my credit card or
auto loan, although I did have
some old medical bills from six
years ago I recently paid off.

But I just checked my credit
score, and it has decreased by 95
points! I am so upset I don’t know
what to do. I spent more than
$1,200 on these bills thinking this
would help. Did this hurt me in-
stead?

A: Your desire to do the right
thing probably did the wrong
thing for your credit score.

Because of the way credit
scores are figured, paying an old
bill often updates the troubled
account, making it look more re-
cent to the national credit bu-
reaus. Because the scoring for-
mula weighs recent behavior
more heavily than past behavior,
an old black mark that wasn’t af-
fecting your score much can sud-
denly have much more weight
when the debt has been paid off.

The plunge in your score
means that yowll be paying
much higher interest rates and
face much tougher credit terms
if you apply for a new loan any
time soon.

The best thing you can do now
is to continue making your cred-
it card and auto loan payments
promptly and let time try to heal
the wound you inadvertently in-
flicted.

Liz Pulliam Weston is the author of
“Your Credit Sco to Fix, Improve

and Protect the 3-Digit Number That
Shapes Your Financial Future.”

Blvd., No. 238, Studio City, CA 91604, or
via her Web site, www.lizweston.com.
She regrets that she cannot respond
personally to queries.

Cénts and Sensibility

Money tip of the day

BY JUSTIN BACHMAN

The Associated Press

If you're like many American
workers with a 401(k), you
probably tinker with your in-
Vestments’ composition.
Vigilance of the market and
financial ~ adjustments ~ are
smart, right? Um, sure. But
many of us do silly things with
our and don’t

even realize it.

Understanding a few basic
principles of behavioral fi-
nance and how it affects our de-
cisions can help, according to
Douglas Mangini, head of Na-
tionwide Financial Services
Inc.’s Financial Planners Chan-

Behavioral-finance basics

nel. The company is a division
of insurance giant Nationwide
Mutual Insurance, based in Co-
lumbus, Ohio.

Mangini has a few tips:

M Don’t look to “strike while
the irom’s hot.” Statistically,
there is no “hot hand” when it
comes to investing, just as casi-
nos don’t go bankrupt because
of gamblers going on a roll.

B Admit mistakes and move
on. Don't allow a short-term
error to become a long-term
problem.

W Don't follow the herd. Stay-
ing put or selling out on a com-
pany just because everyone
else is doing so isn’t always
wise.

are saying...
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Pro football

NFL playoffs
Wild-card Playoffs
urday, Jan. 8
St. Louis 27, Seattle
K- Jets 20 San Diego 17 oF
\nd\anapohsAQé e ot

Minnesota nsayl
Bivisional Playofts
Saturday, Jan. 15
Pittsbur nzo,Nv‘ et s 17,01
Atlanta 47,5t Lou
1 .16,
philadelphia 21 Wi
New England 2, In |nmanaponsa
ships
AN

Philadelphia 37. Atiatia 10
New England 41, Pttsburgn 27

acksonilie, o,
Philadelphia ¥ New zn‘gl land
Sundayy Feb. 13

‘At Honolul
AFC vs. NFC

World champ uns ps

dowr
SORMIO, taly' o ReSUlS, Saturday from
the downhill race at the alpine skiing world
championships, on the Ta5mie Stenio

“{8ode Miller, United states, 1 minte,
6,32 seconds.

- Daron Rafives, United States,
. Michael Walchhofer, Austria,

and; 1:5
al, Norway, 1:57.35.

Hoffmann, Switzerland, 1:57.40.

. Johann Grugger, AuStria, 115752,

e) David Poisson, France, 1:57.52.

College basketba

Men’s Ton 25 schedule

day's games
0.3 Kansas & Neasks
0. 2 Duke VS, No. 25 Gegrgia Tech
-5 Boston College at Seton Hall
Kentucky at Vanderbilt
,7waker restal Virginia Tech

,9 Sy B Albama memgham
klahoma State at B:

i Alabama ot Forida

. 12 Michigan State at lowa

.13 wasmngmn vs. UcLA

. 14 Arizona vs. Stanf

- 14 Qkdahomas. Toxas Tech

. 16 Pittsburgh at West Virginia

- 17 Gonzaga vs. Santa

.18 at Charloft

18 stconsm 2 Whansscta

0 Tex a State
30 oA e breco siate
- 22 aryiand at Miami
.23 Connecticut vs. St. John's
24 Vilangya vs, b Provmence

No- 1 llingis Vo ngtang
(0.2 North Carolina at Florida State

Friday's men’s games

Alfre Naxareth N 7.6
‘Americar U

Aberst 7o Wiliams
Brokbort 11, Fradonia st. 83
Bucknell 89, Lafay ette 69
CCNY 79, Hunter

Garmegie-Mellon &3, Case Reserve 81
Glarkson 4, Vas
Comell 76,8

artmouth 30, Prmcewn 2

Hobarceb niom Ry
Holy Cross 66, Navy '3

jana 55, Manhattan o3
Raca 54 Hara
LaRoche 65, Froslburg St.50
h 3, Colgate
Benn 10 ar

. RP)
Wagner 72 Mount St. Mary's, Md. 55
Yale 77, Columbia 67

Bryan 83, Alice Loy
ARy St men College 71
Millsaps 67, Trinity, Tex
NGBt 16 Lohigwaod 26
UCF 77, Troy 73

Black il st a0 amestown 60
Chicago 8 Brandeis 6 _
Grown 88, Martin
inois Cotlege 13, 5% Rorbertc2
o Lawrenc

"5, Bickinson st 65
forthland 60

Monmouth, Beloit 67
NS Whchintor o 48
Northwestern, Minn. 68, Bethany Lutheran

itt Greensburo 84, Lake Erle 81
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S/ Bakota Tech 73, Man

Vafley City St 74 Minol 3t 70

FAR WEST
Montana Tech 73, Montana st.-Northern 71
Montana-Western 78, Great Falls 76

gatan Valley St.54, Johnson & Wales, Colo.
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Friday’s women’s scores

EasT
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case Resérve 53 Camegie-Mellon 47
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Xavier 8, Duquesne 68
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Qglethorpe 74, Sigfwestern, Texas 68
ace 66,
Feinf Texas o5, Ml\lsa&s 2}
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okoia Tach 17
Mayville St. 67, Dickinson St. 65
Miriot St. 64, Valley City St 55

Nonmouth, . 6% Beloi 63

-Morris 48
o Weslyn 61, Denison 40
itt-Greensburg 82, Lake Erie 20
presentation 2 St scholastica 63
St. Norbert 53, Tilinois College 49
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Tennis

Milan Indoors

Friday

At Palalido

purses Ay
rse: $420 . Series)
Surtace; Garpebiidoor

Robin Soderling oy Sweden. def. Sergiy
stakhovsiy. Ukraine, 6.3, 62
Radek Stépanek (4), Czech Republic def.
Ra}mer Schueitier ©), Germany.
Iian Liubicle (2), croatia, def. Karol Beck
(7),S\uvzkm 67(4),6
1 @), Belagus. def. Tomas Be-
hrend, German. 63, 63-

Millennium International
Championships

AtThe uelray Beach Jennis Center
Beach, i

w Moom‘c’, e Mnca. def. peter
Wessels, Netherlands, 5-0,
iri Q@.c:
et Carisen (7) Denmark &3, 75,
SRCATON
Xavier 613 elgiu, def. Ramon
Delgado, paraguay, 6 255'

rfinals
Jordan Kerr, Austraha. and Jim Thomas.
(@ United States, def
Urited states, and Mark
Todd Perry

$,6

Tweden, and
% Bannis van Scheppingah

i Peter Wessels. Netherlands, waikover:

BellSouth Open

Atclub Naval de oo “Las salinas”
3 del Mar, Ch
,000 (Int, Series)
ey l:h ¥, Outdoor

David Ferrer St?s A Get-Agustin Caller
(1), Argentin 5
Gaston, Gadio (D, Argenting, def. Jose
Acasuso (8), Argentina, 6-2, 3-6, 3
Ilasv . Ruben

Filppo, Volandrl G,
Ramirez Hidalgo, Spai

Ferando Ganzaler () Chile: ot Mariano
Zabaleta (5), Argentina -6, 7-6 (4), 7-6 (2).

Semifinals

Gaston E4is and Mari Rodnguez W, Ar-
gentina def, baul Capdle na-
dioCerda, Chile, 76,

DSl Bocrar ind Santag Ventura, Spain,

(lt, Enzo Artont. ey, and Jgnacio Gonza"
lez'King, Argentina, 6-1,

Pan Pacific Open

Saturday
At Metropolitan Gymnasium
Purse: $1.3 million (Tier 1)
Surface{ Carpet-indoor

Semifinals
Maria Sharapova (2), Russia, def. Shinobu
Asagoe, Japan, b-1, 7-6 (3

Lindsay bavenport (1) United states, def.
Svetlana Kuznetsova (3); Russia, 6-1, 7-6 (2).

Lindsay pavensort and corina Morariu,
United States, def. Elena Dementieva, Ry
sia,and Al sugnyama &) sapan, waikover.

nette Siovakia, and  Elen:
Likhovtseva (2 Russia, det. Nicoie Pratt
Australia and Maria Vento-Kabehi ), Vene:

Volvo Women’s Open

Saturday
At Dusit Resort Pattaya
Patiaya, Thailan

hita Martines (0, Spein, def. Evgenia
Lvnetskaya Russia, 62, 4-0, retired.
a Groenefeld (7), Germiany, def.
gw;gmva Ruano Pascual B, spam. 4%, &
) Doubles
bIAana Domacho'wska. "Bfan, and siviia
Tala]
v

def
Fedak and Tatiana Perebiynis,

FBR Open
Friday
At TPC at Scottsdale
Scottsdale, Ariz.
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gSet:onﬁllonm.l

Phil Mickelson 7360-133 -9
KevinNa 68:65-133 -9
Bernhard Langer 7086-13% -6
Michael Allen 7066-136 6
H 6968-137 5
junter 68:69-137 3
David Toms 7166-137 5
Heath Slocum 68:69-137 5
Steve Flesch 7067-137 5
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133 41
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AtRoval Melbouthe Golf Club
lelbourne, Australia

o
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ird Round
(Oern, Australia
Ay Ausiralia
A o Adkurala

Ermie €15 South Africa
grett Rufnford; Australia
Simon Byson. Engiand
Steve Webster, England
Henri Stenson, Swed
Peter Lonarg Rustraia i
ica

carmlo vmegas Colombia

jomérie, Scotland
Gary Slmpson‘ Australia

e e st
iy ustralia
Chris Hanell,

Farton Lateber Netnerlands
Emanuele Canorlea, taly
Graeme Mt irefand
&reg Bhaliers

Mark Foster,

hgland

Adam Crawford, Australia
Chris Campbell, Australia
Fredrik Henge, Sweden
Richard Green, Australia
aregorx Havret, France
Soren ieldsen, Denmark

lattery, Enaland
T —
Klas Eriksson

David smal
Markus Bri
Sifmon Wakelield: Enland
Steven Conran, Austmha

373

—217
8-77-12-211
17373217
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Fi ay‘s transacl ions

Ametican teaqu
ANAHEIM ANGELS- Acreed to terms with
INF-OF Robb Quinlan, RHP Matt Hensley and
LHp Joe saundiers on one-year contracts.
YANKEES—Agreed to terms
with LHP Buddy GToom on A minor 16sgue
contract.

OAKLAND ATHLETICS—Agreed to_terms
yith OF Eric Byrnes on a one-year contract.
Named Webster Garrison manager and lere:
my Schied hitting coach of Vancouver of the

Noritwest Leags:

(GERS —Agreed to_ terms with
BB Vo RSac ona one-year Coact
Claimed RHP Ryan Bukvich off waivers from

SanDiego.
BLUE JAYS—Agreed to_terms
w.m INF Shea Hillenbrand on a one-year con-

National League

CHICAGO CUBS—Agreed to terms with INF
Aramis Ramirez and RHP Carlos Zambrano
none-year contracts and INF Dave Hansen

S0 amitor league. contract
COLORADO. ROCKIES Aqrecd, to terms
with RHP Shawn Chacon, RHP Allan Simp-
son, LHP Chris Narveson, INF Garrett Atkins,
OF rad Hawpe and OF Jorge Piedra o
"MilWAUKEE BREWERS— —Agreed to terms
Wit N Joor SPivey on a one-year con-
tract and INF Jeff Cirflo on "a minor league

ETBALL
National B4Skcibal ASsor
et £ Jonaihan hond-
er'on the injred ISt Activated € David Harr
sondrom the iured st
ICKS—Activated F Tim Tho-
i o e TGS 1%, Flaced & MooEh s
Norris on the injured ist.
PHOENIX SUNS—Released G Smush Park-
er. Activated G Leandro Barbosa from the in-
ure

edlst.

-00TBALL
tional Football League
PATRIOTS—Signed OL Billy
Valcs o, me mramm squad,
AN DIEGO.

(amed Rob Chudz-
nik tight onde cogeh

occeR-Named Raul Diaz Arce, Brian
Maisonneuve and ueen assistant
Coaches for the-Under-17 men's national
£eam esidency program
Major League Soccer
IETROSTARS — Traded MF Kenny Arena to
D.C. United for future considerations.

EGE
GENTRAL STATE.Announced that the foot-
ball program will be reinstated in' the
20056 season.

UKE—Named Brad Sparling assistant
Gc\fcnach
DUQUESNE —Annqunced the resignation of
Greg_Gattuso, football coach, to
footballrecni rdingtcr and ot
ends coach for Pittsburgh. Named Joe Ber-
nard interim feotbal caac
INBORO. Named issy Sobolesid wom-
ensyole Ball

-BILLINGS —Announced
the resignation of Doug Sedie, men's Soccer

oact
SAN J0SE STATE - Named Dave figp co-de-
fensive coordinator and secondary coach "

o Wiliamms Co-gerensive coordinktor an
joe Seumalo defen:

inebackers coach and J

tor,
URBANA—Named Nicole Pluger softball
coach.

IGTON—Named Tim Lappano offen
sive cooldmator, B Varber feccers
Coach and Trent Miles running backs coach.

YOUNGSTOWN STATE-Named Joe Bonner
volleyball coach.
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Marino, Young voted into
Pro Football Hall of Fame

(OBs lead class
with Friedman
and Pollard

BY BARRY WILNER
The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Dan
Marino and Steve Young made it
a great day for quarterbacks
when both were elected to the
Pro Football Hall of Fame.

Marino, the most prolific pass-
er in NFL history, and Young,
whose accuracy and speed made
him one of football’s most versa-
tile QBs, were joined by Bennie
Friedman, an early-era quarter-
back, and Fritz Pollard.

Each received at least 80 per-
cent of the votes from the panel of
sports writers and broadcasters.

Friedman and Pollard were
nominated by the senior commit-
tee and chosen by the full panel.

Induction ceremonies will be
Aug. 7 in Canton, Ohio.

“It’s an incredible honor,” Mari-
no said. “It’s humbling to think of
growing up wanting to be a profes-
sional football player.

“Let’s overrun Canton with Dol-
phins fans. I invite you all to Can-
ton and to have some fun.”

When Marino left the Miami
Dolphins after the 1999 season,
he led the NFL with 4,967 comple-
tions, 8,358 passes, 61,361 yards
and 420 touchdowns. His record
of 48 TD passes in a season was
broken this season by Peyton
Manning.

Although he never won a Super
Bowl, Marino was the 1984
league MVP, made three All-Pro
teams and nine Pro Bowls. When
he retired, he owned 21 NFL
marks, including most seasons
with 3,000 yards or more passmg
(13); most yards passing in one
season (5,084 in '84, the only year

For a free

AP photos

Former Miami Dolphins quarterback Dan Marino, left, and San Fran-
cisco 49ers quarterback Steve Young, right, were elected to the Pro

Football Hall of Fame on Saturday.

he won a

1920 ip with an unde-

ship); and most games with 300
yards or more passing (63).

Young, the first modern-era
left-handed quarterback elected,
won the 1995 Super Bowl with San
Francisco and was the league’s
most valuable player in 1992 and
’94. A clever runner with a strong
arm and great field vision, Young
made seven Pro Bowls and was a
three-time All-Pro. He held the
highest passer rating in league his-
tory (96.8) when he retired in '99.
He also set the highest season rat-
ing of 112.8, which Manning also
broke this season.

“Not many Hall of Famers
come out of Greenwich, Conn.,”
Young said with a chuckle. ‘1
took a unique road, starting with
being left-handed. I had a college
coach, LaVell Edwards, who took
a chance on a wild, crazy
left-handed runmng quarlerback
from Connecticut

Pollard not only was the first
black head coach in the NFL, in
1921, but a superb player, too. A
running back, he led the Akron
Pros to the fledgling league’s
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feated record.

He later organized the Chicago
Brown Bombers, an independent
team of black players that barn-

stormed the country from
1927-33.
Friedman played for four

teams from 1927-34 and was one
of the early NFL’s great quarter-
backs. A contemporary of Red
Grange, he also was a strong
draw at the box office. Giants
owner Tim Mara purchased the
Detroit Wolverines, for whom
Friedman played in 1928, not
only to get him in New York’s line-
up but to fill the stands.

“We both appreciate and honor
the people who played in another
era,” Young said, speaking for
Mannu as well. “You'r e talking
about havmg a passion for the
game. We're here on the backs of
50 many other players.

“This is important Fritz Pollard
and what he meant for the game.
There’s a foundation there we are
able to join arms with.”

Michael Irvin and Harry Car-
son, the other two finalists, did
not get the required votes for in-
duction.
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Maj. James Devere of the Air Force Reserve’s 913th Ail

Courtesy Wilow Grove Air Reserve Station
it Wing

speaks with Hank Fraley, Philadelphia Eagles center, during last sum-

mer’s unve

ing of new Eagles logos on the wing’s C-130E tails.

Wings showing true
colors for big game

BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Members of
the Air Force Reserve’s 913th Air-
lift Wing have sworn to defend all
of America, but this weekend
they are rooting against those
New England states.

One look at the suburban Phila-
delphia unit's C-130E aircraft
shows why: Emblazoned on each
plane just beneath Old Glory sits
the Philadelphia Eagles logo,
showing that Eagles’ green is sec-
ond in their hearts only to the red,
white and blue.

Of course, some true patriots
from Westover Air Reserve Base
near Springfield, Mass., would
never support that color scheme.
The planes of the 439th Airlift
Wing there have only red, white
and blue additions on them, both
in the flag and in their beloved
New England Patriots logo.

While the two units share a com-
mon bond, there was no agree-
ment on how a successful mission
in the Super Bowl would end.

Several members of Willow
Grove Air Reserve Station’s
913th watched regular-season Ea-
gles victories during early morn-
ing support shifts in Kuwait,
while about 15 of the Westover
wing’s 42nd Aerial Port Squadron
who deployed to Afghanistan last
week are rooting for a second
straight world ~ championship
from the other side of the globe.
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“The thing T'll really miss is
watching the game at home, be-
cause I'd usua]]y be the one having
abig party,” Staff Sgt. Dan Reeve,
a Massachusetts native and life-
long Patriots fan, said Thursday.
“But they promised us we would
be able to watch the game on our
Monday morning shifts.

“I've brought a big Patriots
flag, and we’ll make do and cheer
them on from here.”

Reeve said his unit shipped out
just hours after the Patriots AFC
championship game win over the
Steelers, so he didn’t have time to
call and ridicule his Pittsburgh
friends before leaving the country.

But he and the other members
of the 42nd do have fellow reserv-
ist Tech. Sgt. Kathy Busch, a loyal
Steelers fan, to ridicule.

“They have been riding me
since the day we got here,” Busch
said, laughing. “’'m a die-hard
Steelers fan, but I do love the Patri-
ots, 00, so I'll be rooting for them.

“But even if I do, they’ll still
give me grief.”

Master Sgts. William Benedetti
and George Ruminer of the 913th
said they put up with a fair
amount of ridicule, too. When they
deployed to Kuwait, it was with
other reservists and active duty
units from all over the country.

“There were plenty of people
who hated the Eagles as much as
we loved them,” Benedetti said.
“But when we got together to
watch a game, we had some guys
who could give an E-A-G-L-E-S
cheer that just about cleared the
room.”

Both men primarily worked
early morning shifts; Benedetti
said he usually caught the first
quarter of the Sunday contest be-
fore he left for work, and Ru-
miner said he usually finished up
in time for the second half.

“I used to be a Giants fan be-
fore I started with (the 913th),”
Ruminer said. “But I showed up
to one training day with a New
York shirt on, and they worked on
me all day. Eventually, they con-
verted me into an Eagles fan.”

This year, Super Bowl Sunday is
atraining day for the 913th, and of-
ficers have already promised to let
everyone go well before kickoff.
Both Benedetti and Ruminer said
they’ll enjoy a game with their fam-
ilies, something they couldn’t do
during the regular season.

The deployed members of the
42nd Aerial Squadron won’t see
their families again for four
months, but another New En-
gland win will help ease some of
that homesick feeling.

E-mail Leo Shane at:
shanel@stripes.osd.mil
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Common sense approaches

Belichick and Reid have built teams
using same philosophy: Win as team

BY DAVE GOLDBERG
The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Andy Reid and
Bill Belichick have almost not hmg in_com-
mon. And yet Andy Reid and Bill Belichick
have almost everything in common.

‘When Reid’s Philadelphia Eagles and Beli-
chick’s New England Patriots meet in Sun-
day’s Super Bowl, the similarities will be
‘much more important: Both teams are as well
constructed and well meshed as possible in an
era when free agency and the salary cap force
annual changes.

It’s all in the team philosophy, a concept eas-
ily preached, less easily followed.

“We understand that no one guy on the
team is bigger than anyone else,” Corey
Simon of the Eagles said this week, a couple of
hours before New England’s Deion Branch
said: “No one cares about individual glory.
We're a team, not a collection of individuals.”

That applies even to players who don't fit
the mold, like Corey Dillon of the Patriots, a
malcontent in Cincinnati who has thrived in
New England, and the Eagles’ Terrell Owens,
who on Tuesday declared he will play Sunday
after being out since Dec. 19 with a severe

le injury.

Yes, Owens is a showboat who calls atten-
tion to himself even when he’s only prancing
on the sideline. But he wanted to leave a de-
clining team in San Francisco because he
wanted to win, which is what the Eagles do:
$56-25 in the past five seasons.

In one way, Owens’ injury demonstrates the
team concept preached by both coaches.

The Eagles won both their playoff games
without Owens, and the Patriots went the sec-
ond half of the season without their starting
cornerbacks, using undrafted rookie Randall
Gay and second-year man Asante Samuel as
starters and wide receiver Troy Brown as
nickel back. Belichick was rewarded for his
faith when Brown had three mtercepuons

Again, the team approach is working in
New England — and Philadelphia.

“T.0. is a piece of the puzzle, not the entire
puzzle,” Simon said.

That stars can be interchangeable parts
isn’t an accident with these teams.

who caught 281 passes between
2000- 2002 was workmg out at defensive back
in training camp in preparation for the very
kind of emergency in the secondary that devel-
oped. Reid acknowledges he wouldn’t hesitate
to use a star out of position.

“We just were lucky enough not to have that
number of injuries in the same spot,” he said.

If their outlooks are similar, the back-
grounds of the two Super Bowl coaches are
polar opposites.

Belichick, son of a career assistant coach at
Navy, is Eastern elite. He attended the exclu-
sive’ Phillips Andover Academy (the alma
mater of, among others, the late baseball Com-
missioner Bart Giamatti, Humphrey Bogart,
Dr. Benjamin Spock and both President Bush-
es). Then it was on to academically challeng-
ing Wesleyan University in Connecticut,
where he was a 160-pound center/ tight end.

Reid is West Coast plebeian, a member of
the Glendale Junior College Hall of Fame and
an offensive lineman at BYU on teams quar-
terbacked by Jim McMahon. The last time he
saw 160 pounds was probably when he was 10
years old. At well over 300 these days, he ridi-
cules himself with fat-guy jokes.

Belichick, who was breaking down film of
Navy games and opponents before he was a
teenager, entered the NFL as a speclal assis-
tant coach for Detroit in 1975 at age

t 31, he was defensive coordmator of the
New York Giants and won Super Bowl rings
with them in the 1986 and 1990 seasons. At 38,
he was head coach of the Cleveland Browns,
where he was just 37-45 in four years.

Andy Reid joined Mike Holmgren's Packers’
staff in 1992 and won a Super Bowl in 1997.

Andy Reid coaching record

Regular Season
woL pet
199‘3 Phl\aﬁelnhla 5 11 313
2000 Phl\adelnhla 1 s 688
1 s 688
12 4
D4
13 3
64 32
Playoffs.
WL
11
31
2001 Phl\aﬁelnhla 1 1
2003 Philadelphia 11
2004 phiadelphia 2 0
7 4
Bill Belichick coaching record
Regular Season o
]991 Cleve\and 6 10
1992 Cleve 79
1993 Cleve\and 79
1994 Cleveland 1 5
1995 Cleveland 5 11
2000 New England 5 11
2001 New Englan 1 5
2002 New Engll 7
2003 New England 14 2
2004 New, En%\and 2
Cleveland Total “
New England Total 53 271
fotal n
Playoffs
Year, Team w oL
1994 Cleveland 11
2001 New England 30
2003 New England 30 0
2004 New England 2 0 1000
Total 9 1 .90

He was fired after going 5-11 in 95, when
owner Art Modell announced in midseason he
‘was moving the franchise to Baltimore.

Reid took the more traditional route, climb-
ing the coaching ladder from college to the
pros. He went from BYU to San Francisco
State to Northern Arizona to Texas-El Paso to
Missouri before landing on Mike Holmgren’s
coaching staff in Green Bay in 1992.

Belichick already had won two Super Bowls
by then.

Reid earned a ring as an assistant with the
Packers, who beat the Patriots in 1997, when
Belichick was assistant head coach to Bill Par-
cells.

The biggest differences are the two titles in
the last two seasons that Belichick won as a
head coach. If the Patriots win Sunday, Beli-
chick will become the first coach to win three
Super Bowls in four years.

“Given the circumstances, Bill Belichick
has done maybe the best coaching job in the
history of the NFL,” said Jimmy Johnson, who
won titles in Dallas after the 1992 and 1993
seasons but quit before the Cowboys secured
their third title in 1995 under Barry Switzer.

Pats coach Bill Belichick was breaking down
film of Navy games before he was a teenager.

As recently as five years ago, no one would
have even considered such success for Beli-
chick after his contentious four seasons in
Cleveland and the circumstances of his hiring
in New England.

He had followed Parcells from Foxboro to
New York in 1997 with the provision he would
become head coach when the man most
thought of as his mentor stepped down. Par-
cells indeed quit as Jets coach after the 1999
season and Belichick got the job.

He quit a day later. Belichick, concerned
about the Jets’ uncertain ownership, wanted to
g0 to New England. The Jets fought it, and the
Parcells-Belichick relationship was severed.

After negotiations that included a court fil-
ing, he ended up with the Patriots for a pack-
age of draft picks that included a first-rounder
in 2000. When Belichick is asked these days to
name his football influences, he never men-
tions Parcells, for whom he worked the better
part of two decades.

At the time, the episode seemed curious.

Why, Patriots owner Robert Kraft was often
asked, would he give so much for a coach with
a losing record who was acknowledged to be
the NFL'’s most cerebral coach, but not much
of a motivator.

“I got to know him the first time he was with
us and I thought he was the brightest coach
I'd ever met,” Kraft said. “I knew all the reser-
vations, but T also knew what I was getting. T
don’t know that I thought we’d win Super
Bowls like we are, but I knew we’d have a play-
off game each year.”

There were similar questions about Reid,
who was 5-11 in 1999, his first year in Philadel-
phia, when few people knew much about him
and he was almost monosyllabic in most of his
public interviews.

All they really needed to know was he used
the second pick in the draft on Donovan Mc-
Nabb when there was serious pressure on him
to take running back Ricky Williams. With Mc-
Nabb at quarterback, Reid and the Eagles
have made five straight playoff

How the Patriots
and Eagles match up
in the Super Bowl:
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Encore: Pats, Eagles

Prime-time players

New England has
in the clutch; Phil

BY BARRY WILNER
The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — With
the game on the line, the New En-
gland Patriots hardly lack for
clutch players — Tom Brady,
Adam Vinatieri, Rodney Harrison.

With the game on the line, no
one is sure if the Philadelphia Ea-
gles have the kind of performers
who could lift them past the de-
fending champions in Sunday’s
Super Bowl.

Though Philly’s track record be-
fore this year wasn’t promising —
three straight NFC championship
game flops — the Eagles insist
past failures were erased when

proven performers
ly’s seem untested

won eight consecutive postseason
games with Brady at quarterback
and Bill Belichick as coach, and
they are seven-point favorites
over Philadelphia.

“Idon’t feel we're at a disadvan-
tage,” coach Andy Reid said.
“They go in and think they are as
good as anybody in the NFL, but
they understand they have to
prove it every Sunday.”

Especially against a team on
the verge of being considered a dy-
nasty. Not only are there ques-
tions about how the Eagles might
perform on such a stage, but there
are no questions about how the Pa-
triots will deal with it. They’ve al-

they won the i

They’d better be cDrrecl be—
cause the Patriots simply don’t
get stressed out, particularly in
the Super Bowl, which they've
won two of the past three seasons.

“We haven’t been to the Super
Bowl, but were battle-tested,”
said All-Pro safety Brian Dawk-
ins, the leader of a defense that in-
cludes one starter who has played
in the big game — end Jevon
Kearse with Tennessee in 2000.
“We've been tested in champion-
ship games. We feel pressure
year after year and we know how
to win in those situations.”

They hadn’t won in crucial situ-
ations, though, until beating Atlan-
tato avoid becoming the first fran-
chise to lose four straight NFC
title games. The Patriots have

ready displayed their
steely nerves and skills under the
burning spotlight — twice.

Patriots QB Tom Brady has led
two last-minute drives that have
resulted in Super Bowl victories.

Game-hy-game results

Philadelphia New England
Eagles Patriots

Regular season (13-3) wKk  Regular season (14-2)
N.Y. Giants 31-17 1 Indianapolis 27-24
Minnesota 27-16 2  atArizona 23-12
at Detroit 30-13 3 Bye

at Chicago 19-9 4  atBuffalo 31-17
Bye 5 Miami 24-10
Carolina 30-8 6  Seattle 30-20
at Cleveland 34-31 7 N Jets 137
Baltimore 15-10 8  atPittsburgh 20-34
at Pittsburgh 327 9  at St Louis 40-22
at Dallas 49-21 10 Buffalo 29-6
‘Washington 28-6 11 atKansas City 27-19
at N.Y. Giants 27-6 12 Baltimore 24-3
Green Bay 47-17 13  at Cleveland 42-15
at Washington 17-14 14  Cincinnati 35-28
Dallas 12-7 15 at Miami 28-29
at St. Louis 7-20 16 atN.Y. Jets 237
Cincinnati 10-38 17 San Francisco 217
Playoffs (2-0) RD Playoffs (2-0)
Minnesota 27-14 Indianapolis 20-3
Atlanta 27-10 at Pittsburgh 41-27

SCORE BY QUARTERS

1.2 3 4 OTTOT

1.2 3 4 OT 10T

P 11414285 96 | 3 | 440

97/179/116[106| 0 | 498

Opp. 54/100/ 41 |89 | 0 | 284

Opp. 581975976 |0 | 290

SOURCE: NFL

AP

New England’s Adam Vinatieri, 32
years old, has kicked last-second
game-winning field goals in two of
the past three Super Bowls.

Which presents Philadelphia
with yet another challenge: treat-
ing the Patriots with too much re-
spect.

If that happens, they’re beaten
before they take the field at Alltel
Stadium, and Vinatieri won’t
need to match his last-second
Super Bowl-winning kicks. Nor
will Brady have to stage any late
heroics. Matters will be decided
much earlier.

McNabb, echoing Reid’s state-
ment, basically told Philly fans
not to worry.

“It’s a slap in the face” to hear
such criticism, the Pro Bowl quar-
terback said. “But they are the
champions. And we have made it;
we are here in the Super Bowl. No
one can take that away from us.

“Can we win this game? How
can you ask anybody that?”

No one is asking the Patriots
that. If they play true to their his-
tory, not only will they match
Vince Lombardi’s Green Bay
Packers as the only team to win
nine straight postseason games,
but they will do it dramatically.

Brady will complete crifical
passes to Troy Brown or David
Patten. Harrison will rattle a re-
ceiver and force a key drop. Tedy
Bruschi will create a turnover. Ri-
chard Seymour will get a crucial
sack.

We've seen it before. Most ev-
eryone outside of Philly expects
to see it again Sunday.

“The important thing going into
these games, and what I've
learned, is you need to be well-pre-
pared,” Brady said. “When you're
prepared, you're confident going
into a game, you're calm. You
have the answers to the test.”

The Eagles answered just
about every test this season, but
those were like midterms. New
England in the Super Bowl is the
final — pass or fail.

So are the Eagles up to winning
Philly’s first championship since
1960, seven years before the
Super Bowl existed?

No less an expert than Beli-
chick knows they can if his team
isn’t careful.

“They are a very complete
team,” he said. “They led the
NFC wire to wire. I don’t think
you could do much more.

“They have been running out
the clock since the end of Novem-
ber waiting to get it over with, be-
cause they had everything
wrapped up. They came back and
played well against Minnesota
and shut down Atlanta.

“There’s no question that they
not only deserve to be here,
they’ve done about as much as
you could possibly do this year as
afootball team.”

The final proving ground is Sun-
day.

have super futures

ENCORE, FROM BACK PAGE

More likely, as Brady noted,
those teammates will stay.

“Anyone who plays on the Pats
understands that our goal is a
team goal,” he said. “You make
sacrifices to fit into a general
structure of what the team is try-
ing to accomplish.”

What the Patriots are trying to
accomplish is to equal the Cow-
boys’ three titles in four seasons
(1992,°93 and '95) under far more
difficult circumstances. Just ask
Jimmy Johnson, who coached the
first two of those championship
teams in Dallas.

“Yeah, I think they are a dynas-
ty since the salary-cap era,”
Johnson said. “I think the job Bill
Belichick and that organization
and his coaches have done might
be the best coaching job ever in
the history of the NFL. Because
when you get free agency and
player movement and you've got
to get them ready to play not only
every year but every week, a dif-
ferent group, you've got to be a
pretty good football coach.”

Andy Reid has shown he’s a
good coach, too, getting the Eagles
to four straight NFC title games.
They finally got back to the Super
Bowl — first time in 24 years —
by beating Atlanta last month.

Even if the Eagles fail Sunday,
don’t expect them to fade away.

They have $18 million avail-
able to spend, and though six
starters are unrestricted free
agents — Corey Simon, Jermane
Mayberry, Jeremiah Trotter, Der-
rick Burgess, Chad Lewis and
Jon Ritchie — only losing Trotter
would be particularly damaging.

Philly has most of its best play-
ers signed to long-term contracts,
including Donovan McNabb, Ter-
rell Owens, Jevon Kearse, Brian
Dawkins, Lito Sheppard, Michael
Lewis and Sheldon Brown.

Kearse was signed as a free
agent last year and Owens was ac-
quired in a trade.

Also, the NFC is a mess, with
the Eagles far superior to other
teams. The Patriots don’t have
that luxury in the stacked AFC.

Eagles owner Jeffrey Lurie
styled his organization after such
past dynasties as the Cowboys and
49ers. Minus the championships,
his franchise is similar to Kraft’s.

“We are the two winningest
teams this decade,” Lurie said.
“Both invested well over $300 mil-
lion in new stadiums. We each
hired coaches in an unorthodox
fashion — us a non-coordinator,
and Bob trading for Bill

“Both teams are built around
franchise quarterbacks. Both are
high-character teams. There are
a lot of similar value systems for
each team. We each place a high
value on the quality of people in
our organization. And it’s not just
high character, but high intelli-
gence — peaple who like to think
outside the box and people will-
ing to make controversial and un-
popular decisions. We both under-
stand that decisions need to be
made that sustain the long-term
excellence of the franchise.”

Most of those decisions have
been on target. Even though the
Patriots or Eagles will lose Sun-
day, they could have something
else in common next year, and
the year after.

More Super Bowl appearances.
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afoad Coach: il Blichi
‘Rdam Vinatier

Rohan Davey &
iler b
evin Kasper WR
om Brady QB

er g8
andall Gay B
sante Samuel c8
Wilso 08
abih Abciullah RB
orey Dillon RB
Earinwind More\and c8
je'Rod Chert s
Hank poteat c8
evin Faulk RB
edric Cobbs RB
atrick Pass 8
odney Harrison S
er Reid H
an Harr
ully Banta-Cain
ike Vrabel
n Davis
ed Johnson
Larry Izz0
Tedy Brusch
Willie McGinest
Matt Chatham
Rosevelt Colvin
Stephen Neal
Joe Andruzzi
Gene Mruczkowski G-
nie Paxton
7 Daniel Koy
uss Hochstein
att Light
ince Wilfork T
indon Gorin
v 8rown R
ethel Johnson WR
aniel Grahar TE
eion Branch WR
d Weaver TE
avid Patten WR
avid Give WR
hristian Fauria i
farquise Hill
ichard Seymour
Y W
6 Roman phifer
7 Jarvis Green
Keith Trayior
Ethan Kelley

Philadelphia Eagles

Head Coach: Andy Reid

0. Play Pos Ht Wt
David Akers +10 200
Donovan McNabb B 62 240
Dirk Johnson -0 205
0 Koy Detmer 195
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am Rayburn 303
jevon Kears 265
jerome McDougle 264
aul Grasmanis 298
Darwin Walker 2%
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A malcontent in Cincy, Dillon’s
well-adjusted in New England

BY JIMMY GOLEN
The Associated Press

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. — He heard himself called

welcomed me with open arms.”

He ran for more than 100 yards in nine of 15
games this year — and never for fewer than 79. He
missed the biggest game of the regular season, at

a selfish player, a

‘What really got to Corey Dillon was that for the first
seven years of his career he never heard anyone call
him a winner.

“For years, I really lost hope,” the New England
Patriots running back said as he prepared to play
the Philadelphia Eagles in the Super Bowl. “I really
thought I'd never get to this stage, but I just kept
. T love going to work and working hard
to try to help this organization win.”

Dillon had never been in the playoffs before this
year, slogging through in Cincinnati, growing dissat-
isfied with losing and
the team’s increasing
dependence on him to
carry the offense. He
ran for a then-record
278 yards in a game in
2000, and he had more
than 1,100 yards in
each of his first six sea-
sons.

But in 2003, his last
year in Cincinnati, he
injured his groin and
grumbled about be-
coming part of the
“Bungles” legacy of
losing. He wanted out,
and by that time the
Bengals were happy to
get rid of him. Tt was al-
most unfair when the
defending Super Bowl
champs got Dillon for
a_ second-round draft
pick on the Massachu-
setts holiday called Pa-
triots Day.

Antowain Smith was
a steady but unspectac-
ular running back on
both championship
teams, and there was
no doubt Dillon was an
upgrade. But would he
fit the team-first atti-
tude of the New En-
gland locker room,
where dissension is dis-
couraged and going
public with your com-
plaints is just not done?

In

with a thigh injury. Without him, New
England ran for 5 yards on six carries and lost to the
Steelers on Oct. 31, ending its 21-game winning
streak and costing it home-field advantage for the
AFC title game.

In his playoff debut against the Colts on Jan. 16,
Dillon carried 23 times for 144 yards as the Patriots
ran Indianapolis out of the postseason, earning him
the nickname “Clock Killin’ Dillon.”

we to hit him. You have to play sound fun-
damental foolball" lo stop Dillon, Eagles linebacker
Jeremiah Trotter said.

“He is a big guy. He
is a guy who will run
hard and try to run
over you, but he can
break the big one. You
definitely have to have
a lot of guys around
him with the football.”

And that opens the
f’eld for the passing

S He's added a great
element to this team,”
quarterback Tom
Brady said. “He brings
toughness to the of-
fense just by the way
he runs the ball, and
he’s very excited. You
can tell in practice.”
Even as he dis-
tanced himself from
teammates and media
in Cincinnati, no one
ever questioned Dil-
lon’s work ethic or his
talent. But he recoiled
when asked to be a
leader in the locker
room, and he began
complaining when a
groin injury forced
him to share the job
with Rudi Johnson.
After the last game
of his final season
there, he threw his
pads, spikes and jersey
into the stands, then
cleaned out his locker.
His teammates crif

vetting Dillon I his first season with the New England Patriots, Corey  cized him, and the Ben-
with his former team: - pillon (28) broke Curtis Martin's franchise record for gals had no choice but
e S o rushing yards in a season, set in 1995. o e owledged
goncluded he wouldn' < — he brought to New En-
aproemtal Patriot missile gt ot st of
P!ag’%” Wl'-:llhe C‘;ﬂﬁ"}- Corey Dillon’s career rushing statistics in the NFL: locker room and being
been really good with Gms. Yards Avg. TDs otintained he was only
us,” said Scott Pioli, 15 1635 4.7 12 worn down by ea¥
the Patriots’ head of 13 541 39 2 after year of losing.
player personnel. “All 16 1311 42 7 “T think the thing
of us have reputations 16 1315 39 10 that irritated me the
that precede us. So you 16 1435 46 7 most was when they
sit with a person, man (L 2000 S said that I was a can-
or woman, and find out 15 1130 43 4 cer to the team. That
what and who they are 16 1129 48 10 really kind of ruffled
for yourself. We ry to 122 96% 44 57 me a little bit,” Dillon

avoid judging people
before we spend time
with them.”

Dillon was concerned enough about his reputa-
tion that he addressed his new teammates when he
arrived, asking them to keep an open mind. They
did, and Dillon thrived in a system where no player
is the focus of the offense in a locker room where no
player is treated like a star.

“Nobody really passed judgment on me,” Dillon
said. “I'm pretty sure that it was in everyone’s mind:
Let's see what this guy is all about and see if the ru-
mors are true. But just right off the bat, everyone

said. “For a guy that,
for seven years, went out and put his heart and soul
on that field, and at the end of the day be looked
upon as the reason why we werent successful —
that rubbed me the wrong way.”

No matter what happens Sunday, Dillon has al-
ready shed his image as a malcontent. Should the Pa-
triots win, he will have a new reputation.

“Ilike to compete and win,” he said. “That’s how I
‘was brought up from Pop Warner. I wanted to win

t bad. At times my behavior may have been spo-
radic, but I was [angry]. I wanted to win. Now I'm
getting an opportunity to.”

< Riddel] &

Patriots coach Bill Belichick said of middle linebacker Tedy Bruschi
(above), “He just has a great sense of how to play football.”

The face of
the Patriots

BY HANK GOLA
New York Daily News

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — The
New England Patriots think of
themselves as a team, but if there
is one individual who personifies
that team, it is middle linebacker
Tedy Bruschi.

Bruschi never has been to a
Pro Bowl in nine seasons in New
England, but this is his fourth
Super Bowl and third season as
defensive captain.

He is one of many Patriots who
does everything well. And he is
one subject that Bill Belichick has
no problem talking about.

“It’s huge,” he said of Bruschi’s
presence in the middle of the de-
fense. “Bruschi is a fun player to
coach. He’s got great versatility, a
very high level of energy and en-
thusiasm that he brings to the
team. He’s a smart player. He in-
stinctively seems to do every-
thing right in the right situation.

“He’s a guy you want on your
special teams and he’s involved in
a lot of situations defensively
from subdefense to goal line and
all the things in between.”

Bruschi never comes up in a
discussion of great middle line-
backers. He’s no Ray Lewis. But
Bruschi fits Belichick’s blueprint
for versatility.

The coach recalled times when
Bruschi was put in unfamiliar sit-
uations.

“You can't go over everything
that happens. You might be stand-
ing there, saying, ‘We’ve never
gone over this with Tedy.” Well,
he almost always does the right
thing,” Belichick said. “He just
knows how to play. He knows how
to play with power, he knows
‘when to try to squish people in the
pass rush, he knows when to tack-
le a guy low and when to try to go

for the big hit. He just has a great
sense of how to play football.”

“Obviously, Tedy is that focus
point for us,” linebacker Mike
Vrabel said. “He’s the defensive
captain, he calls the signals and
makes lot of huge plays. Every
week, it's a pick, a fumble ... he’s
going to do something.”

Bruschi is not one of the five Pa-
triots heading to the Pro Bowl
(two are special teamers), along
with 10 Eagles. Asked if he cared,
he said, “Look at me. Do I look
like I care?

“Our identity,” he said, “is the
word team.”

When Bruschi was told he is
the personification of that team,
he blushed.

“I think that’s the highest com-
pliment you can give me,” he said.
“Because I'm just being who I am
and who I was raised to be, a team
player. 'm not looking for the spot-
light, just looking for how to win.

“We sort of look for guys who
can do more than just one thing.
Vrabel was a defensive end in col-
lege, so was Willie McGinest. To
play on this team, you've got to be
muln dimensional because when
we're playing out there on Sunday,
everything is in our repertoire.”

Bruschi was an undersized de-
fensive tackle at Arizona, where
he tied Derrick Thomas’ career
sack record with 52. He was a
two-time finalist for the Lombar-
di Award.

“You look at him and you can’t
even picture him as a defensive
tackle, yet he was one of the best
in the country,” Belichick said.

But after starting his career on
the line (he picked up two sacks
in the 1997 Super Bowl) he
worked his way into a part-time
linebacker spot the next season.
By the end of ‘98, he was a fix-
ture. Now, he’s a symbol.
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esthrook key
for Philly offense

Elusive Pro-Bowl running back
proves indispensable for Eagles

BY ROB MAADDI
The Associated Press

PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Fla.
— With each fake and every juke,
Brian Westbrook leaves defend-
ers grabbing for air and coaches
searching for answers.

The New England Patriots will
get a first-hand look at the elusive
Pro Bowl running back when
they play the Philadelphia Eagles
in the Super Bowl on Sunday.

“He’s such a great athlete,” Pa-
triots safety Eugene Wilson said.
“He can run, he can catch ... he’s
fast. They do a lot of things with
him. We have to be ready.”

The versatile Westbrook be-
came one of the NFL's best
all-around players in his first sea-
son as the Eagles’ primary run-
ning back. He ran for 812 yards
and three touchdowns and led all
backs with 73 catches for 703
yards and six TDs in just 13

ames.

Not bad for a guy considered
too small to be more than just a
third-down back in the NFL.

“When people put that label on
me, I hear it and I keep going,”
said Westbrook, generously listed
at S5-foot-10 and 205 pounds. “But
my ambition and my goals are
what drive me.

“I think because of my size and
where T went to school, people
put that tag on me pretty early
without even giving me the oppor-
tunity to be a feature running
back. I think that was wrong.
That's what analysts do, that's
what people do. For me, I just
have to go along my way and
prove them wrong.”

The speedy Westbrook set an
NCAA record with 9,885 all-pur-
pose yards, including 84 TDs in
46 games, for Division I-AA Vill-
anova. A third-round pick in
2002, he has developed into one of
the Eagles’ most indispensable
players.

With Westbrook sidelined with
a triceps injury last season, the
Eagles couldn’t get past the NFC
championship game, their third
loss in a row in the title game.
When they finally made it to the
Super Bowl on this try, All-Pro re-
ceiver Terrell Owens was miss-
ing but not Westbrook.

“He’s a triple threat just like
Marshall Faulk was, the blocker,
the catcher, the runner,” quarter-
back Donovan McNabb said, com-
paring Westbrook to St. Louis’
running back and past NFL MVP.
“He’s very intelligent and able to
do whatever it takes to win.”

If only he were a few inches tall-
er, Westbrook might have been
playing in the NBA instead of the
NFL. He grew up excelling in foot-
ball and basketball, but colleges
weren't interested in his hoops
skills because of his size.

“My dreams got shot down
early,” Westbrook said.

Still, he insists he can beat Mc-
Nabb in a one-on-one pickup
game.

“He’s a pretty good player, but
he can't take me,” said McNabb,
who was a seldom-used guard at
Syracuse.

On the football field, West-
brook is difficult to defend be-
cause he isn't easy to find.
Though he spends much of his

Philadelphia Eagles’ Brian Westbrook has become one of the NFL'’s best all-around players in hi

as the Eagles’ primary running back. His versatility has his

time behind McNabb in the back-
field, he is most dangerous when
he lines up as a receiver.

Eagles coach Andy Reid some-
times splits Westbrook wide to
the right or left, puts him in either
slot or lets him go in motion.

The purpose is to create a mis-

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER/KRT

irst season
and his

His versatility is what impresses
me the most.”

Westbrook could even be used
as a punt returner. He returned
two punts for touchdowns last sea-
son, but wasn’t used in that role
this year because he’s such a valu-
able member of the offense.

match, hopi is cov-
ered by a lmebacker or a safety.
If McNabb sees a favorable
matchup on Westbrook, he quick-
ly gets him the ball. The result
usually is a long gain or a score.
“He can play every position on
the field, whether it’s the widest
position in the slot, next to the
tackle, as a split back, as a single
back, or an I-tailback,” offensive
coordinator Brad Childress said.
“You don’t find many people like
that. You see many people put
there as decoys. He’s able to
strike from all those positions.

with New England’s defense and
a linebacking corps that includes
Willie McGinest and Tedy Brus-
chi.

“They're very good lineback-
ers. They're very active, they're
good tacklers, strong guys and
very physical,” Westbrook said.
“So we have to do a good job of get-
ting our linemen positioned to get
on top of their linebackers. They
do a good job of shedding blocks
and making plays in the back-
field.

“They’re a very physical team.

They have big guys who want to
get right up in your face. For us,
we have to be the aggressor.”

Westbrook’s  success should
translate into a bigger paycheck
next season. He'll be a restricted
free agent, meaning the Eagles
can match any team’s offer.

With Duce Staley in Pittsburgh
and Correll Buckhalter missing
two of the last three seasons with
injuries, the Eagles can't afford to
let Westbrook go and certainly
have enough money under the sal-
ary cap to keep him.

“He has unbelievable athletic
talent,” Eagles tackle Jon Runyan
said. “He is the kind of guy who
can change direction and has the
speed. His size makes him a
smaller target and it sometimes
makes it hard to bring him down.
His feet aren’t planted in the
ground much because he’s danc-
ing around people. He is amaz-
ing.”

Eagles’ overshadowed defense one of best in league

BY ROB MAADDI
The Associated Press

PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Fla. — Jim
Johnson spends countless hours studying
game films, dissecting offenses, searching
for weaknesses and plotting his attack.

The other defensive mastermind in this
Super Bowl — New England’s Bill Beli-
chick owns the “genius” label — isn't
high-profile and his unit is underrated. But
Johnson has a knack for confusing quarter-
backs and shutting down prolific offenses
with his complex schemes.

Brett Favre had his worst game of the
season in Philadelphia. Daunte Culpepper
struggled in the playoffs against the Ea-
gles. Michael Vick never had a chance in
the NFC championship game.

Next up is Tom Brady and the Patriots in
the Super Bowl.

Johnson, the Eagles’ unpredictable de-
fensive coordinator, is busy cooking up an-
other one of his innovative game plans.

“Coach Johnson has the ability to know

what the offense is doing or what blitz call
to make,” Eagles linebacker Mark Simo-
neau said Wednesday. “We come from a lot
of different places. We drop a lot of differ-
ent guys into coverage, o it's confusing for
the backs and the offensive line. You have
to have guys who can execute the game
plan and we have talented players here.”

Overshadowed by Donovan McNabb,
Terrell Owens and the rest of a high-pow-
ered offense, Philadelphia’s star-studded
defense, which includes four Pro Bowl
players, is one of the best in the NFL.

When the games mattered, the Eagles
had the stingiest defense in the league, al-
lowing 222 points in the first 15. They fin-
ished tied with the Patriots for second-few-
est points allowed after the reserves gave
up 38 in the meaningless regular-season fi-
nale against Cincinnati.

“There’s a lot to be concerned about with
those guys,” said Brady, who has been
MVP of two Super Bowls.

“They have playmakers at every posi-
tion. They can force you to turn the ball

over. They are very explosive on defense
and you usually don’t hear that.”

The addition of defensive end Jevon
Kearse almost equaled the impact Owens
had on the offense. A disruptive force on
the line, Kearse significantly bolstered the
pass rush. Johnson utilized Kearse’s speed
by playing him at both end spots and some-
times at linebacker, confounding quarter-
backs and the offensive line.

Philadelphia finished second in the
league with 47 sacks, including 7 from
Kearse, one of just ﬁve Eagles — and the
only defensive starter — who have played
in the Super Bowl. The Eagles get a lot of
sacks from their secondary and lineback-
ers because Johnson likes to blitz just
about any player on any play.

The Patriots are getting ready for Phila-
delphia’s aggressive style, though they’re
aware Johnson will adjust on the go.

If Brady has time to throw, he’s going
against a secondary that includes All-Pro
free safety Brian Dawkins, wl
strong safety Michael Lewis, All-Pro cor-

nerback Lito Sheppard and cornerback
Sheldon Brown, who probably was Phila-
delphia’s most consistent defensive back.

Sheppard and Brown quickly earned re-
spect with a strong performance against
Minnesota’s Randy Moss. They silenced
critics who thought the Eagles would miss
five-time Pro Bowl cornerback Troy Vin-
cent and nine-year starter Bobby Taylor.

Middle linebacker Jeremiah Trotter so-
lidified the run defense, which had been
Philadelphia’s only weakness, when he be-
came a starter midway through the season.
Trotter, who began the year playing spe-
cial teams, was so dominant that he earned
his third trip to the Pro Bowl after making
just seven starts.

Trotter, along with defensive tackles
Corey Simon, Darwin Walker, Hollis Tho-
mas and Sam Rayburn, are the key to stop-
ping New England’s Corey Dillon, who ran
for 1,635 yards and 12 TDs.

Smoe 2000, Johnson’s second year in Phil-
adelphia, the Eagles are first in the NFL in
fewest points allowed, sacks, red-zone per-
centage and third-down efficiency.
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Bibby leads Kings’

The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Stephon Mar-
bury was a blue-and-orange blur for much
of the game, flying past Mike Bibby for bas-
ket after basket as the Knicks pulled away
from the Kings.

Bibby might not be the fastest point
guard, but he always seems to finish well
—and this time, he led an improbable rally
that pushed injury-depleted Sacramento
ahead by a nose.

NBA
roundup

Bibby scored 15 of his
career-high 40 points in
the fourth quarter, and
Matt Barnes made the
go-ahead free throw
and two big defemwe
plays to cap the King:
116-115 victory over New York on I<‘nday.

Brad Miller had 35 points as the Kings
came back from an 11-point deficit in the
final 3 minutes, scoring nine points in the
final 48 seconds to shock the Knicks de-
spite the absence of three injured starters.
Barnes scored 16 points, one shy of his ca-
reer high, and also stole the ball from
Penny Hardaway shortly before time ex-
pire

Blhhy and Marbury staged a scintillat-
ing point guard duel, and much of the sell-
out crowd cheered both guards’ feals with
Marbury, the

best point guard in the NBA, led New York
to a comfortable lead with a season-high 37
points on 15-for-19 shooting. The Kings
trailed 114-107 with a minute left.

“I wasn’t going to give up, I'll tell you
that,” Bibby said. “We were going to keep
fighting until that buzzer went off. I've
never had too many comebacks like that.
How everybody played is unbelievable.”

Pacers 95, Mavericks 94: Jermaine
O'Neal scored 23 points and Anthony
Johnson added a season-high 21, including
two free throws with 4.6 seconds to go, to
help host Indiana snap a six-game losing
streak.

The two free throws by Johnson, who did
not miss a shot from the field, gave Indiana
a 95-92 lead, and he intentionally fouled
Dirk Nowitzki to avoid the possibility of a
tying three-pointer. Nowitzki made the
first free throw, then accidentally banked
the second one in after trying to miss in
hopes of a rebound.

Raptors 103, Wizards 100: At Toronto,
Jalen Rose had 26 points, Rafer Alston
scored all 16 of his points in the second half
and Toronto overcame a 22-point deficit to
match the biggest comeback in franchise
history.

Donyel] Marshall added 20 points for the
Raptors, who also overcame a 22-point defi-
cit in a victory over Washington on April
19,1996.

76ers 103, Hawks 85: At Philadelphia,
Allen Iverson had 22 points and 12 assists,
and Kyle Korver made five three-pointers
and scored 17 points for Philadelphia.

Korver hit four three-pointers in the
third quarter, then another in the fourth

impro
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after the Hawks pulled within single digits.

Celtics 112, Magic 100: Raef LaFrentz
scored seven of his 19 points in a 20-4
fourth-quarter run to help host Boston im-
prove to 3-0 against Orlando this season.

Paul Pierce scored 18 points on a
5-for-16 shooting night, Gary Payton added
17 points and Ricky Davis had 16.

Bucks 92, Clippers 90: At Milwaukee,
Michael Redd scored 32 points, mcludmg
the go-ahead basket with 15 seconds left,
for the Bucks.

Desmond Mason added 15 pomls for the
Bucks to help the Clip
three-game winning smeak

Rockets 119, Timberwolves 113 (OT):
Tracy McGrady had 40 points, 13 re-
bounds and a clutch three-pointer in over-
time, and Yao Ming added 23 points and 14
rebounds for visiting Houston.

Sam Cassell had 24 points and 11 assists,
but missed a potential game-winner.

Warriors 90, Hornets 82: Derek Fisher
and Mickael Pietrus combined for 10
points during a decisive fourth-quarter
run, and host Golden State ended a
six-game losing streak.

Jason Richardson had 25 points, five re-
bounds and three assists for Golden State,
Pietrus finished with 15 points and seven
rebounds, and Fisher added 14 point

Trail Blazers 101, Bobcats 89: Damon
Stoudamire and rookie Sebastian Telfair
each scored 23 points to lead host Portland.

Primoz Brezec had 17 points and 17 re-
bounds for the Bobcats.

bable comeback

AP

Sacramento Kings guard Mike Bibby, cen-
ter, goes up for the shot against New York
Knicks’ Nazr Mohammed, left, and Stephon
larbury, right on Friday. Bibby scored a
career-| hngh 40 points to lead the Kings.
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BY ANDREW DAMPF
The Associated Press

BORMIO, Italy — Bode Mill-
er became the first American to
win the men’s downhill in the Al-
pine World Ski Championships
on Saturday, and teammate
Daron Rahlves claimed second
in this signature event for an
overpowering show by the U.S.
team.

Miller, winner of last week-
end’s super-G gold, confirmed
his status as the top all-around
skier. The overall World Cup
leader was the third skier down
the slope, and no one finished
within a second of his time of 1
minute, 56.22 seconds until
Rahlves, who started No. 21.

The two Americans gave the
United States its first 1-2 finish
in the worlds in any event.

“To be one and two at the
world championships for any
team is great, but for the U.S.
it's phenomenal,” Miller said.
“It means even more to be on
the podium with Daron than to
win it alone.”

Rahlves was 0.44 seconds be-
hind. Austria’s Michael Walch-
hofer, the 2003 world champion,
won the bronze, 0.87 back.

“Daron is in inspirational
skier,” Miller said. “He’s got a
lot of heart and a lot of grit, espe-
cnally at the world champion-
ships.”

Miller, Rahlves 1-2

While Bill Johnson won the
Olympic_downhill in 1984 and
Tommy Moe repeated the feat
10 years later in the Lilleham-
mer Games, no American man
had captured gold in the glam-
our race inthe world champion-

Mlllel' ended a strong run by
Austria, which had won every
downhill at the worlds, dating to
Hermann Maier’s victory in
1999 in Vail, Colo. The worlds
are not held during Winter
Olympic years.

Strategy played a large part in
Miller’s victory. By deliberately
posting a slow time in Friday’s
final training, which deter-
mined the race’s starting order,
Miller started early and could at-
tack a clean course while later
skiers faced varying conditions.

Miller, who lost a ski in Fri-
day’s combined race, mastered
the upper part of the Stelvio
course and made only a few
minor errors on the lower half.

“It worked out exactly the
way I hoped,” Miller said. “For
some guys it wouldn’t have been
so great, but for me it was per-
fect.”

The five Austrians in the race
were among the final elite ski-
ers to start, but only Walchhofer

made a serious challenge. He
trailed by 0.39 at the third check-
point, but he lost more time just
before the finish.

Lefty’s 60 worth share of lead

The Associated Press

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Phil
Mickelson, playing in the city he
long called home, birdied " the
final five holes Friday to com-
plete an 11-under 60, tying the
course record and vaulting into a
share of the lead in the FBR

pen.

Mickelson, who now lives in
Rancho Santa Fe, Calif, finished
one stroke shy of the PGA Tour
record for 18 holes — 59, shared
by Al Geiberger, Chip Beck and
David Duval. The Masters cham-
pion is the 16th player to shoot 60.

Halfway through the 72-hole
event, Lefty shared the lead at
9-under 133 with 2l-year-old
Kevin Na, the youngest player on
the PGA Tour.

No progress in NHL talks

NEW YORK — After 13 hours
of talks between representatives
of the NHL and the players’ asso-
ciation over two days, the sides
broke off discussions Friday with
no plans to meet again.

Though popular opinion held
that this was the last chance to
save the season, apparently
there’s still time to make a deal —
but only if the NHL can live with-
out a salary cap, or the players’ as-
sociation agrees to accept one.
Neither side has shown any will-
ingness to change its position.

The 4Y>-month lockout reached
its 142nd day Friday and has
wiped out 775 regular-season
games. The remainder of the
1,230-game schedule could be
called off within days.

w.wileyx.com

Sports briefs

“Despite several media reports
to the contrary, we have no inten-
tion of making any further an-
nouncement relating to collective
bargaining or the status of the sea-
son at this time,” NHL chief legal
officer Bill Daly said.

Els three back in Heineken

MELBOURNE, Australia —
Last year, Ernie Els took an
eight-shot lead into the final
round of the Heineken Classic
and held on — just — for his third
straight win at Royal Melbourne.

This year, he’s three off the
lead but still likes his chances.

Els shot a S-under 66 Saturday
to trail third-round leader Nick
O'Hern of Australia by three
going into Sunday’s final round.
Only four male golfers, most re-
cently Tiger Woods (Buick Invita-
tional, 2000-2003), have won the
same event four times in a row.

“The course is in grea\ shape, it
is there for the taking,” Els said.
“Iwill be up for it and will have a
chance coming down the last
nine.”

Davenport, Sharapova in final

TOKYO — Top-ranked Lind-
say Davenport beat U.S. Open
champion Svetlana Kuznetsova
6-1, 7-6 (7-2) Saturday to reach
the final of the Pan Pacific Open,
a tournament she has won four
times.

PT-1SCL

Davenport, the _defending
champion, will face Wimbledon
champion Maria Sharapova in
Sunday’s title match. The sec-
ond-seeded Russian defeated Shi-
nobu Asagoe of Japan 6-1, 7-6
(7-3) in the other semifinal.

South Korean teen wins

SINGAPORE — South Korea’s
18-year-old Song Bo-bae held off
Sweden’s Charlotta Sorenstam
for her first European Tour victo-
ry, shooting a 3-over-par 75 to
win the Samsung Ladies Masters
on Saturday.

Song finished at 10-under 206,
one stroke ahead of Sorenstam,
who closed with a 71.

U.S. 1-2 in speedskating

MOSCOW — Shani Davis and
Chad Hedrick gave the United
States a 1-2 overall points finish
after the first two men’s races in
the world allround speedskating
championships on Saturday.

Davis led the field with 74.969
points, with Hedrick 0.13 points
behind and Sven Kramer of the
Netherlands third with 75.917.

Japan’s Takahiro Ushiyama
was a surprise winner of the
men’s 500-meter with his person-
al best 36.28 seconds. Davis was
clocked 36.33 seconds for second
and Hedrick was third in 36.65.

Hedrick was also second in the
men’s 5,000, 1.30 seconds behind
Norway’s Oystein Grodum. Davis
was fifth, gaining enough points
to claim the overall lead.
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AP photos
Quarterbacks Tom Brady of New England (left)
and Donovan McNabb of Philadelphia (right) are
under 28 years old, one of many reasons the Patri
ots and Eagles might revisit the Super Bowl soon.

Patriots, Eagles are likely in it for the long haul

BY BARRY WILNER
The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — New England Patriots vs. Phil-
adelphia Eagles in Super Bowl 2005. And 2006. And 2007.

Don’t laugh. Both franchises are built to last, as much as
any team can last in the topsy-turvy NFL of the salary-cap,
free agency era.

Whether the Eagles win their first NFL championship
since 1960 on Sunday, or the Patriots become the second
team to win three Super Bowls in four years, both will be
favorites to win conference titles next season. There is
nothing fluky about either franchise.

“We try to use the same formula we use in business,” Pa-
triots owner Robert Kraft said. “And the primary thing is
to get good people. And when you get good people who
have a long-term commitment and share your vision on
how you want to do things, then good things can happen.”

Such as dominating the NFL in a period in which parity
is rampant and 8-8 teams make the playoffs. Not only has
Kraft hired the right people — coach Bill Belichick, vice
president of player personnel Scott Pioli — but Belichick
and Pioli have brought in players who fit perfectly.

That’s hardly luck. Sure, they found Tom Brady in the
sixth round of the 2000 draft, but they also held onto Brady
by keeping four quarterbacks that season, the only team to
do so, Pioli said.

And when Drew Bledsoe got hurt in the second game of
2001, in stepped Brady, who has yet to lose a playoff game.

New England drafts well, particularly after the first
round.

Under the current regime, the Pats have also gotten re-

Teams built to last

) behind the of

Coaching. New England’s Bill Beli-
chick (left) and Philadelphia’s Andy Reid
(right) are among the NFL's top coaches.
Belichick has led the Patriots to three
Super Bowis in four seasons while Reid |
has compiled a 64-32 record in six sea-
sons guiding the Eagles.

Finances. The Patriots and Eagles have stayed well
“Funder the NFL salary cap. New England ranked in the bot-
tom one-third in payrollthis season; Philadelphia enters next
season $18 million under the cap. Each team has built stadi-
ums in the past three years to generate greater revenue.

Attitude. Players on each team are devoted to the
team-first philosophy, exemplified by New England'’s Troy
Brown (left). The 12-year veteran who caught 281 passes
from 2000-02, played extensively at comerback this sea-
| son and finished the regular season with 17 receptions.

Youth. Several of each teams’ best
players, like Philadelphia RB Brian West-
brook (left) and New England QB Tom
Brady (right) are young. Westbrook is 25
years old and Brady is 27.

Structure. Eagles owner Jeff Lurie
(left) and Patriots owner Robert Kraft
(right) have constructed model NFL fran-
chises. Both hired top-notch executives,
do not meddle in personnel matters and
are deeply committed to winning.

ceiver David Givens, center Dan Koppen, cornerback As-
ante Samuel and defenswe lineman Jarvis Green in the
fourth round or lower. In the second round have come
starters Matt Light, Deion Branch and Eugene Wilson.

The Patriots search for a specific kind of player in the
draft and, especially, in free agency. They always seem to
find them: versatile, unselfish and eager to prove them-
selves.

“The system is a system that a player has to be selfless,
have to be extremely competitive because of the very com-
petitive environment, and it takes a lot of discipline,” Pioli
said. “When you talk about discipline, it's not about how
long their hair is, or how much jewelry they wear. We
have certain expectations of guys being in the nghl place
at the right time and doing their job a certain way.

That’s also where the versatility comes into play. So star
receiver Troy Brown can become a nickel back. Lineback-
ers Willie McGinest, Tedy Bruschi and Mike Vrabel can
pop up anywhere on the field. Five receivers fit into the
passing game, and Brady seems comfortable throwing to
any of them.

When Belichick sought a running back to balance the of-
fense, the Patriots traded for Corey Dillon, who was la-
beled a malcontent in Cincinnati. It turned out Dillon’s
problem was dealing with all the losing the Bengals do. As
a Patriot, he set a team rushing record and could be a key
against the Eagles.

New England is facing the possibility of losing kicker
Adam Vinatieri, receiver David Patten and guard Joe An-
druzzi as free agents. Add to that list cornerback Ty Law,
‘whose 2005 salary cap hit is a prohibitive $12.5 million.

SEE ENCORE ON PAGE 27

Marino, Young, Pollard, Friedman elected to Pro Foothall Hall r.c:s



